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INTRODUCTION. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
Special  Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee. 

The  history  of  medicine  is  a  history  of  progress  and  at  no  time  has  progress 
been  more  dramatic  and  compelling  than  in  the  past  twenty-five  years.  The 
improvements  in  environmental  hygiene  and  the  development  of  higher  personal 
standards  were  already  well  advanced,  the  newer  knowledge  of  nutrition  was 
beginning  to  be  applied  so  that  in  the  succeeding  years,  first  in  respect  of  mothers 
and  children  and  later  for  the  whole  population,  diet  was  to  become  generally 
adequate  in  quality  as  well  as  in  quantity,  whilst  the  lessons  of  previous  decades 
concerning  the  influence  on  health  of  ignorance  and  superstitious  beliefs  were  being 
systematically  applied  by  a  process  of  education  in  maternity  and  child  welfare 
and  school  clinics.  Not  only,  however,  were  these  non-specific  factors  being  applied 
as  part  of  the  measures  associated  with  the  great  surge  forward  of  social  progress 
that  has  been  so  prominent  a  feature  of  our  times,  but  increasing  knowledge  of 
specific  forms  of  resistance  to  individual  diseases  was  available  and  being  utilised 
towards  the  control  of  some  and  the  virtual  elimination  of  other  illnesses.  In  the 
midst  of  these  vast  developments  the  chemists  have  suddenly  produced  and 
developed  new  drugs  that  have  revolutionised  the  treatment  of  many  forms  of 
disease  and,  in  a  flash,  curative  medicine  has  grown  up  and  been  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  shedding  its  primitive  beliefs,  its  nostrums  and  its  mystic  potions  in 
favour  of  scientifically  developed  specific  weapons  of  attack. 

This  revolutionary  change  has,  as  might  be  expected,  brought  in  its  train  a 
host  of  new  problems.  Doctors  have  had  to  discard  out-of-date  ideas  and  try  to 
assimilate  great  quantities  of  new  thought,  whilst  the  man  in  the  street  has  to  be 
weaned  from  the  bottle  and  made  to  realise  that  the  occurrence  of  disease  is  not 
a  visitation  from  on  high,  but  usually  the  result  of  a  failure  of  himself  or  the 
community  of  which  he  is  an  integral  part,  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard  of 
behaviour  in  the  light  of  existing  knowledge.  But  the  educative  process  is  in¬ 
evitably  a  long  one  and  in  the  meantime  services  have  to  be  adapted  to  meet 
existing  needs  and  those  that  can  be  foreseen  as  likel}^  to  emerge  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 
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Death  is  inevitable,  but  it  is  clear  that  its  approach  is  now  delayed  appre¬ 
ciably  for  most.  With  increased  longevity,  there  is,  unfortunately  not  to  the  same 
extent,  a  corresponding  postponement  in  the  appearance  of  processes  of  degenera¬ 
tion  and  so  two  immediate  problems  present  themselves,  namely,  the  care  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  aged  and  infirm  and  the  retarding  of  the  degenerative 
process  as  long  as  possible.  It  would  be  surprising  if  in  the  next  twenty  years 
rapid  strides  are  not  made  in  controlling  cardio  vascular  degeneration,  with  all  the 
possibilities  of  an  increased  fullness  of  life  implicit  in  such  a  discovery,  but  for  the 
present  there  is  the  responsibility  of  the  young  and  vigorous  for  the  care  of  the  aged 
and  infirm.  As  Shaw  wrote,  ''  The  worst  sin  towards  our  fellow  creatures  is  not 
to  hate  them,  but  to  be  indifferent  to  them  :  that’s  the  essence  of  inhumanity.” 
The  care  of  the  aged,  like  that  of  the  young,  can  easily  be  invested  with  a  crude 
sloppy  sentimentality  that  will  appeal  to  the  unthinking  without  making  any  real 
contribution  to  the  job  to  be  done.  In  a  later  part  of  this  report  are  set  out  details 
of  the  work  done  for  the  aged  and  the  handicapped,  as  well  as  for  the  young,  in 
which  work  Shaw’s  dictum  has  been  constantly  borne  in  mind.  The  main  weight 
of  welfare  lies  now  in  the  services  given  to  the  aged,  the  sick  and  the  infirm,  whilst 
imperceptibly  but  inevitably  the  main  maternal  and  child  health  and  school 
health  function  has  become  an  educational  one. 

Care  for  those  in  need  now  extends  to  the  whole  family,  but  since  the  need  in 
these  instances  normally  arises  from  or  is  associated  with  sickness  its  alleviation 
can  be  carried  out  only  in  conjunction  with  the  general  practitioner  and  hospital 
services,  with  which  a  close  liaison  is  necessary.  Local  liaison,  which  is  based 
entirely  on  good-will,  an  active  desire  to  provide  the  best  and  an  understanding  of 
how  to  achieve  it,  has  progressed  as  far  as  in  most  places,  but  some  degree  of 
unification  of  the  service  generally  seems  necessary  if  the  fullest  benefit  is  to  be 
achieved.  Though  doctors  and  nurses  continue  to  give  of  their  best  to  individual 
patients,  it  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  inefficiency  of  the  existing  maternity 
arrangements,  the  divorcement  of  epidemiology  control  from  fever  hospital  supervi¬ 
sion  has  created  serious  weaknesses  that  are  only  protected  by  the  present  relative 
unimportance  of  infectious  disease  as  a  consequence  of  improved  mass  immunity 
and  the  presence  of  the  newer  drugs,  whilst  only  slight  progress  can  be  reported  in 
the  attempts  to  create  a  new  service  of  domiciliary  care  for  those  suffering  from 
mental  illness. 

Care  of  the  sick  and  aged  is,  however,  the  least  of  our  problems  inasmuch  as 
it  is  the  simplest  of  solution.  It  requires  little  more  than  imagination,  energy, 
keenness  and  the  necessary  money  to  enable  the  appropriate  measures  to  be  applied. 
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The  second  fundamental  function  is  that  of  education  in  a  healthy  way  of 
living  so  that  proven tible  illness  may  be  avoided  and  that  life  may  be  enjoyed  to 
its  fullest  extent.  This  has  been  the  primary  aim  of  practitioners  of  preventive 
medicine  since  the  proclamation  of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  it  has  yielded  in  the  long  run 
rewards  beyond  the  dreams  of  man,  but  it  is  a  slow,  difficult  row  that  has  to  be 
hoed  as  is  that  followed  by  all  educationists.  The  new  opportunities  presented  by 
present  legislation  reveal  unlimited  possibilities  that  are  being  explored  carefulty 
and  cautiously  in  the  light  of  modern  thought.  An  essential  feature  of  any 
educative  function  is  the  establishment  of  trust  and  confidence  in  the  homes  and 
factories  where  influence  can  be  exerted,  and  the  creation  of  a  feeling  of  mutual 
trust  is  an  important  immediate  activity  of  the  members  of  the  staff. 

A  third  equally  fascinating  and  absorbing  interest  is  research  into  the  origins 
of  disease.  Elimination  of  an  evil  is  only  possible  after  the  causes  that  produce 
it  have  been  recognised  and  much  time  is  now  devoted  to  this  aspect  of  preventive 
medicine.  A  report  appears  as  an  appendix  to  this  volume  on  the  incidence  of 
tuberculin  sensitivity  of  the  population,  and  other  measures  have  more  recently 
been  devised  to  determine  the  sources  of  tuberculous  infection  in  the  population. 
An  extensive  survey  is  at  present  in  operation  in  an  attempt  to  discover  the  extent 
of  and  the  factors  associated  with  sickness  occurring  during  their  first  year  of  life 
in  all  infants  born  in  1952,  and  data  are  being  collected  concerning  the  association 
of  congenital  defect  with  the  occurrence  of  certain  virus  diseases  in  the  expectant 
mother  as  are  other  data  related  to  a  possible  connection  between  anterior  polio¬ 
myelitis  and  inoculation. 

These  three  functions  are  the  bases  of  the  vast  amount  of  work  that  goes  to 
make  up  the  daily  routine  of  the  members  of  your  staff.  The  succeeding  report, 
in  the  preparation  of  which  most  of  the  senior  officers  have  been  involved,  is  a 
measure  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your  staff  during 
the  year. 

J.  S.  G.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority^ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

School  Medical  Officer  and 

Port  Medical  Officer  ...  J.  S.  G.  Burnett,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  .  J.  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  and 

School  Medical  Officers  ...  G.  McLean,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

R.  Taylor,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

K.  Dowling,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

N.  Ridehalgh,M.B.,  Ch.B. 

C.  W.  Shearer,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Commenced 
8/2/51— Resigned  30/9/51)- 

M.  E.  McFarlane,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 
(Commenced  30/6/51). 


Ophthalmic  Surgeons  ...  ...  W.  Sykes,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

D.  Plum,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.T.M. 

J.  Matthews  (Commenced  26/11/51). 


Senior  Dental  Surgeon  ... 


J.  C.  Knowles,  L.D.S. 


Consultant  Orthodontist 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Veterinary  Officer 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of 
Midwives  ... 

Superintendent  District  Nurse 


F.  D.  Rowe  (Commenced  Aug.,  1951). 

E.  Owen,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

F.  J.  Proctor,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

Miss  E.  W.  Sowerby,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.Ws 
Certificate. 

Miss  F.  L.  Holmes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  H.  M.  Hodgson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 


Domestic  Help  Organiser 
Speech  Therapist 


Physiotherapists 


Lay  Administrative  Assistant 


Miss  S.  E.  Doherty. 

D.  A.  McKelvie,L.C.S.T.  (Commenced  12/11/51). 

Mrs.  j.  Spencer,  L.C.S.T.  (Full  time  to  part- 
time,  1/10/51). 

Miss  E.  B.  Manning,  S.R.N.,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T. 

Miss  A.  R.  Harrison,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T. 

Mrs.  Duncan  (Part-time  1/8/51). 

R.  Harrison,  Cert.  R.S.L 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Arca> 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (acres)  5,684 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  books  (as  at  1/4/51)  35,567 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/51)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£750,782 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (Financial  year,  1951-52)  ...  £3,058 

Total  cost  of  services  administered  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Special 
Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1952  : 

Expenditure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••£283,355 

Income  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£144,178 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Crude 

Rate 

*  Adjusted 
Rate 

Live  Births... 

1,962 

1,012 

950 

16.61 

16.61 

Legitimate  ... 

1,860 

967 

893 

15-75 

15-75 

Illegitimate 

102 

45 

57 

0.86 

0.86 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  68 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

33  69  35 

Number  of  Still-births  :  43.  Rate  per  1,000  total  Births  :  21.45. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  month  :  43. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  :  21.92  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths — nett  :  1,816.  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  15.38  (crude  rate)  ; 
15.99  *  (adjusted  rate). 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  in  Hospitals  and  Public  Institutions  :  37.94. 

Number  of  Marriages  :  1,076. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  : 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-births, 

From  Sepsis  ...  —  — 

From  other  causes  3  1.49 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  :  230. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  i. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  :  3. 

*  Area  comparability  factor  :  Births  ...  i.oo 

Deaths  ...  1.04 
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1.  Comparative  Statement  of  VitaS  Statistics, 

Year  1951. 


Birth  Rate 

CD 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still 
Births) . 

Death  Rat 

1 

Year  1951 

Average 

5  years 

1946-50 

Death  Rate 
from  Phthisis 

Death  Rate 
from  other 

Tub.  Diseases 

Sepsis  of 
pregnancy 

1 

Abortion  with 
Toxaemia  and 
!  other  Toxaemias 
of  pregnancy 

Haemorrhage  of 

1  pregnancy 

i 

Abortion 

without  sepsis 

toxaemia 

Abortion 

with  sepsis 

.  i 

Other 

complications  of 

1  pregnancy 

!  Total 

1 

England  and 
Wales  ... 

15-5 

12-5 

29-6 

36 

* 

* 

0-10 

0-24 

0-13 

0-05 

0-09 

0-18 

-79 

126  Great 
Towns 

17-3 

13-4 

33-9 

40-6 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Birkenhead . . . 

18-2 

14-2 

40 

55 

0-45 

0-05 

, . . 

.  .  . 

0-74 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

0-37 

Ml 

Burnley 

14-88 

17-20 

33 

47 

0-35 

0-06 

Nil. 

Bury 

14-35 

15-84 

37 

42 

0-13 

0-03 

... 

M7 

1-17 

Halifax 

15-5 

15-16 

28 

35 

0-27 

0-03 

Nil. 

Liverpool  . . . 

19-9 

13-6 

35 

56 

0-52 

0-05 

0-12 

0-50 

0-62 

Manchester 

17-77 

13-82 

35 

48 

0-45 

0-06 

0-31 

0-31 

0-16 

0-24 

0-08 

0-39 

1-49 

Oldham 

16-16 

14-98 

41 

45 

0-27 

0-03 

0-50 

0-50 

PRESTON  ... 

16.61 

15.38 

35 

46 

0.35 

0.04 

1  00 

0  49 

1-49 

Rochdale  . . . 

14-6 

16-7 

54 

46 

0-26 

0-04 

0.76 

0-76 

Salford 

17-48 

19-98 

35 

50 

0-49 

0-03 

0-63 

0-31 

•94 

Stockport  . , . 

14-66 

14-66 

41 

39 

0-28 

0-07 

0-47 

0-47 

0-47 

1-41 

Wallasey 

16-78 

14-95 

32 

40 

0-32 

0-04 

0-57 

... 

0-57 

M4 

Wigan 

15-79 

14-54 

44 

53 

0-42 

0-01 

0-73 

0-73 

*  Not  available. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1951  and  previous  ten  years. 
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Population. 

The  fifteenth  census  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  was  taken 
on  8th  April,  1951,  and  revealed  that  on  that  date  the  population  of  Preston 
consisted  of  119,243  persons  of  whom  56,365  were  males  and  62,878  were 
females.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  422  since  1931  equivalent  to  a  decrease 
in  the  1931  census  population  of  0.4%.  The  remarkable  stability  of  the 
population  numbers  in  Preston  is  seen  in  greater  emphasis  in  Table  7,  a 
condition  which  is  in  contrast  with  that  of  the  cotton  towns  of  south  and  east 
Lancashire  most  of  whom  show  a  sharp  contraction  in  population. 

The  Registrar-Generaks  estimate  of  home  population  as  at  30th  June, 
1951,  was  118,100  and  the  statistical  data  in  this  report  are  based  on  this 
mid-year  estimated  figure. 

Births. 

Live  births  referable  to  the  town  amounted  to  1,962  representing  a  birth 
rate  of  16.61  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  a  rate  of  15.5  for 
England  and  Wales  and  a  local  rate  for  the  previous  year  of  17.46.  Both 
nationally  and  locally  these  figures  show  the  continuation  of  a  downward 
trend  which  started  in  1948. 

102  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year  which  gives  a 
decrease  of  28  over  the  previous  year’s  figure  and  a  difference  in  rate  of  from 
1.08  per  1,000  live  births  to  0.86. 

The  mortality  rate  amongst  illegitimate  births  at  69  per  1,000  live  births 
was  more  than  double  that  amongst  children  born  in  wedlock,  and  is  also 
slightly  higher  than  last  year’s  figure  of  61. 


3.  Number  of  Births  registered  in  the  various  Wards. 

Estimated 

Wards. 

Population. 

Births. 

Ashton 

9,810 

157 

Avenham 

7,630 

146 

Christ  Church 

5,490 

99 

Deepdale 

16,460 

259 

Maudland 

10,610 

150 

Moorbrook 

7,510 

78 

St.  Peter’s 

8,640 

129 

Ribbleton 

...  15,920 

362 

St.  John’s 

9,980 

158 

Fish  wick 

9,210 

127 

Trinity 

5,820 

114 

Park  ... 

11,020 

158 

Not  traced 

... 

25 

118,100 

1,962 

Deaths. 

Deaths  referable  to  Preston  amounted  to  1,816,  equivalent  to  an  adjusted 
rate  of  15.99  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  a  figure  of  13.39 

for  1950.  This  increase  is  accounted  for  entirely  by  the  cold  weather  in 
December,  1950,  which  was  the  coldest  December  since  1890  and  the  wet, 
cold,  unsettled  weather  in  January  when  influenza  was  present  in  epidemic 
form  so  that  deaths  in  January  and  February  were  twice  the  expected  number 
for  these  two  months.  Heavy  toll  was  taken  of  people  of  advanced  years 
and  certified  causes  were  usually  influenza,  respiratory  infection  and  cardio 
vascular  disease.  The  remainder  of  the  year  presented  no  feature  of  outstanding 
interest. 
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4.  Causes  of  Death, 

1950. 

(per  Registrar’s  Returns). 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  Causes 

915 

901 

1,816 

I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

24 

17 

41 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

4 

I 

5 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

7 

2 

9 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

I 

I 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■ — 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  ... 

— 

I 

I 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

27 

13 

40 

II 

,,-  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

33 

4 

37 

12 

,,  ,,  breast  ... 

— 

24 

24 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus  ... 

• — - 

12 

12 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

62 

55 

117 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

4 

6 

16 

Diabetes 

3 

4 

7 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

no 

136 

246 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

145 

75 

220 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . 

38 

33 

71 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

131 

205 

336 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

20 

22 

42 

22 

Influenza 

32 

44 

76 

23 

Pneumonia 

20 

36 

65 

24 

Bronchitis 

68 

64 

132 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

9 

2 

II 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

10 

12 

22 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

5 

9 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

16 

21 

37 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

8 

— 

8 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

3 

3 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

7 

6 

13 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

82 

77 

159 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

3 

12 

34 

All  other  accidents 

22 

9 

31 

35 

Suicide  ... 

8 

6 

14 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

2 

— 

2 

5.  Deaths  in  Hospitals  and 

Institutions. 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary  ... 

•  •  • 

291 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital 

•  •  • 

10 

Chestnuts  Sanatorium 

4 

Isolation  Hospital  ... 

20 

Bairstow  Street  Nursing  Home  ... 

•  •  • 

I 

Willows  Convalescent  Home 

2 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  area  ... 

•  •  • 

361 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  689 


Deaths  in  the  Various  Wards. 
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7.  Comparative  Annual  Numbers  and  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths.  | 


Year 

Population 

i 

j 

No.  of 
Births 

'  Rate  per 
1,000 

1  Living 

No.  of 
Infant 
Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Total 
No.  of 
Deaths 

. 

1 

Rate  p'l 
1,000) 
Living! 

i 

Diseases  and 
Accidents 
P.F.  Others 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births 

1900 

118,902 

I  3410 

28-67 

^  814 

236 

2  + 

11 

3-80 

2636 

22-16  1 

1 

113,117 

3418 

30-21 

737 

218 

12  + 

13 

7-31 

2213 

19-56  i 

2 

113,766 

3278 

28-81 

618 

188 

4  -P 

10 

4-27 

1998 

17-56  1 

3 

114,404 

3453 

30-18 

541 

156 

3  + 

15 

5-21 

1955 

17-08) 

4 

115,055 

3314 

28-26 

609 

183 

5  + 

12 

5-13 

2091 

17-83  1 

5 

115,721 

3259 

28-16 

490 

150 

7  + 

12 

5-83 

1906 

16-47  1 

6 

116,399 

3317 

28-49 

665 

200 

2  + 

13 

4-52 

2065 

17-74  ; 

7 

117,093 

i  3124 

26.68 

495 

158 

1  + 

11 

3-84 

2003 

17-10  { 

8 

117,799 

3309 

27-56 

516 

156 

2  + 

11 

3-92 

1975 

16-45  f 

9 

118,519 

3027 

25-54 

416 

137 

5  + 

8 

4-29 

1721 

14  52  1 

1910 

119,253 

2812 

23-58 

438 

156 

4  + 

7 

3-91 

1758 

14-74  ; 

1 

117,216 

2726 

23  25 

473 

173 

2  + 

13 

5-50 

1984 

16-92  ;i 

2 

117,630 

2753 

23-40 

342 

124 

1  + 

4 

1-82 

1972 

16-76  V 

3 

118,070 

1  2888 

23-95 

462 

160 

2  + 

6 

2-77 

2043 

16-98  a 

4 

118,514 

2841 

23-97 

401 

141 

2  + 

20 

7-74 

1873 

15-80  } 

5 

118,118 

2546 

21-48 

395 

155 

5  + 

7 

4-71 

2086 

18-63 

6 

119,611 

2315 

19-36 

254 

109 

3  + 

3 

2-59 

1774 

16-14  1 

7 

118,993 

2019 

16-96 

255 

124 

1  P 

5 

2-96 

1660 

15-46  I 

8 

118,595 

1906 

16-07 

213 

113 

2  P 

4 

3-15 

1944 

18-36 

9 

122,168 

2086 

17-45 

225 

110 

5  P 

4 

4-31 

1760 

14-72  t 

1920 

122,133 

2984 

24-43 

301 

101 

9  P 

13 

7-37 

1659 

13-60  * 

1 

119,900 

2811 

23-44 

316 

112 

7  P 

8 

5-34 

1595 

13-30  [ 

2 

120,900 

2482 

20-53 

242 

97 

3  P 

9 

4-83 

1662 

13-75  ! 

3 

121,700 

2426 

1911 

238 

98 

3  P 

8 

4-54 

1676 

13-77 

4 

123,100 

2328 

18-91 

225 

97 

5  P 

8 

5-58 

1714 

13-92 

5 

122,900 

2174 

17-69 

286 

131 

6  P 

7 

3-22 

1787 

14-54 

6 

124,200 

2160 

17-39 

195 

90 

8  P 

9 

7-87 

1596 

12-85  . 

7 

127,100 

1892 

14-88 

206 

109 

3  P 

6 

4-77 

1785 

14-04 

8 

127,100 

1916 

15-07 

175 

91 

3  P 

9 

6-27 

1614 

12-69 

9 

126,100 

1967 

15-60 

205 

104 

4  P 

8 

6-10 

1772 

1405 

1930 

126,100 

1975 

15-66 

145 

73 

9  P 

4 

6-59 

1554 

12-24  ! 

1 

120,100 

1881 

15-66 

165 

88 

5  p 

5 

5-32 

1661 

13-83  { 

2 

118,500 

1764 

14-89 

149 

84 

4  P 

6 

5-67 

1547 

13-05  t 

3 

117,800 

1720 

14-60 

150 

87 

4  P 

3 

4-07 

1577 

13  39  1 

4 

117,490 

1670 

14-24 

115 

69 

6  P 

14 

11-97 

1611 

15-24  \ 

5 

116,200 

1742 

14-99 

140 

80 

3  P 

5 

4-59 

1578 

14-94  1 

6 

115,200 

1663 

14-43 

138 

83 

7  P 

8 

8-60 

1624 

15-51  ! 

7 

113,600 

1590 

14-00 

123 

77 

2  P 

2 

2-40 

1614 

15-90 

8 

113,200 

1766 

15-60 

125 

71 

3  P 

— 

1-62 

1473 

14-44 

9 

112,800 

1713 

15-19 

100 

58 

2  P 

4 

3-34 

1535 

15-16 

1940 

108,500 

1711 

15-77 

157 

91 

2  P 

10 

7-03 

1745 

16-72  ' 

1 

111,490 

1925 

17-27 

137 

71 

3  P 

4 

3-47 

1543 

13-84 

2 

110,000 

1968 

17-89 

107 

54 

2  P 

4 

2-94 

1506 

13-69  \ 

3 

109,100 

1952 

17-89 

132 

68 

2  P 

2 

1-98 

1624 

14-89  I 

4 

108,190 

2032 

18-78 

120 

59 

-  P 

1 

0-48 

1386 

12-81  i 

5 

108,480 

1949 

17-97 

99 

51 

1  P 

— 

0-51 

1514 

13-96  i 

6 

114,070 

2380 

20-86 

134 

56 

-  P 

4 

1-68 

1438 

12-61 

7 

116,520 

2574 

22-09 

178 

69 

1  P 

— 

0-32 

1578 

13-54 

8 

118,130 

2219 

18-78 

86 

39 

1  P 

0-44 

1491 

12-62 

9  i 

119,500 

2170 

18-16 

94 

43 

1  P 

— 

0-45 

1469 

12-91  Ad 

1950 

120,300 

2101 

17-46 

68 

32 

-  P 

— 

— 

1550 

13-39  Ad 

1 

118,100 

1962 

16-61 

68 

35 

-  P 

3 

1-49 

1816 

15-99  Ad 

^3 


Employment  in  the  Area. 

Miss  Wilson,  Manager  of  the  local  Employment  Exchange,  has  provided 
the  following  information  ; 

“  The  year  1951  was  for  the  Preston  area  another  year  of  prosperity  and 
full  employment.  Unemployment  was  at  a  lower  figure  than  at  any  other  time 
since  the  end  of  the  war  and  there  was  little  or  no  fluctuation  in  this  figure. 

“  Skilled  workers  of  all  classes  could  find  work  in  Preston’s  varied 
industries  without  either  delay  or  difficulty.  Those  particularly  in  demand 
were  engineering  craftsmen  who  were  required  to  staff  the  expanding  defence 
programme  and  export  industries  of  the  area.  Unskilled  workers  were  not 
quite  so  quickly  fitted  into  work,  as  their  recruitment  was  dependent  to  some 
extent  on  the  supply  of  skilled  workers.  Nevertheless,  if  an  unskilled  worker 
was  reasonably  fit  and  prepared  to  change  his  occupation,  suitable  work  could 
be  found  for  him. 

“  The  only  people  for  whom  it  was  difficult  to  find  employment  and  who 
had  therefore  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  suitable  opportunities  were  those  suffering 
from  some  disability,  or  who  could  be  called  elderly,  but  throughout  the  year 
the  number  of  men  and  women  who  did  not  obtain  any  work  was  so  small 
as  to  be  negligible.  The  Unemployed  Register  figure  included  many  people 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  count,  were  either  in  process  of  moving  from  one  job 
to  another  or  could  be  expected  to  be  re-employed  at  an  early  date,  having 
had  only  a  short  spell  of  unemployment  between  jobs.  The  Christmas  period, 
however,  brought  signs  of  a  change  in  the  general  employment  position,  when 
the  cotton  industry  suffered  a  set-back  in  trade  and  a  number  of  workers  were 
rendered  temporarily  unemployed  for  periods  varying  from  one  to  two  weeks. 

The  policy  of  the  Ministry  in  guiding  people  into  the  employment  where 
their  services  would  best  contribute  to  the  national  needs  was  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Advice  on  the  choice  of  careers  and  general  employment 
information  was  freely  given  by  vacancy  officers.  Eor  the  benefit  of  people 
in  employment  who  could  not  avail  themselves  of  this  service  during  the  normal 
hours,  the  hours  of  opening  were  extended  in  March  and  a  late  evening  opening 
was  instituted.  The  Preston  Exchange  remained  open  until  7  o’clock  each 
Tuesday  and  a  steady  stream  of  enquirers,  men  and  women,  took  advantage 
of  these  arrangements  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year. 

''  Employment  restrictions  previously  applied  to  foreign  workers  were 
relaxed  to  some  extent,  with  the  result  that  certain  European  Volunteer 
Workers,  Poles  and  ex-Prisoners  of  War,  were  free  to  change  their  employment. 

“  The  good  state  of  industrial  relations  for  which  Preston  is  known  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year  and  there  was  neither  a  major  strike  nor  a 
stoppage  of  work  on  account  of  a  trade  dispute. 

“  The  work  of  registering  and  resettling  disabled  persons  in  suitable 
employment  continued  successfully  and  severely  disabled  persons  were  from 
time  to  time  placed  in  employment  in  the  Remploy  Factory.  The  training  of 
blind  persons  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  under  the 
general  provisions  of  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act.  There  was 
excellent  co-operation  during  the  year  between  the  officials  of  the  Preston 
Corporation,  the  Workshops  for  the  Blind  and  the  Department’s  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officers. 
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"  It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  table  that  unemployment  figures  in 
1951  were  much  lower  than  1950,  which  in  turn  was  a  better  year  for  employ¬ 
ment  than  1949.  The  pattern  of  fluctuation  will  be  observed  showing  heavier 
unemployment  in  Winter,  a  decline  in  Spring  continuing  to  the  lowest  level 
in  August,  followed  by  a  gradual  rise  to  the  peak  again  in  January.” 


8.  Monthly  Unemployment  Register  for  1951. 


1951 

MEN 

WOMEN 

Total 

1951 

Total 

1950 

Total 

1949 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempo¬ 

rarily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempo¬ 

rarily 

Stopped 

January 

504 

20 

216 

12 

752 

793 

892 

February 

401 

20 

162 

6 

589 

767 

877 

March  ... 

341 

14 

153 

12 

520 

657 

782 

April  ... 

308 

7 

154 

5 

474 

603 

713 

May 

249 

4 

128 

2 

383 

559 

674 

June . 

202 

7 

112 

10 

331 

526 

595 

July  . 

219 

6 

106 

13 

344 

519 

496 

August 

216 

7 

117 

13 

353 

489 

491 

September 

185 

7 

96 

7 

295 

546 

542 

October 

181 

7 

106 

18 

312 

584 

591 

November 

228 

14 

77 

24 

343 

550 

650 

December 

267 

14 

113 

28 

422 

560 

673 

9.  Juvenile  Employment. 

Mr.  Richardson,  the  Juvenile  Employment  Officer,  has  furnished  the 
following  information  in  regard  to  the  number  of  juveniles  who  were  unemploy¬ 
ed  during  the  year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

1951 

(1950) 

1951 

(1950) 

1951 

(1950) 

January  ... 

16 

25 

5 

10 

21 

35 

February 

6 

13 

4 

10 

10 

23 

March 

6 

9 

4 

5 

10 

14 

April 

6 

16 

7 

10 

13 

26 

May 

5 

10 

5 

4 

10 

14 

June 

5 

9 

7 

6 

12 

15 

July 

6 

14 

5 

13 

II 

27 

August  . . . 

17 

56 

II 

30 

28 

86 

September 

17 

II 

8 

20 

25 

31 

October  . . . 

5 

12 

2 

14 

7 

26 

November 

4 

II 

5 

3 

9 

14 

December 

5 

2 

6 

6 

II 

8 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


CARE  OF  IVSOTHERS  Am  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Statistics. 

1,962  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  whilst  43  stillbirtlis 
occurred. 

Domiciliary  midwives  notified  22.88  per  cent  of  the  total  births,  47.33 
per  cent  were  notified  from  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  18.69  cent  from 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  9.38  per  cent  from  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  and 
1. 7 1  per  cent  from  private  maternity  homes. 

The  trend  towards  confinement  in  hospital  seems  to  have  slowed,  pro¬ 
bably  in  relation  to  the  measures  instituted  in  1950  whereby  discharge  from 
hospital  does  not  now  take  place  earlier  than  the  tenth  day  and  those  seeking 
admission  to  a  hospital  bed  solely  on  social  grounds  are  subject  to  “  screening.” 
During  1951  the  social  circumstances  of  207  applicants  for  admission  to 
Sharoe  Green  Hospital  and  eight  applicants  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  were 
ascertained  and  in  loi  instances  the  obstetric  consultant  was  advised  that 
reasonable  facilities  for  a  domiciliary  confinement  existed.  For  the  last  six 
months  of  1950  when  the  scheme  first  operated  the  corresponding  figures  were 
109,  2  and  52  respectively.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  Preston  the  demand 
for  hospital  confinement  is  high. 

As  opposed  to  the  previous  year  when  no  maternal  death  occurred,  three 
were  reported  in  1951  due  to  septic  abortion  associated  with  chronic  nephritis, 
rupture  of  a  tubal  pregnancy  and  accidental  haemorrhage  associated  with 
toxaemia.  In  the  first  two,  death  occurred  in  the  early  weeks  of  pregnancy  in 
association  with  acute  emergency  and  in  the  third  a  stillborn  premature 
infant  was  delivered. 

A  total  of  17  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  made  up  of  13  from  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  three  from  domiciliary  practice  and  one  from  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital  were  notified,  all  of  whom  recovered  satisfactorily.  It  is  an  interesting 
commentary  on  modern  techniques  and  drug  therapy  when  50  years  earlier, 
1901,  15  cases  were  notified  of  whom  12  died. 

Forty-four  stillbirths  were  notified  during  the  year,  25  from  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  nine  from  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  three  from  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital,  five  from  domiciliary  practice  and  two  from  a  private  maternity 
home. 

This  shows  some  reduction  from  the  figure  of  59  in  1950,  though  improve¬ 
ment  is  in  a  period  of  falling  birthrate.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  births  is 
21.45  compared  with  27.31  for  the  previous  year, 
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Sixty-eight  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died,  of  whom  43  were  less 
than  one  month  old  at  the  time  of  death.  The  most  refractory  group  is  that 
under  one  month  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  this  neonatal  death  rate  at  21.9 
per  1,000  live  births  is  slightly  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  An  unreason¬ 
able  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  infection  amongst  older  infants  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year  when  influenza  in  epidemic  form  was  rife  raised  the 
infant  mortality  rate  from  32  to  35  per  1,000  live  births.  This  rate  compares 
with  that  of  33.9  for  the  126  Great  Towns  and  is  bettered  in  three  instances 
only  by  the  towns  listed  in  Table  i.  The  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death  of 
infants,  arranged  according  to  sex,  are  shown  in  Table  10. 


10.  Infant  Deaths. 


Days 

Weeks 

Months 

Cause 

0 

— 

1- 

-7 

1—4 

1  + 

2- 

-t 

4- 

1- 

6  + 

9— 

-12 

To 

tal 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

8.  Measles 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  *  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

9 

... 

... 

1 

. .. 

1 

3 

25.  Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  Sys¬ 
tem 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis 

and  Diarrhoea  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and 
Nephrosis 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  Mal¬ 
formations 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

32.  Other  Defined  and 

Undefined  Causes 

13 

4 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

27 

12 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Total 

13 

6 

11 

5 

4 

4 

1 

... 

6 

4 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

41 

27 

Five  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  and  recovered 
satisfactorily  under  treatment. 

No  case  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 

One  ad  hoc  centre  exists  at  Cuttle  Street,  built  in  1931  on  a  crowded  site 
which  gives  no  scope  for  development.  General  clinic  facilities  for  both  child 
welfare  and  school  health  purposes  are  provided  in  this  building.  Ante-natal 
and  child  welfare  clinics  are  held  at  rented  halls  at  Strand  Road,  Barlow  Street, 
Guttridge  and  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  and  ante-natal  clinic  and  physiotherapy 
accommodation  exist  at  converted  premises  in  North  Road  and  weekly  child 
welfare  clinics  are  held  in  rented  premises  at  Walker  Street,  Manchester 
Road  and  St.  Mark’s. 
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Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

Seven  combined  clinics  are  held  weekly. 

620  expectant  mothers  made  3,023  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics, 
as  compared  with  602  and  2,798  in  1950. 

Eighty-eight  patients  made  104  attendances  at  the  post-natal  clinics,  as 
compared  with  94  and  196  last  year. 

These  figures  do  not  include  women  attending  clinics  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary  and  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Departments. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Nine  medical  and  three  non-medical  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the 
various  centres  and  one  non-medical  session  is  held  fortnightly,  where  31,770 
attendances  by  children  v/ere  made.  This  represented  a  decrease  of  1,788 
attendances  over  those  for  the  previous  year.  1,353  children,  equivalent  to 
70%  of  the  notified  live  births  made  a  first  attendance  at  an  infant  welfare 
centre  during  the  year. 

The  decline  in  total  attendances  was  in  part  due  to  the  fall  in  the  birth 
rate  and  in  part  to  reduced  attendances  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
when  epidemic  influenza  prevailed. 

Dried  milk  and  other  nutrients  continue  to  be  sold  at  the  centres  and 
during  1951  totalled  £2,329  in  value  as  against  £2,142  in  the  previous  year. 
The  supply  of  nutrients  free,  cost  the  Council  £114. 

The  demonstrator  was  available  as  before  throughout  the  year  for  four 
sessions  per  week  at  all  clinics  in  turn,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to 
the  mothers  in  dressmaking  and  the  making  of  toys  and  novelties.  Clothes 
were  made  from  old  garments  and  new  materials.  The  classes  continue  to  be 
well  attended  and  have  a  marked  psychological  as  well  as  educational 
influence  on  those  using  them.  The  economic  benefit,  in  these  difficult  times, 
from  home  dressmaking  is  important,  but  equally  so  is  the  personal 
satisfaction  from  a  job  well  done  on  behalf  of  the  family. 

The  Preston  and  District  Infant  Welfare  Workers’  Voluntary  Association, 
instituted  in  1915,  continues  to  render  valuable  assistance  at  the  welfare 
centres  and  to  take  an  interest  generally  in  the  mothers  and  babies  in  atten¬ 
dance  there.  Three  summer  outings  were  arranged  by  the  Association. 


Ancillary  Therapy. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  has  contributed  the  following  report  : 

“  A  comprehensive  dental  service  for  the  priority  classes  has  again  been 
available  throughout  the  year  and  all  demands  for  treatment  have  been  met. 

“  There  is  still  a  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  mothers  to  seek  dental 
treatment  either  for  themselves  or  their  children  until  pain  provides  the 
necessary  urge. 
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‘‘  Many  mothers,  who  attend  for  emergency  treatment  during  pregnancy 
fail  to  return  for  completion  of  recommended  treatment  during  the  nursing 
period.  Similarly,  many  pre-school  children,  for  whom  extractions  have  been 
performed  in  emergency,  fail  to  keep  appointments  for  conservation  of  otlier 
teeth.  The  impression  that  '  Baby  teeth  don’t  matter  ’  still  prevails  in  spite 
of  much  propaganda  and  personal  instruction  to  the  contrary.  Standards  of 
oral  hygiene  still  leave  much  to  be  desired  in  many  cases.  Details  of  patients 
attending  and  forms  of  treatment  provided  are  given  in  Tables  ii  and  12.” 

So  far  the  services  of  a  dentist  for  one  session  per  week  only  are  available 
for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under 
school  age.  The  need  is  for  an  additional  whole-time  dentist  and  an  extra 
surgery  linked  to  a  clinic  so  that  expectant  mothers  could  be  referred,  as  a 
routine,  from  the  ante-natal  clinics  for  inspection  and  advice.  The  basic 
fault  with  the  dental  service  as  with  others  stems  from  the  lack  of  comprehen¬ 
sive  clinic  buildings,  and  in  consequence  the  relative  impracticability  of  co¬ 
ordinating  efficiently  the  different  services  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
same  people. 


11.  Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care. 


Made 

Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers... 

62 

60 

54 

27 

Children  under  5  years  ... 

85 

80 

75 

75 

12.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided. 


Extractions 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Fillings 

Scaling  and 

Gum  Treatment 

Silver  Nitrate 
Treatment 

Dressings 

Radiographs 

Dentures 

Provided 

Dentures 

Re-lined 

Local 

General 

Complete 

Partial 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers  ... 

179 

I 

50 

39 

16 

15 

18 

12 

7 

I 

Children  under  5  years... 

II9 

57 

69 

I 

148 

28 

•  •  • 
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Physiotherapy. 

Physiotherapy  for  children  under  five  is  carried  out  at  the  Cuttle  Street 
and  North  Road  Clinics.  There  are  seven  sessions  per  week  held  at  the  above 
clinics  and  cases  are  received  and  treated  from  the  infant  welfare  clinics  and 
the  day  nurseries  by  a  whole-time  physiotherapist.  In  addition  to  the 
physiotherapy,  exercises  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  carried  out 
individually  and  in  groups. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  the 
year  under  review.  The  figures  in  the  second  column  include  cases  discharged 
as  cured,  improved,  and  those  which  ceased  attendance  and  did  not  complete 
the  course. 

New 


Patients 

Discharges 

Attendances 

Sessions 

North  Road  ... 

89 

94 

2605 

260 

Cuttle  Street 

25 

35 

478 

44 

Total  ... 

114 

129 

3083 

304 

Artifidal  Sunlight. 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Open  Air  School  by  the  same  physio¬ 
therapist.  There  are  two  sessions  per  week,  the  same  children  attending  both 
sessions  and  the  cases  dealt  with  are  referred  from  clinics  and  nurseries  as 
in  the  case  of  massage. 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  the  year. 

New 

Patients  Discharges  Attendances  Sessions 
Open  Air  School  ...  137  138  1869  89 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Therapy. 

Facilities  for  the  specialist  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  ear,  nose  and 
throat  conditions  in  pre-school  children  exist  through  the  clinic  run  as  part 
of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  the  following  table  gives  a  summary  of 


the  work  done. 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Referred  for  operative  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

,,  ,,  treatment  in  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  re-inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

„  „  X-rays .  5 

,,  ,,  audiometer  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Post-operative  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Operations  at  Sharoe  Green  T.  and  A.  ...  ...  ...  79 


other  conditions 
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Defective  Vision. 

Potential  squint  cases  continued  to  be  referred  to  the  special  squint 
clinic  and  the  following  table  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  on  pre-school 
children  during  the  year.  The  waiting  list  has  now  been  reduced. 


New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Refractions  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  30 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Prescriptions  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Referred  to  Orthoptic  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  i 

Referred  for  operation  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 


GEf^ERAL. 

Care  of  iilegitimate  Ctiitdren. 

The  Council  continued  its  general  arrangements  under  this  heading 
during  the  current  year  and  financial  responsibility  was  accepted  for  one  case 
admitted  to  the  Brettargh  Holt  Maternity  Home  at  Kendal,  one  case  admitted 
to  The  Grange,  Wilpshire,  home  of  the  Blackburn  Diocesan  Welfare  Society, 
one  case  admitted  to  the  Home  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  Warrington,  one  case 
to  the  Salvation  Army  Maternity  Home,  Elmswood,  Tiverpool  and  four 
cases  to  the  Girls’  Hostel,  Lancaster. 


Care  of  Premature  infants. 

165  Preston  babies  as  opposed  to  218  in  1950  were  born  prematurely  in 
1951,  of  whom  25  were  born  in  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  six  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital,  97  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  four  in  maternity  homes  and  33  in 
domiciliary  practice.  Care  of  the  premature  infant  in  the  home  now  rests, 
under  the  close  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  Midwife,  with  the  individual 
midwife  until  it  achieves  a  weight  of  6  lbs. 

The  following  table,  giving  the  number  of  premature  infants  referable 
to  the  town  and  their  survival  state  at  the  end  of  the  month,  has  been  re¬ 
arranged  to  conform  with  the  weight  divisions  recommended  by  the  World 
Health  Organisation,  in  order  that  our  statistics  may  be  compared  more  easily 
with  those  of  other  nations  and  the  weights  correspond  to  the  metric  weights 
used  in  other  countries. 
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Table  13.  Premature  Infants  Sur^i^al  State. 


Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

Died 

first 

24 

hours 

Died 

2nd— 

7th 

day 

Died 
8th — • 
28th 
day 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Babies  born  at  home 

2  lbs.  3  ozs.  or  less  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Over  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  up 
including  3  lbs.  4  ozs. 

to 

and 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

and 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

to 

and 

.  .  . 

•  «  » 

•  •  • 

.  .  « 

3 

3 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

to 

and 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

21 

21 

Total 

3 

2 

1 

27 

33 

Babies  born  in  Private  Maternity  Homes 

2  lbs.  3  ozs.  or  less  ... 

*  •  • 

.  .  * 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Over  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  up 
including  3  lbs.  4  ozs. 

to 

and 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

♦  •  ♦ 

.  .  • 

•  4  • 

4  4* 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

to 

and 

,  .  , 

•  .  • 

1 

•  *  • 

3 

4 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

to 

and 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

to 

and 

•  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  . 

.  «  . 

5 

5 

Total 

1 

9 

10 

Babies  born  in  Hospital 

2  lbs.  3  ozs.  or  less 

•  »  ♦ 

.  .  . 

•  . 

3 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

Over  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  up 
including  3  lbs.  4  ozs. 

to 

and 

*  . 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

to 

and 

3 

2 

2 

27 

34 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

to 

and 

•  «  • 

1 

1 

.  • 

16 

18 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

to 

and 

.  .  • 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

49 

53 

Total 

11 

11 

4 

96 

122 

Grand  Totals 

3* 

13 

13 

4 

[ 

132 

165 

*  The  three  infants  transferred  to  hospital  all  died,  one  in  the  first  24  hours,  one  between 
the  2nd  and  8th  day,  and  one  between  the  8th  and  28th  day. 
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Day  Nursery  Provision. 

Accommodation  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  three  years  is  now  available 
in  six  nurseries  to  the  extent  of  263  places  and  the  average  daily  attendance 
during  the  year  was  217. 

Four  of  the  nurseries  are  recognised  training  centres  for  the  purposes  of 
the  National  Nurseries  Examination  Board  certificate  and  on  the  average 
27  nursery  students  were  in  training  throughout  the  year  and  four  obtained 
the  certificate.  Statistical  data  concerning  the  working  of  the  nurseries  are 
given  in  Table  14. 


14.  Summary  0?  Statistics. 


ist  January  to  31st  December,  1951. 


Eldon 

Fish- 

Gordon 

Hartington 

Isherwood  Ribbleton 

Street 

wick 

Street 

Road 

Street 

Avenue 

Total 

Attendances  ... 

9413 

7419 

8,643 

8,982 

11,897 

7,827  54481 

New  children  admitted 

45 

56 

64 

67 

75 

52 

359 

Children  left  ... 

42 

55 

62 

54 

59 

51 

323 

Transferred  to  Nursery 
School  or  Class 

3 

2 

6 

A 

1 

10 

6 

31 

On  Register — 

Jan.  ist 

46 

44 

44 

42 

53 

45 

274 

Dec.  31st  ... 

46 

43 

40 

51 

59 

40 

279 

On  Waiting  List — 

Jan.  ist 

75 

34 

30 

70 

48 

59 

316 

Dec.  31st  ... 

54 

40 

30 

75 

44 

36 

279 

Infection  : 

Measles 

17 

13 

I 

25 

3 

19 

78 

Rubella 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

16 

2 

25 

17 

8 

9 

77 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

2 

— 

I 

2 

— 

6 

Mumps 

— 

2 

— 

3 

I 

4 

10 

Dysentery 

— 

3 

8 

16 

— 

— 

27 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

I 

I 

I 

3 

4 

10 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— ■ 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

Tonsillectomy. 

79  children  under  5  years  of  age  received  treatment  at  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
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II.  Midwifery. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  26  midwives  were  practising  in  the  town  of  whom 
12  were  employed  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
two  in  private  maternity  homes,  one  in  private  domiciliary  practice  and  nine, 
including  the  supervisor,  in  municipal  domiciliary  practice. 

The  nurses  employed  in  the  Council’s  domiciliary  midwifery  service,  under 
the  supervision  of  a  whole-time  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives,  performed 
302  deliveries  and  attended  149  deliveries  as  maternity  nurses,  whilst  the  one 
private  midwife  attended  at  three  deliveries. 

Six  gas  and  air  analgesia  outfits  are  available  and  were  used  in  340 
deliveries.  All  nine  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia. 

476  accouchement  outfits  were  provided  during  the  year. 

Medical  aid  in  accordance  with  rule  E  (12)  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  sought  in  63  cases. 

Seven  auto-cycles  are  provided  for  the  use  of  midwives  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 

Out  of  1,984  births  notified,  1,530  deliveries  occurred  in  hospitals  and 
maternity  homes  and  only  454  in  domiciliary  practice. 


Place  of 

Available 

No.  of 

confinement 

beds 

Preston  deliveries 

Domiciliary  ... 

— 

454 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital 

51 

939 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary 

50 

371 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital 

25 

186 

Maternity  Homes 

6 

34 

Totals  ... 

132 

1984 

The  figures  of  deliveries  relate  only  to  women  normally  domiciled  in 
Preston  and  the  hospitals,  in  addition,  undertook  a  large  amount  of  obstetric 
work  for  the  surrounding  county  area. 

As  indicated  earlier  in  the  Report  the  domiciliary  midwives  by  arrange¬ 
ment  supervised  1,038  cases  discharged  from  the  hospital  between  the  loth  and 
14th  day  after  delivery.  In  addition,  all  premature  infants,  both  those  born 
at  home  and  in  hospital,  are  followed  up  on  the  district  by  midwives  until  the 
infant  has  reached  a  weight  of  6  lbs. 

III.  Health  Visiting. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  20  health  visitors,  each  spending  half  her  time  in 
health  visiting  duties,  were  on  the  staff,  included  in  whom  were  one  superin¬ 
tendent  and  one  deputy  superintendent.  In  addition,  one  trained  nurse  was 
employed  on  whole-time  tuberculosis  nursing  and  clinic  duties. 
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Table  15  sets  out  the  number  and  type  of  visits  carried  out  by  health 
visitors  during  the  year  and  demonstrates  the  three-fold  nature  of  their  work. 
Fundamentally  they  are  educators  of  the  family  in  a  healthy  way  of  living 
and  so  most  of  their  domiciliary  visits  are  concerned  with  supervision  of  the 
developing  child  from  its  intra  iiterine  phase  to  adolescence.  Secondly,  they 
constitute  part  of  the  team  of  public  health  workers  constantly  engaged  in 
research  into  the  factors  which  menace  family  life,  and  a  lesser  number  of  visits 
are  concerned  with  research  enquiries,  and  thirdly,  they  co-operate  in  the 
after  care  of  those  who  are  sick  or  infirm  by  determining  the  particular  need 
and  taking  steps  to  see  that  it  is  met  by  those  competent  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
Active  liaison  with  the  hospital  services  has  continued  especially  in  relation  to 
paediatrics,  midwifery  and  the  chronic  sick  and  a  fairly  close  association  with 
some  general  practitioners  has  also  been  built  up. 


15.  Domiciliary  Health  Visiting.  Year 

Number  of  visits  to  :  1951 

Births  (first  visit)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^943 

Births  (re-visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9286 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Children  1-5  years  ist  visits  ...  c..  ...  ...  68 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,346 

Expectant  mothers  (first  visits)  ...  ...  ...  1158 

Expectant  mothers  (subsequent  visits)  ...  ...  1596 

Hospital  Discharges  0-5  years  ...  ...  ...  14 

5-15  years  .  59 

15  +  83 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  845 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1259 

Infant  death  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Visits  to  sick  and  infirm  persons  ...  ...  ...  195 

Survey  of  elderly  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  641 

M.R.C.  Tuberculin  Survey — domiciliary  visits  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  ...  i795 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  37,375 


Active  collaboration  with  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nurses’ 
Training  School  for  Health  Visitors,  at  Bolton  Technical  College,  continues 
and  nine  students  attended  in  groups  of  three  for  regular  periods  of  practical 
instruction  during  the  year. 
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IV.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

One  district  nurses’  home  is  provided,  the  staff  of  which  consists  of  a 
matron,  deputy  matron  and  i6  district  nurses.  Twelve  auto-cycles  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  use  of  the  nurses  to  enable  them  to  cover  adequately  the  whole 
of  the  town.  Bicycles  are  also  provided  for  those  who  prefer  them.  The 
district  nursing  service  is  available  at  the  request  of  doctors  between  the  hours 
of  8  a.m.  and  ii  p.m.  daily. 

The  progressive  increase  since  1948  in  the  amount  of  use  made  of  the 
district  nursing  service  has  largely  abated,  and  the  current  year’s  figures  shown 
in  Table  16  represent  a  decrease  over  those  of  1950. 


16.  Symmary  ©f  the  work  of  thi  Oistriot  Curses. 


No.  of  cases 
at  beginning 
of  month 

New 

cases 

Terminated 

No.  of  cases 
at  end  of 
month 

No.  of 
visits 

Conv. 

Hosp. 

Died 

Other 

causes 

January  ... 

303 

306 

284 

66 

52 

9 

198 

5009 

February 

198 

263 

201 

30 

22 

12 

196 

4882 

March 

196 

326 

172 

20 

26 

3 

301 

6221 

April 

301 

221 

204 

16 

28 

19 

255 

6428 

May 

255 

209 

186 

12 

20 

16 

230 

6022 

June  . 

230 

376 

206 

6 

20 

17 

357 

4574 

July  . 

357 

352 

401 

5 

24 

3 

276 

3881 

August  ... 

276 

336 

344 

5 

26 

2 

235 

4601 

September 

235 

302 

296 

22 

10 

80 

129 

4281 

October  ... 

129 

322 

190 

6 

20 

•  ♦  • 

235 

4917 

November 

235 

210 

190 

7 

16 

1 

231 

4927 

December 

231 

201 

209 

6 

22 

6 

189 

5002 

i 

Total  for  year  ...| 

3424 

2883 

201 

286 

168 

60745 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  visited  during  the  year  by  District  Nurses. 


Number 

Visits 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  118 

1166 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  20 

630 

Influenza  ...  ...  22 

127 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  i 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6 

53 

Complications  of  pregnancy  visited  during  the  year  by  District  Nurses. 


Number 

Visits 

Abortions 

...  15 

112 

Mastitis 

6 

123 

Thrombosis 

...  4 

39 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

••  3 

-24 
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V.  Ambuiaiice  Service. 

The  fleet  of  vehicles  was  further  modernised  during  the  year  by  the 
purchase  of  a  new  Bedford  long  wheel  base  ambulance  and  a  Bedford  utilecon 
van  for  the  transport  of  sitting  cases. 

The  persistent  rapid  increase  in  the  demand  for  transport,  especially 
to  and  from  hospital  out-patient  departments,  that  has  prevailed  since  1948 
showed  some  evidence  of  lessening  and  the  increased  usage,  6%  above  the 
previous  year  compares  favourably  with  a  33%  increase  for  the  preceding 
period. 

The  mileage  and  journeys  for  each  month  of  the  year  are  set  out  in 
Table  17  which  also  shows  for  comparison  the  figure  for  the  preceding  year. 

17.  AmbuSance  Service. 


Bore 

)ugh 

Lancashire 

County  Council 

Other 

Authorities 

Period 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

Mile- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Jour- 

Mile- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Jour- 

Mile- 

Mile- 

Jour- 

Jour- 

age 

age 

neys 

neys 

age 

age 

neys 

neys 

age 

age 

neys 

neys 

JAN. 

7661 

8944 

1622 

1992 

37 

123 

5 

9 

— 

27 

_ 

1 

FEB. 

6848 

7898 

1603 

1719 

59 

62 

6 

5 

— 

44 

- - 

1 

MARCH  ... 

8095 

8484 

1904 

1899 

109 

33 

11 

5 

27 

7 

1 

1 

APRIL 

7627 

9359 

1638 

1958 

99 

6 

8 

2 

48 

63 

2 

2 

MAY 

7686 

8297 

1791 

1887 

37 

45 

4 

7 

35 

— 

1 

— 

JUNE 

8061 

9060 

1731 

1946 

104 

56 

12 

7 

85 

8 

3 

1 

JULY 

8461 

8988 

1958 

1774 

62 

140 

6 

10 

41 

43 

1 

2 

AUGUST  ... 

7765 

9157 

1676 

1625 

58 

109 

8 

8 

145 

18 

3 

1 

SEPT. 

7994 

9394 

1498 

1654 

137 

50 

13 

9 

22 

— 

1 

— 

OCTOBER 

8917 

9059 

1615 

1796 

542 

194 

12 

7 

8 

13 

1 

2 

NOV. 

8427 

7659 

1877 

1784 

107 

164 

12 

6 

116 

75 

3 

3 

DEC. 

8401 

8561 

1781 

1914 

64 

54 

8 

8 

— 

36 

- — ■ 

2 

95943 

104860 

20694 

21948 

1415 

1036 

105 

83 

527 

334 

16 

16 

VI.  Preventicii  of  illEiess,  Oare  and  After-Care. 

1.  Tubercyfosis. 

(a)  Workshops.  Use  is  made  both  of  the  Remploy  factory  opened  in 
Preston,  in  1949,  and  of  the  facilities  for  rehabilitation  provided  at  Barrowmore 
Hall  Colony,  Cheshire,  one  person  being  employed  full-time  and  one  part-time 
at  the  Remploy  factory,  whilst  there  are  two  at  Barrowmore  Hall. 

(b)  Convalescent  Treatment  was  provided  at  various  homes  in  the 
I.ancashire,  Cheshire  and  North  Wales  area  for  six  men,  six  women,  one  child, 
and  nine  mothers  accompanied  by  23  children. 

One  of  the  most  useful  aids  in  the  solution  of  certain  family  problems  is 
the  provision  of  recuperative  accommodation  for  motliers  accompanied  by 
their  children  and  this  form  of  accommodation  is  unfortunately  ver}'  difficult 
to  obtain. 
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(c)  A  domiciliary  meals  service  has  been  provided,  whereby  persons 
recovering  from  illness  or  in  a  low  state  of  physical  health  have  been  able  to 
receive  a  hot  meal  delivered  to  their  own  homes.  Table  i8  shows  the  scope  of 
the  service  during  the  year  1951. 


18.  Invalids  and  Infirm  Persons. 
Meals  Service. 


Number  of 
persons 
receiving 
meals  on 
1/1/51 

Number  of 
new  recipients 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
ceasing  to 
have  meals 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
remaining  at 

31/12/51 

Total  number 
of  meals 
served  during 
year 

112 

156 

142 

126 

10,785 

(d)  Night  AttenDx\nt  Service.  A  night  attendant  service  was 
inaugurated  during  the  latter  part  of  1951. 

This  service,  run  on  similar  lines  to  the  Home  Help  service  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  is  designed  to  relieve  the  burden  on 
relatives  and  friends  of  invalid  and  old  people  who  cannot  be  left  alone  safely. 
It  is  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  these  relatives  and  friends,  but  instead  to 
allow  them  some  respite  from  their  cares.  Eight  cases  were  assisted  in  1951. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  two  night  attendants  were  employed. 

(e)  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus.  Nursing 
equipment  and  apparatus  is  provided  at  the  District  Nurses’  Home  and  also 
by  arrangement  with  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  Accouchement 
sets  for  expectant  mothers  are  provided  through  the  midwifery  service. 

(f)  Health  Education.  The  Council  contributes  to  the  funds  of  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  whose  resources  are  available  for  health 
propaganda  purposes. 

The  exhibition  stand  which  was  received  on  permanent  loan  in  1949  from 
the  Central  Council  has  been  in  continuous  use  throughout  the  year  and  has 
been  displayed  at  clinics  and  mills.  The  topics,  which  comprise  various 
posters  and  models  dealing  with  health  matters,  are  changed  at  frequent 
intervals. 

Two  courses  were  held,  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education,  during  the  year.  Both  these  courses  were  primarily  aimed 
at  furthering  the  knowledge  and  techniques  of  the  health  visitors,  nurses, 
sanitary  inspectors  and  medical  officers,  in  how  to  educate  the  public. 

A  principal  duty  of  the  professional  workers  in  a  Health  Department  is 
to  educate  the  public  and  this  is  done  on  a  very  large  scale  in  relation  to  food 
hygiene,  atmospheric  pollution,  child  health  and  a  variety  of  other  subjects 
both  by  group  discussion  and  by  individual  interview. 
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VII.  Mental  Health. 

1.  Administration. 

(a)  No  fundamental  change  in  the  administration  of  this  service  took 
place  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  work  of  the 
Mental  Health  Section  and  the  assistant  medical  staff  carry  out  appropriate 
medical  duties.  There  are  now  three  full-time  duly  authorised  officers,  a 
woman  officer  having  been  appointed  on  ist  July,  1951.  A  Centre  Supervisor 
and  two  Assistant  Supervisors  staff  the  Occupation  Centre  at  Bairstow  Street. 

(c)  Supervision  of  mental  defectives  on  licence  from  institutions  is 
carried  out  regularly  by  the  mental  health  visitors  and  help  given  in  settling 

•the  individual  in  the  outside  community.  Eight  such  cases  were  under  care 
during  1951.  In  addition,  patients  are  supervised  whilst  on  holiday  licence  in 
the  general  community. 

(d)  No  duty  is  delegated  to  voluntary  associations. 

(e)  An  authorised  officer  attended  a  course  for  mental  health  workers 
at  Sheffield  and  two  assistant  supervisors  attended  one  at  Manchester  during 
1951. 

2.  Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  community. 

(a)  Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  ;  Prevention, 
care  and  after-care.  A  system  of  visiting  patients  in  need  of  care  and  after¬ 
care  has  been  instituted  whereby  all  patients  on  discharge  from  hospital  are 
visited  and  re-visited  if  they  require  the  service.  In  addition  there  has  been 
increased  consultation  with  general  practitioners  over  a  variety  of  problems 
arising  in  individual  cases,  so  that  very  gradually  a  more  efficient  service  is 
being  provided  for  the  person  in  need. 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly 
Authorised  Officers. 

Number  of  persons  removed  to  Hospitals  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1951  : 

Section  6  Section  20  Section  21  Section  16 
—  6  107  55 

Senile  Dementia  cases  admitted,  not  certified,  15 

Number  of  persons  admitted  to  Hospitals  under  Mental  Treatment  Act, 
1930,  as  amended  : 

Section  i  Section  5 

67  5 

(c)  Under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  The  following  tables 
indicate  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  ascertainment  and  provision  of 
guardianship  and  supervision  and  show  the  number  of  defectives  receiving 
training.  The  number  of  defectives  awaiting  vacancies  in  institutions  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  14. 
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Table  19. 

r^ental  Oefioieiicy  Acts,  1913-1938. 


I.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1951 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Autho¬ 

rities  (Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944)  ; 

(i)  Under  Section  57(3) 

(ii)  Under  Section  57(5)  ; 

On  leaving  special  schools 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools  ... 

(b)  Cases  referred  by  the  police  or  by  the 
Courts  under  Section  8(1)  (a)  (or  as  a 
result  of  other  action  by  the  Courts) 

(c)  Other  defectives  reported  during  1951; 

(i)  found  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  .. 

(ii)  not  at  present  “  Subject  to  be  dealt 
with  ” 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the 
year 

II.  Disposal  of  cases 

(a)  those  “  found  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  . 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 
(hi)  Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safety  ” 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

(v)  Died,  or  removed  from  area  ... 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken  ... 

(b)  those  not  at  present  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective 
(hi)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken  ... 

Total  of  Item  II  ... 


Total  as  at 

During  1951  I  1st  January,  1952 


Under 

Aged  16 

Under 

Aged  16 

age 

16 

and 

over 

age 

16 

and 

over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

7 

5 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

7 

1 

1 

11 

6 

32 

24 

81 

68 

2 

... 

1 

3 

. . . 

1 

1 

15 

4 

81 

57 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

1 

15 

4  •  • 

4*4 

26 

15 

7 

1 

1 

48 

28 

179 

151 

30 


T  able  1 9 — continued. 


HI.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the 
Community  on  1-1-52 

(a)  Cases  included  in  item  II  (a)  (i)  to  (iii) 
above  in  need  of  institutional  care  : 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institutional  care  : 

(i)  cot  and  chair  cases 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 
(hi)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  ... 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  institutional 
care  : 

(i)  cot  and  chair  cases 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  ... 

Total  of  Item  III 

(b)  of  the  cases  included  in  item  III  (a)  above 
number  in  need  of  institutional  care  only 
because  of  poor  environment  : 

(i)  medium  grade  cases 
(ii)  high  grade  cases 

Total  of  Item  Ill(b) 

(c)  of  the  cases  included  in  Items  11(a)  (i)  and 
(ii)  and  II(b)(i)  above,  number  con¬ 
sidered  suitable  for  : 

(i)  occupation  centre 
(ii)  industrial  centre 
(hi)  home  traning 

Total  of  Item  III(c)  ... 

(d)  Number  of  cases  receiving  training  on 

1-1-52 

(i)  in  occupation  centre 

(ii)  in  industrial  centre 
(hi)  at  home  ... 


Total  of  Item  III  (cl) 


During 

?  1951 

Total 
1st  Janu 

as  at 
ary,  1952 

i  Under 
age  16 

! 

Age 

and 

d  16 
over 

Un 

age 

der 

16 

Age 

and 

d  16 
over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

jl 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

2 

5 

26 

20 

3 

12 

4 

11 

26 

20 

15  ■ 

15 

18 

8 

3 

3 

18 

8 

3 

3 

31 


IV.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under  Community  Care, 
including  voluntary  supervision  or  in  places  of  safety  ”  on  1st 
January,  1951,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms 
of  care  during  1951. 

Males  Females  Total 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ...  ...  ...  i  —  i 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  2  i  3 

Total  ...  3  I  4 


V.  Of  the  total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  under  Supervision  or  Guardianship 
or  no  longer  under  care. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried  during 
1951,  None. 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1951,  Males,  nil  ;  Females,  nil. 


3.  Training. 

Occupation  Centre.  The  Occupational  Centre  is  situated  at  Bairstow 
Street  and  continues  to  carry  out  splendid  work  under  difficulties.  The 
Centre  is  open  daily  from  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive  and  the  number  and 
ages  of  the  persons  attending  are  given  in  the  sub-joined  table.  No  facilities 
are  available  for  youths  over  16  and  the  centre  is  generally  overcrowded. 
New  premises  are  at  present  being  sought. 


20.  Preston  Occupation  Centre. 

Cases  that  received  instruction  at  the  above  Centre  during  1951. 


No.  of  cases 
under  instruction 
1/1/51 

No.  of  new 
cases  admitted 
during  year 

Number 

discharged 

No.  on  Register 
at  31/12/51 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F, 

M.  F. 

County  Borough 

19  8 

3  4 

2  2 

- - 

3  1 

2  2 

18  9 

1  2 

County  Council  ... 

7  4 

—  1 

5  1 

—  1 

3  — 

—  — 

9  5 

—  2 

Total 

26  12 

3  5 

7  3 

—  1 

6  1 

2  2 

27  14 

1  4 
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21.  Attendances  during  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 


Month 

No.  on 

Roll 

County 

Pupils 

County 

Borough 

Pupils 

Totals 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January  ... 

29 

17 

114 

100 

392 

286 

506 

386 

892 

February 

29 

19 

100 

174 

538 

302 

638 

476 

1114 

March 

29 

19 

no 

196 

470 

220 

580 

416 

996 

April 

31 

18 

174 

210 

532 

230 

706 

440 

1146 

May 

31 

18 

186 

264 

768 

362 

945 

626 

1580 

Tune 

31 

17 

182 

268 

818 

354 

1000 

622 

1622 

July  . 

29 

17 

106 

176 

568 

222 

674 

398 

1072 

August  ... 

29 

16 

50 

70 

198 

88 

248 

158 

406 

September 

28 

18 

204 

252 

694 

384 

898 

636 

1534 

October  ... 

27 

18 

168 

210 

638 

376 

806 

586 

1392 

November 

28 

18 

90 

146 

272 

316 

362 

462 

824 

December 

29 

18 

132 

190 

316 

240 

448 

430 

878 

1616 

2256 

6204 

3380 

7820 

5636 

13456 

VIII.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  is  now  a  well  established  service  playing  an  important  part  in 
domiciliary  care  where  sickness  or  infirmity  has  struck  a  blow.  70  helps 
were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  Table  22  below  gives  statistical 
information  regarding  their  employment  during  1951. 


22.  Domestic  Help 

Service. 

1951 

Existing 

New  Terminated 

No.  being  assisted  at 
the  end  of  the  month 

January 

292 

44 

45 

291 

February 

291 

36 

33 

294 

March  ... 

294 

32 

20 

306 

April  ... 

306 

34 

34 

306 

May 

306 

30 

38 

298 

June  ... 

298 

14 

II 

301 

July  . 

301 

45 

40 

306 

Aug.  and  Sept. 

306 

23 

12 

317 

October 

317 

26 

45 

298 

November 

298 

24 

21 

301 

December 

301 

13 

II 

303 
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IX.  Domiciliary,  IVIecfical,  Pharmaceutical,  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  Services. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Executive  Council, 
for  the  following  statement  on  the  medical,  pharmaceutical,  dental  and 
ophthalmic  services  administered  by  the  Preston  Executive  Council  : 

“  The  number  of  persons  registered  on  doctors’  lists  at  31st  March,  1952, 
was  121,479.  There  were  60  practitioners  on  the  medical  list  of  the  Council, 
38  of  whom  were  resident  in  the  Borough,  and  55  of  whom  were  also  included 
in  the  Council’s  obstetric  list  for  the  provision  of  Maternity  Medical  Services. 
There  were  also  six  assistant  practitioners.  The  total  gross  payments  for 
General  Medical  Services  for  the  year  was  £102,469  los.  yd.  including 
£4,132  I2S.  8d.  for  maternity  medical  services. 


"  On  the  31st  March,  1952,  there  were  53  chemists  on  the  Council’s 
Pharmaceutical  List  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances,  and  17 
contractors  for  the  supply  of  appliances  only.  The  Rota  Service  operated 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  and  allowed  for  establishments  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  to  be  open  for  one  hour  each  evening  after  the  normal 
hours  of  closing  and  one  hour  each  Sunday,  Local  and  Bank  Holiday. 

"  During  the  year  34  test  prescriptions  were  taken,  31  of  which  were 
satisfactorily  dispensed. 

“  Payments  to  Chemists  and  Appliance  Suppliers  amounted  to 
£162,420  I2S.  5d.  including  £984  15s.  6d.  for  Rota  Services.  765,951  pre¬ 
scriptions  v/ere  dispensed  by  chemists  during  the  year.  The  monthly  average 
being  63,829. 


“  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  37  dentists  on  the  Council’s  Dental 
list.  The  total  amount  certified  for  payment  to  dentists  for  the  period  was 
£127,  942  i6s.  4d.  Thirty-three  persons  applied  for  replacement  of  dentures 
on  grounds  of  loss  or  damage  to  original  dentures.  Ten  were  approved,  the 
remainder  being  required  to  pay  part  or  whole  of  the  cost  of  the  replacement. 


“  At  the  31st  March,  1952,  there  were  three  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners,  21  firms  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians,  and  three  firms  of  Dispensing 
Opticians  on  the  Council’s  Ophthalmic  List.  16,026  applications  for  glasses 
were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  20,868  the  previous  year, 
and  over  93,211  have  been  received  since  the  inception  of  the  Act.  Of  the 
number  of  sight  tests  given  during  the  year  14,561  cases  were  supplied  with 
glasses.  Applications  for  renewals  or  replacement  of  glasses  totalled  722,  of 
which  669  were  approved  by  the  Committee.  The  total  cost  for  this  branch  of 
the  Service  was 

£  s.  d. 

Payments  for  Sight  Tests  ...  ...  11,647  8  ^ 

Supply  and  Repair  of  glasses  ...  ...  25,523  9  i 


Total 


£37,170 17  7” 
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X.  Pathological  and  Laboratory  Service. 

There  is  a  close  co-operation  with  the  Group  Laboratory  in  the  investi¬ 
gation  into  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  general  epidemiological 
problems.  A  record  of  the  work  done  on  behalf  of  the  department  is  given 
in  the  table  below. 

Units  of  work, 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  86/47 
19th  May,  1947 


Bacteriology 
Chemistry 
Inoculations 
Serology  ... 


Total 


Public  Health  Dept. 
...  10,874 

1,192 
6,340 


18,638 


V.D.  Dept. 


7,160 


7,100 


Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(a)  Number  of  Cases  in  which  the  Council  has  taken  action 
UNDER  Section  47 — One. 

(b)  Reason  for  The  Council's  Action — Aged  Person  (Female), 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  and  unable  to  devote  to  herself,  and  not 
receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

(c)  Period  Named  in  the  Order — Three  months. 

(d)  Type  of  Accommodation  Stipulated — -Hospital  under  the 
control  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

(e)  Outcome  of  the  Action  Taken — At  the  expiry  of  the  detention 
period,  the  patient  remained  in  the  hospital  on  a  voluntary  basis,  to  receive 
additional  treatment,  and  is  reported  to  be  making  satisfactory  progress. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease* 

During  1951  no  untoward  event  occurred  amongst  the  notifiable  diseases. 
The  expected  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  and  there  was  some  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  when 
influenza  was  rife. 

Table  23  sets  out  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  in  recent  years  in 
Preston,  and  Table  24  gives  the  1951  notifications  subdivided  according  to 
age  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  each  disease. 


Table  23. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 


Smallpox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia  (Primary  and 
Influenzal)  ... 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 
Typhoid  Fever  ... 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  Non-Pulmonary 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria  ... 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

229 

44 

41 

5 

436 

316 

138 

130 

909 

1156 

505 

1821 

410 

104 

299 

140 

108 

83 

81 

89 

5 

1 

17 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

22 

4 

3 

14 

23 

14 

17 

129 

114 

134 

103 

38 

39 

21 

17 

28 

29 

30 

17 

4 

10 

1 

7 

' 

■ 

' 

' 

1948 

1 

1949 

1950 

1951 

4 

2 

— 

'  1 

218 

247 

294 

382 

1715 

564 

741 

1157 

298 

187 

432 

303 

83 

101 

76 

104 

- - 

- - 

4 

3 

1 

3 

5 

5 

2 

3 

1 

3 

— 

_ , 

1 

7 

_ 

6 

55 

28 

265 

147 

- - 

9 

31 

36 

26 

25 

27 

9 

104 

107 

100 

111 

23 

22 

38 

31 

13 

18 

15 

17 

8 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Table  24. 

The  following  table  gives  a  list  of  the  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


Disease 

Under  1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

lO 

1 

o 

ill 

lO 

d 

15—20 

20—35 

35—45 

'  45—65 

65  and  over 

Age 

Unknown 

TOTAL 

1 

Cases 

admitted  to 

hospital 

1  DEATHS 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

14 

34 

43 

62 

201 

17 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

382 

312 

I; 

...  •! 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

1 

1 

... 

... 

6 

6 

... 

Measles 

54 

141 

181 

211 

227 

327 

8 

2 

2 

... 

... 

4 

1157 

19 

1  1 

Whooping  Cough 

32 

35 

55 

51 

47 

77 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

303 

17 

...  .  1 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary 
and  Influenzal)  ... 

15 

2 

5 

7 

1 

3 

•  •  * 

4 

11 

3 

23 

30 

•  •  * 

104 

14 

65  ^ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

16 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

17 

16 

... 

Meningococcal  Infection 

... 

... 

•  «  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1  1 

Erysipelas 

... 

•  »  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  • 

... 

1 

4 

4 

•  . 

9 

2 

...  . 

Dysentery 

5 

19 

19 

7 

4 

32 

9 

4 

16 

7 

9 

4 

12 

147 

10 

...  . 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis  ... 

1 

•  « 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

•  •  •  * 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

...  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

...  . 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

2 

. . . 

4 

3 

5 

1 

4 

36 

1 

... 

Malaria 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

... 

117 

213 

298 

330 

342 

652 

38 

15 

54 

15 

42 

39 

21 

2176 

407 

67 
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Smallpox. 

Though  Preston  is  a  port  and  a  potential  source  of  smallpox  importation 
exists  through  the  crews  of  vessels  arriving  direct  from  North  African  ports 
no  definite  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  Preston  since  1929.  The  number 
of  vaccinations  known  to  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  is  set  out  in 
Table  25.  These  figures  represent  100  primary  vaccinations  and  73  re- 
vaccinations  more  than  those  for  the  year  1950. 


Table  25. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1951 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1951 

1—4 

1947-1950 

5—14 

1937-1946 

15  or  over 
before  1937 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  ... 

556 

63 

24 

78 

721 

Number  re-vaccinated 

2 

15 

14 

317 

348 

Total 

558 

78 

38 

395 

1069 

Diphtheria. 

One  definite  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year  and  recovered 
after  treatment. 

Tables  appended  indicate  that  72.46  per  cent,  of  the  population  under  15 
years  have  been  inoculated  and  since  a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  immuni¬ 
sations  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  are  not  notified  the  position  is  not 
unsatisfactory.  Over  the  country  as  a  whole  there  has  been  some  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  immunisation  carried  out  and  the  occurrence  of  small  but 
severe  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  some  areas  is  a  reminder  of  the  need  for 
continued  efforts  to  maintain  a  high  immunity  state  in  the  town. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Arranged  according  to  year  of  birth  and  year  of  completion  of  inoculation 
together  with  the  total  number  of  births  occurring  in  each  year. 

Table  28. 


YE.- 

tR  OF  BIRTH 

1  1  ..  1.  . 

1941 

1942  :  1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Annual 

Births 

1925 

! 

1 

1968  1952 

2032 

1949 

2380 

2574 

2219 

2170 

2101 

1962 

YEAR  DIPHTHEl^IA  IMMUNISATION 
COMPLETED 

1941  ... 

1942  ... 

1943  ... 

1944  ... 

1945  ... 

1946  ... 

1947  ... 

1948  ... 

1949  ... 

1950  ... 

1951  ... 

734 

358 

101 

47 

180 

53 

36 

13 

7 

12 

608 

284 

81 

82 

72 

117 

28 

4 

3 

485 

222 

137 

99 

172 

174 

29 

6 

368 

289 

107 

97 

137 

118 

35 

587 

299 

121 

69 

61 

141 

878 

369 

93 

27 

55 

1284 

259 

77 

30 

141 

1130 

120 

39 

131 

885 

189 

83 

893 

116 

Total  . . . 

1541 

1279  ;  1384 

1151 

1278 

1422 

1650 

1430 

1205 

976  . 

116 

Scarlet  Fever. 

This  disease  continued  throughout  the  year  in  endemic  form,  382  cases 
being  notified,  of  whom  312  were  admitted  to  hospital.  No  death  has  occurred 
in  Preston  from  this  disease  since  IQ45  and  the  long  continued  relative 
mildness  of  the  disease  has  resulted  in  its  sinking  into  comparative  epidemio¬ 
logical  obscurity. 


Measles. 

During  1951  there  were  1,157  cases  of  measles  notified  of  whom  19  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  The  great  majority  of  these  cases  resulted  from  an 
epidemic  which  commenced  in  the  last  two  months 'of  1950.  One  fatality 
occurred  during  the  year.  The  close  association  of  this  disease  with  children 
in  the  first  decade  of  life  is  brought  out  in  Table  24,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  notifications  were  confined  almost  entirely  to  that  age  group. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  in  1951  when 
302  cases  were  notified  of  whom  none  died.  Whooping  cough  immunisation 
has  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  day  nurseries  and  on  those  infants  whose 
mothers  have  asked  for  it,  but  with  the  advent  of  a  better  prophylactic  it  is 
hoped  to  introduce  mass  immunisation  during  1952. 

A  record  of  immunisation  carried  out  during  1951  is  set  out  in  Table.  29. 


Table  29. 
Whooping  Cough. 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1951 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—15 

Total 

i.e.,  born  in  year 

1951 

1947-1950 

1936-1946 

6 

139 

4 

149 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to  the  possibility  of  anterior 
poliomyelitis  appearing  in  epidemic  forixi.  Five  confirmed  cases  occurred 
during  the  year  at  irregular  intervals  between  April  and  November  and 
without  apparent  relationship.  Four  of  the  cases  were  males  with  ages 
ranging  between  9  months  and  37  years  and  all  showed  some  degree  of  para¬ 
lysis.  One  female  aged  two  years  exhibited  the  non-paralytic  form  of  the 
disease.  All  five  cases  survived. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Six  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  notified  during  August  and  from  each 
of  them  the  organism  salmonella  paratyphi  B.  was  recovered.  A  synthetic 
cream  was  thought  to  be  the  likely  source  of  infection,  but  a  common  link 
between  all  the  cases  was  not  satisfactorily  established. 


Dysentery. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  this  disease  during  the  year,  147  cases 
being  notified  as  against  265  last  year.  All  the  confirmed  cases  were  of  the 
Sonne  type  and  were  mild  in  character.  The  day  nurseries  accounted  for  27 
of  these  cases,  the  largest  outbreak  being  at  Hartington  Road  (15  cases). 
Mild  diarrhoeal  illness  was  reported  by  a  number  of  general  practitioners  to 
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be  fairly  common  and  widespread  and  it  is  clear  that  many  cases  of  dysentery 
escaped  detection,  and  indeed  were  never  brought  to  the  notice  of  a  doctor 
at  the  time  of  illness. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Thirty-six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  these  25  were  isolated 
cases  and  ii  occurred  in  minor  outbreaks.  There  was  no  fatal  case. 

These  cases  represent  the  more  serious  cases  of  food  poisoning,  many  others 
being  so  mild  that  a  doctor  is  not  consulted. 

The  importance  of  personal  cleanliness  and  clean  food  cannot  be  too 
strongly  represented  to  everyone  who  is  concerned  with  the  handling  of  food, 
either  in  the  home  or  in  trade. 


Treatment  of  Scabies  and  Verminous  Heads  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1951 . 

The  arrangements  which  were  described  in  an  earlier  report  have  been 
continued  during  1951. 

Table  30  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Centre  during 
the  year. 


Table  30. 


Scabies 

Verminous  Heads 

Cases 

Treatments 

Cases 

Treatments 

Men 

8 

12 

I 

I 

Women  ... 

II 

19 

35 

58 

Children  (14  years  and 
under)  : 

Boys  ... 

25 

45 

49 

83 

Girls  ... 

31 

55 

448 

841 

Totals  ... 

75 

131 

533 

983 

Tuberculosis. 

Formal  notification  of  a  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  was  received  in  respect 
of  124  persons,  as  set  out  in  Table  31. 
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Table  31. 


Formal  Notification 


No.  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 


Age  Periods 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Respiratory,  Males  ... 

• — 

— 

2 

6 

— 

3 

5 

9 

18 

15 

9 

— 

— 

67 

Respiratory,  Females 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

2 

4 

3 

6 

5 

6 

1 

1 

— 

30 

Non-Respiratory, 

Males 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Non-Respiratory, 

Females  ... 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

17 

In  addition,  the  deaths  of  eight  males  and  two  females  not  previously 
notified,  were  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  whilst  five  males  and  three 
females  notified  elsewhere  were  recorded  as  having  moved  to  Preston. 

Table  32  indicates  the  total  number  of  persons  on  the  register  of 
tuberculosis  notifications  at  the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  the  number 
of  cases  removed  during  the  year  and  the  reasons  therefor. 


Table  32.  Notification  Register. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

total 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 

culosis  remaining  on  the 

31st  December,  1951, 

on  the  Register  of  Noti- 

357 

223 

580 

86 

62 

148 

728 

fications  kept  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of 

Health 

Number  of  cases  removed 

from  the  Register  during 

the  year  by  reason,  inter 

alia,  of  ; — 

1.  Withdrawal  of  notifi- 

cation  ... 

4 

4 

8 

- - - 

- - - 

- - 

8 

2.  Recovery  from  the 

— 

disease 

24 

14 

38 

5 

15 

20 

58 

3.  Deaths  (all  causes) 

24 

12 

36 

_ _ 

_ 

36 

4.  Outward  Transfers 

7 

1 

8 

- - 

8 

5.  Otherwise  (Lost  sight 

of,  etc.)  ... 

7 

3 

10 

■ 

1 

1 

11 

During  the  year  653  contacts,  492  of  these  being  new  contacts,  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  were  examined  by  the  chest  physician.  Among  the  new 
contacts  eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

In  some  of  the  others  a  diagnosis  had  not  been  completed  at  tlie  end  of  the 

year. 

Table  33  records  the  deatlis  during  1951  from  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  grouped  according  to  age  and  sex. 
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Table  33. 


Age  groups 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  . 

1—  . 

5 — 

15—  . 

12 

10 

22 

2 

1 

1 

2 

45—  . 

10 

4 

14 

1 

— 

1 

65—  . 

2 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

24 

17 

41 

4 

1 

5 

It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  a  total  of  41  respiratory  deaths  eight  had 
not  previously  been  notified,  giving  a  percentage  of  19.5  unnotified  deaths. 


Venereal  Disease. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Mackay,  the  Venereologist  for  the  area,  has  contributed  the 
following  report  : 

“  The  Annual  Return  for  the  year  speaks  for  itself  really,  and  a  comparison 
with  that  of  1950  shows  that  in  Preston  at  any  rate,  there  has  been  little  change 
in  the  number  of  fresh  cases.  This  is  interesting,  as  taking  the  country  as  a 
whole,  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  number  of  cases  to  fall.  The  number 
of  congenital  syphilitic  children  remains  at  nil  as  in  1950.  This  is  most 
encouraging  when  one  remembers  the  figures  of  previous  years.  Liaison 
with  ante-natal  clinics  is  good,  blood  positive  cases  being  referred  to  me 
immediately  and  with  the  administration  of  Penicillin  to  the  mother  during 
pregnancy  the  results  are  most  favourable.  The  number  of  seamen  and  long 
distance  transport  drivers  attending  the  clinic  remains  small,  much  about  the 
same  as  1950.  As  is  expected,  the  majority  of  the  cases  seen  at  the  clinic  are 
residents  of  Preston,  the  sources  of  infection  being  frequently  outside  Preston, 
in  particular  Blackpool  and  Manchester. 

"  The  default  rate  is,  in  my  opinion,  low  and  in  all  cases,  bar  one,  the 
danger  left,  was  to  the  patient  and  not  to  the  community.  Tliat  one  case 
where  infectivity  remained  present  for  a  period  is  untraceable.  Through 
visits  Miss  Brocklebank  was  able  to  bring  seven  new  cases  to  the  clinic,  all 
being  definite  contacts  of  known  infections  where  persuasion  by  the  original 
patient  had  failed. 

“  In  all,  over  300  letters  to  defaulters  were  despatched  during  the  year, 
and  22  visits  to  houses  made.  As  a  result  of  this  work  130  patients  returned 
to  continue  treatment,  21  patients  were  “  lost  ’’  being  no  longer  at  that 
address,  four  patients  were  discovered  to  have  died  of  other  causes,  and  one 
other  patient  had  transferred  himself  to  private  treatment  without  letting  us 
know.  This  defaulter  follow-up  work  is  most  disheartening  at  times,  as  one 
finds  that  almost  invariably  the  patient  concerned  defaults  again.  As  a 
result,  a  very  close  watch  has  to  be  kept  on  all  case  records  and  I  think  our 
follow-up  survey  of  1951  should  be  improved  in  1952.” 
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Table  34  records  the  work  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  in  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  for  the  year  1951. 

Table  34. 


1.  Number  of  patients  on  1st  January  under 
treatment  or  observation 


2.  Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  under  report  : 

(a)  Syphilis,  primary 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 


secondary 

latent  in  first  year  of  infection  . 
cardio-vascular  ... 
of  the  nervous  system 
all  other  late  or  latent  stages  . 
congenital  (under  1  year) 

,,  (over  1  year) 


(i)  Gonorhoea  ... 

(j)  Chancroid 

(k)  Lymphogranuloma  venereum  (syn.  lym¬ 

phogranuloma  inguinale) 

(l)  Granuloma  inguinale  (syn.  granuloma 

venereum) 

(m)  Non-gonococcal  urethritis  (males  only)  .. 

(n)  Any  other  conditions  requiring  treatment 

(o)  Conditions  not  requiring  treatment 


(p)  Conditions  remaining  undiagnosed  at 
31st  December 


3.  Number  of  patients  suffering  from  syphilis 
and  gonorrhoea  discharged  after  comple¬ 
tion  of  treatment  and  the  final  tests  of 
cure,  or  who  were  diagnosed  as  "  other 
conditions  ” 


4.  Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treat¬ 
ment  or  observation  on  31st  December 


Syphilis 

1 

Go 

rrh 

no- 

oea 

Ot 

Coi 

tic 

her 

idi- 

)ns 

1 

Totals 

M. 

1  F. 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

Totals 

123 

128 

28 

10 

1 

i  21 

1 

6 

172 

144 

1 

1  316 

i 

5 

1 

i 

! 

1  ••• 

i 

i 

5 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

6 

. . . 

i 

1  7 

6 

13 

1 

3 

... 

!  1 

1 

3 

i 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

2 

5 

2 

7 

12 

10 

12 

10 

22 

3 

5 

•  • 

•  . 

•  •  • 

I 

3 

5 

8 

45 

8 

45 

8 

53 

54 

54 

54 

i 

1 

44 

13 

44 

13 

57 

: 

1 

•  *  * 

133 

40 

133 

40 

173 

36 

39 

i 

36 

13 

220 

52 

1 

1 

292 

104 

1 

396 

108 

1 

115 

13  i 

5 

i 

23 

1 

8  1 

144  1 

i 

1 

128  1 

272 

45 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area^ 


1 . — Water. 


Preston  water  is  obtained  from  upland  gathering  grounds,  chiefly 
moorland,  in  the  P'orest  of  Bowland,  and  on  the  southern  side  of  Longridge 
Fell.  There  are  two  intake  works  in  each  of  these  two  areas,  the  largest 
being  that  at  Langden,  near  Dunsop  Bridge  and  a  new  third  intake  on  the 
Bowland  Estate — the  Losterdale — was  constructed  and  came  into  operation 
during  the  year.  The  Bowland  Estate,  with  an  area  of  6,775  acres,  is  drained 
by  the  Langden  and  Hareden  streams,  and  the  water  is  soft  and  well  suited 
for  all  domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  supplies  converge  upon  the  four  large 
storage  reservoirs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Longridge,  and,  after  decanting 
through  these  reservoirs,  the  water  passes  on  to  Grimsargh,  where  it  is  strained 
through  fine-mesh  copper  cloth,  which  removes  the  coarser  materials  in 
suspension  before  entering  the  mains  to  Preston.  Work  was  continued  during 
the  year  on  the  relining  with  cement  under  pressure  by  the  Gunite  process  of 
the  old  brick  culvert  leading  from  Langden  to  Longridge. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  additional  information 
with  regard  to  1951. 


(a)  The  water  supplied  to  this  area  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 


(b)  About  250  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  were  made, 
and  about  50  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  consumers.  All  the  latter  indicated 
completely  sterilized  water.  A  copy  of.  the  latest  analysis  is  appended  below  : 


Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

Total  Solid  Residue  (Dried  at  i8o°C.)  ... 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  15  minutes  ... 
Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  3  hours 
Ammonia — Free  and  saline 
Ammonia — Albuminoid  ... 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 
Chlorides 

Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
pH  Value  ... 

Physical  Properties  ...  ...  ...  Colour 


68.0 
0.50 
0.06 
0.020 
0.068 
Trace 
Nil 
10. o 
Nil 
40.0 
40.0 
7.9 

13  Hazen,  Odourless. 


Remarks  :  This  water  is  of  good  quality. 
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(c)  The  raw  water  has  occasionally  slight  plumbo-solvent  action,  but  the 
continuous  addition  of  lime  to  the  supply  neutralizes  the  risk  in  this  direction 
and  the  average  pH  figure  for  the  supply  is  7  or  7.1. 

(d)  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

(e)  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  within  the  area  of  direct 
supply  is  34,578,  and  of  houses  and  shops  (combined)  2,385.  The  population 
supplied  in  these  houses  is  124,600  with  a  further  28,000  in  districts  supplied 
in  bulk.  No  person  is  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 


2.  Sanitary  inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Dwelling-houses. 

Table  35  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  dwelling-houses  in  connection 
with  sanitary  circumstances. 

Whilst  owners  have  generally  carried  out  requirements  it  has  been 
noticeable  that  there  is  more  and  more  reluctance  to  do  so  and  it  is  certain  that 
economic  reasons  are  the  controlling  factor.  Many  of  the  older  and  lower 
rented  houses  are  more  often  than  not  a  liability,  being  in  need  of  frequent 
repairs  through  age  and  normal  wear  and  the  restricted  rents  no  longer  meet 
the  expenses  incurred.  The  tendency  for  owners  to  pass  responsibility  on  to 
tenants  wherever  possible,  a  factor  stressed  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  is 
more  apparent  than  ever  during  the  year  under  review. 

Because  of  these  circumstances  many  houses  are  becoming  unfit  for 
human  occupation  before  their  time  and  the  list  of  those  which  must  some  day 
be  dealt  with  by  way  of  clearance  is  fast  becoming  formidable,  so  that  the 
re-housing  problem  is  now  more  complex  than  could  have  been  visualised  a 
few  years  ago. 
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35.  Table  showing  details  of  visits  and  re-visits  made  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1951. 


Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with 

Number  of 
Visits  i 

j 

Number  of 
Re-visits 

Dwelling-houses  : — 

On  complaint  ... 

1995 

5761 

Housing  Acts  ... 

258 

805 

Infectious  diseases 

886 

533 

Bakehouses  ... 

145 

34 

Building  sites,  sanitary  conveniences 

Butchers’  shops 

45 

36 

142 

6 

Common  lodging-houses 

98 

4 

Court  attendances  ... 

34 

— 

Dairies  and  milk  retailers  ... 

416 

36 

Drains  and  sewers  ... 

1129 

1387 

Factories  :  Mechanical 

95 

61 

Non-mechanical 

36 

24 

Food  bye-laws 

451 

77 

Food  inspection 

958 

95 

Food  markets 

577 

68 

Food  preparing  premises  ... 

360 

63 

Food  stores  ... 

134 

68 

Food  hawkers 

47 

10 

Food  poisoning 

28 

17 

Hairdressers 

88 

12 

Houses  let-in-lodgings 

26 

12 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  ... 

90 

23 

Ice-cream  vendors  ... 

493 

18 

Investigation  of  nuisances 

416 

281 

Miscellaneous  visits 

347 

75 

Offensive  trades 

33 

4 

Owners,  agents  and  contractors  ... 

790 

79 

Outworkers  ... 

21 

2 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 

30 

2 

Pig  keepers  ... 

14 

— 

Places  of  public  entertainment  ... 

100 

33 

Plans  for  alterations  or  new  buildings 

72 

5 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

723 

675 

Public  conveniences 

273 

15 

Public  Houses 

4 

— 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act 

6 

— 

Schools 

25 

— 

Shops  Acts  ... 

17 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

444 

54 

Stables 

9 

II 

Steam  raising  installations 

no 

7 

Smoke  observations 

61 

— 

Smoke  nuisances 

22 

I 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

32 

12 

T  ips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

30 

9 

Verminous  persons 

9 

13 

Verminous  premises 

97 

105 

Workplaces  ... 

18 

8 

Totals  ... 

12234 

10546 

36.  Table  showing  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected 


Sanitary  improvement  effected 

1 

Public 
Health  Act 

Housing 

Act 

Premises  dealt  with 

2065 

23 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Clothes  washing  accommodation  provided  or 

44 

3 

repaired  ... 

6 

I 

Dampness  remedied 

430 

4 

Decorations  renewed 

6 

I 

Downspouts  repail ed  or  renewed 

190 

I 

Drains  cleared 

246 

— 

Drains^tested,  repaired  or  renewed 

339 

— 

Dust  bins  provided 

43 

— - 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

70 

2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

173 

5 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired 

10 

I 

Gutters  repaired 

283 

— 

Handrails  provided 

9 

4 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

5 

2 

Nuisances  abated  (general) 

98 

— 

Nuisances  abated  (smoke)... 

3 

— 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

44 

— 

Passages  or  yard  surfaces  flagged,  etc.  ... 

32 

0 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

569 

7 

Premises  disinfested  or  cleansed  ... 

48 

Premises  treated  for  rats  or  rendered  rat-proof  ... 

114 

— 

Public  sewers  cleansed  or  repaired 

119 

— 

Rent  books  inscribed  correctly  ... 

30 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

312 

4 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

90 

2 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

26 

I 

Steam  raising  plant  improved  or  repaired 

I 

— 

Sufficient  washing  facilities  provided 

I 

— ■ 

Verminous  persons  cleansed 

II 

— 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed 

220 

8 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

W.C.  accommodation  improved,  repaired  or 

46 

— • 

renewed 

368 

2 

W.C.  ‘‘ tippler  ”  conversions 

8 

— 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

447 

8 

Woodwork  (general)  repaired  or  renewed 

159 

3 

Other  work  done  ... 

187 

8 
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(i)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

A  total  of  895  informal  notices  and  395  statutory  notices  were  served 
during  the  year.  These  are  itemised  in  Table  37. 

Eight  waste-water  closets  were  converted  during  the  year  and  assistance 
was  provided  by  the  Council  to  two  owners  who  took  advantage  of  Section  47 
of  the  Act. 

In  seven  instances  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  nuisance  orders  and  in  six 
cases  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  against  owners  who  had  failed 
to  comply  with  sanitary  notices. 

Unsatisfactory  environmental  hygiene  is  often  only  one  feature  of  the 
problem  of  a  bad  family  and  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the 
health  visitors,  welfare  services  staff  and  the  officers  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

Table  37. 

(A)  Details  of  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  regard  to 

Defects  found. 

Number  of  informal  notices  ...  895  in  respect  of  956  premises 

Number  of  subsequent  letters...  20  ,,  ,,  20  ,, 

Number  of  statutory  notices  ...  395  ,,  ,,  277  ,, 

(B)  Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Section  Detail  Number  served 

39  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

45  Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  42  - 

56  Yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

58  Dangerous  buildings  and  structures  ...  ...  20 

75  Dust  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

79  Manure  removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

83  Filthy  or  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

92/93  Abatement  notices  (statutory  nuisances)  ...  188 

103  Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

395 

(ii)  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Table  38  summarises  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act.  Action  was 
taken  under  Section  ii  in  18  cases  resulting  in  14  Demolition  Orders  being  made. 
In  three  instances  undertakings  were  accepted  to  render  houses  fit  and  in  one 
case  not  to  let  the  premises  for  human  occupation.  Progress  has  been  limited 
as  in  recent  years  by  re-housing  considerations. 
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A  clearance  area  of  22  houses  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  during  the 
year,  and  the  tenants  are  being  re-housed  as  quickly  as  possible.  A  particular 
problem  here  has  been  to  provide  suitable  accommodation  at  economic  rentals 
for  a  number  of  elderly  people  living  alone. 

Table  38. 


Number  of  informal  notices  requiring  works  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  statutory  notices  requiring  works  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Official  Representations  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Requisitions  for  Information  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Time  and  Place  Notices  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  to  make  fit  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  to  close  ...  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  premises  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Notices  to  Quit  served  ...  ...  ...  12 


(iii)  Overcrowding. 

The  position  as  it  is  known  to  this  Department  is  set  out  in  the  following 
summary,  but  this  does  not  give  anything  like  a  true  picture,  but  only  as  seen 
by  complaints  coming  to  notice  set  against  a  standard  which  can  now  be 
considered  obsolete. 


Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  and  referred  to  Borough 

Surveyor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  complaints  not  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  complaints  previously  reported  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  but  no  action  taken  ...  48 

Number  of  overcrowded  families  re-housed  by  the  local 

authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


(b)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Three  sites  are  occupied  by  accredited  members  of  the  Showmen’s 
Guild  as  winter  quarters  and  these  are  provided  with  proper  amenities. 

The  licence  to  station  a  van  on  private  land  in  the  borough  was  allowed  to 
lapse,  the  van  having  been  removed.  Two  new  applications  were  refused, 
one  of  these  being  a  second  application. 

In  all,  32  visits  and  12  re-visits  were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors 
in  connection  with  the  above  structures  and  proposals  connected  therewith. 


(c)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  four  common  lodging  houses  in  the  borough,  two  having  vol¬ 
untarily  closed.  In  all,  102  visits  were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 
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(d)  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Full  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Borough  Police  in 
ensuring  proper  sanitary  provision  at  all  places  of  public  entertainment  in 
the  borough. 

In  the  case  of  cinemas,  applications  to  the  Watch  Committee  for  a  licence 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  sanitary  fitness.  In  recent  years 
attempts  have  been  made  to  bring  all  cinemas  up  to  the  standard  laid  down 
by  the  Health  Committee.  There  are  19  cinemas  in  the  area  including  two 
theatres  that  hold  cinematograph  licences  and  in  1951  a  full  certificate  of 
sanitary  fitness  was  issued  to  13.  In  five  others,  because  of  building  licence 
difficulties,  a  provisional  certificate  was  granted  and  in  one  instance  because 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  and  a  failure  to  execute  the 
necessary  improvements  a  certificate  of  sanitary  fitness  was  refused. 

In  addition  there  are  three  theatres,  four  billiard  halls,  and  29  dance  halls 
in  the  borough.  Four  of  the  cinemas  hold  licences  for  stage  plays  and  five 
other  premises  are  similarly  licensed.  133  visits  were  made  to  these  places 
of  public  entertainment. 

Dance  halls  and  billiard  halls  are  generally  well  maintained  and  any 
minor  repairs  called  for  are  dealt  with  promptly. 


(e)  Drainage  Work. 

Drain  defects,  renewals,  and  alterations  have  occasioned  1,129  visits  and 
1,387  re-visits  by  the  sanitary  staff. 

Section  83  of  the  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  is  used  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gency  to  deal  with  blockages  ;  the  procedure  thereunder  prescribed  worked 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 


(f)  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  18  premises  established  as  offensive  trades  in  the  borough. 
The  trades  established  include  fat  and  tallow  melters,  tripe  boilers,  fell- 
monger,  gut  scraper,  tanner  and  leather  dresser,  soap  boilers,  rag  and  bone 
dealers.  Of  these  premises  the  majority  have  been  established  for  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  years,  five  only  being  required  to  make  application  periodically 
for  permission  to  carry  on  an  offensive  trade.  These  applications  have  been 
renewed  for  a  period  of  12  months. 


(g)  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Terminal  disinfection  for  infectious  disease  other  than  smallpox  and 
tuberculosis  has  been  abandoned  for  some  time  past  but  requests  are  occa¬ 
sionally  made  by  householders  for  disinfection  after  other  diseases  and  these 
requests  are  normally  acceded  to. 
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Disinfestation  especially  in  relation  to  the  transfer  from  old  property  to 
new  council  houses  is  regularl}^  carried  out,  furniture  being  dealt  with  by 
HCN  fumigation  in  the  special  van  and  bedding  and  linen  being  treated  in 
the  steam  disinfector. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  removals  of  furniture  and  household 
effects  were  so  treated  during  transfer.  510  rooms  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T. 
on  account  of  various  infestations  and  602  bed  overlays,  1,709  blankets,  1,172 
pillows,  1,051  sheets,  526  other  items  of  bedding,  526  dressing  drumis  and  106 
midwives’  packs  were  steam  treated.  296  library  books  and  eight  lots  of 
material  for  jumble  sale  were  formalin  spray  treated. 

The  service,  which  is  maintained  by  a  staff  of  three,  together  with  the 
necessary  motor  transport,  has  now  become  only  a  part-time  one,  but  the 
personnel  is  fully  occupied  on  other  duties,  acting  as  a  general  transport 
pool  for  all  sections  of  the  Health  Service.  In  this  respect  a  valuable  adjunct 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  has  been  built  up.  Calls  for  transport 
from  this  section  range  from  such  duties  as  delivery  of  laundry,  to  hauling 
equipment  and  supplies  to  the  Hostels. 


(h)  Factories. 

There  were  176  visits  and  12 1  re-visits  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors 
to  factories  during  the  year.  There  has  throughout  the  year  been  complete 
co-operation  with  H.M.  Factories  Inspector  on  matters  of  mutual  concern. 
The  following  tables  are  a  summary  of  visits  and  work  done,  etc.,  under  the 
Factories  Act. 


39.  Inspections. 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
the 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Non-mechanical  factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  . . . 

107 

60 

1 

Mechanical  factories  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

761 

156 

19 

1 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

6 

81 

*  ^  V.- 

Totals 

874 

297 

20 

1 
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40.  Defects. 


No.  of 

Defects 

Found 

No.  of 
Defects 
Remedied 

No.  re 

ferred 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

Particulars  and  Section 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)  ... 

3 

4 

— 

3 

• — ■ 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.  7)  : — 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(6)  unsuitable  or  defective 

22 

23 

— 

26 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

6 

— 

4 

1 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

35 

36 

— 

38 

1 

(i)  Outworkers. 

Under  Section  no  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  occupier 
of  any  factory  employing  outworkers  to  submit  a  list  to  the  local  authority 
giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  such  workers  employed  in  their  area. 
The  list  should  be  submitted  in  February  and  August  of  each  year.  Six  workers 
were  notified  in  the  August  list. 

(j)  Underground  Bakehouses. 

There  is  one  underground  bakehouse  in  the  borough.  The  premises  are 
used  only  by  the  proprietor  and  his  wife,  and  it  is  at  all  times  well  maintained. 

(k)  Rodent  Control. 

A  staff  of  one  senior  rodent  operator  and  three  others  were  employed 
full-time  on  pest  extermination  under  the  general  direction  of  the  sanitary 
inspectors.  One  rodent  operator  resigned  during  the  year  and  was  not 
replaced  as  it  was  considered  activities  in  recent  years  had  reduced  infesta¬ 
tions  to  such  a  degree  that  the  remaining  staff  was  capable  of  carrying  out 
the  work. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  No.  9  Workable  Area  Committee 
Meetings  as  representative  of  this  Authority.  These  meetings,  which  are  held 
quarterly,  are  organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to 
promote  co-operation  on  rodent  control  between  adjacent  Authorities  and  the 
Ministry. 

During  the  year  one  Test  Baiting  Campaign  was  carried  out  in  the  town’s 
sewers.  The  number  of  manholes  test-baited  was  423.  From  the  results  of 
this  two  poison  treatments  were  made,  a  total  of  1,436  manholes  being  poison 
baited  in  all.  To  facilitate  this  work  men  were  loaned  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  supervision  being  carried  out  by  the  senior  rodent  operator. 
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No  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 

There  were  no  special  circumstances  to  which  any  undue  presence  of 
rats  and  mice  could  be  attributed. 

Full  co-operation  was  at  all  times  maintained  with  the  County  Agriculture 
Executive  Committee,  Railway,  and  other  authorities  carrying  out  rodent 
control. 

The  work  of  the  staff  is  summarized  in  the  following  table. 

41.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
Business  and 
Industrial) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s  Dis¬ 
trict. 

20 

34383 

23 

5701 

40127 

II.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  during  1951  as  a  result 
(a)  of  notification,  or  (b) 
otherwise. 

{a)  19 

169 

119 

307 

{b)  31 

172 

13 

280 

496 

III.  Number  of  properties 

(under  II)  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats 

Major  3 

18 

21 

Minor  18 

163 

3 

43 

227 

IV.  Number  of  properties 

(under  II)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 

1 

• — • 

— 

4 

5 

V.  Number  of  infested  proper¬ 

ties  (under  III  and  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  i\uth- 
ority. 

12 

159 

— 

84 

255 

VI.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  : — 

(1)  Treatment 

_ 

- 

(2)  Structural  Works 
{i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
Local  Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under  Section 

4. 

— 

.  < 

■ — ■ 

— 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings. 

, 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Number  of  “  block  ”  control 


schemes  carried  out . 1 
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(I)  Stables. 

To  secure  compliance  with  the  by-laws  relating  to  the  removal  of  manure 
and  the  proper  maintenance  of  premises,  50  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


(m)  Shops. 

This  work  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  other  duties  concerning  shop 
property.  During  the  year  17  visits  and  five  re-visits  were  made  specifically 
in  connection  with  the  welfare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act. 

The  present  legislation  relating  to  shops  is  now  contained  in  the  Shops 
Act,  1950,  which  consolidates  all  previous  Acts  and  Orders  but  does  not  alter 
the  general  provisions. 


(n)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Efforts  were  again  directed  towards  bringing  to  the  notice  of  all  concerned 
the  necessity  for  proper  and  efficient  use  of  steam  and  heat  generating 
installations. 

In  January  a  successful  class  on  boiler-house  efficiency  was  again  organ¬ 
ised  for  stokers  and  firemen.  Six  lectures  were  given  and  technical  films 
shown  ;  there  was  an  average  attendance  of  26  throughout  the  course. 

Further  propaganda  work  was  done  by  the  smoke  inspector  by  keeping  in 
touch  with  staffs  and  visiting  as  many  installations  as  possible  in  the  borough. 
He  is  frequently  consulted  and  asked  for  advice  on  technical  problems  by 
people  who  are  more  and  more  realising  the  facilities  provided  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  in  this  respect. 

During  the  year  nine  applications  were  received  under  Section  102, 
Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  for  prior  approval  of  new  steam-raising 
installations.  Of  these,  after  discussions  and  in  some  instances  agreed  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  original  proposals,  approval  was  given  in  seven  instances.  In 
the  other  two  cases  the  firms  subsequently  withdrew  their  applications. 

Further  additions  were  made  to  the  atmospheric  pollution  survey  by 
the  establishment  of  a  lead  peroxide  apparatus  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
in  March  and  a  volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  recording  instrument  at 
48  Fancaster  Road  in  September.  In  the  case  of  the  latter,  opportunity  was 
taken  to  further  publicity  in  the  matter  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  setting  up 
the  instrument  in  the  window  in  the  town  centre  used  for  general  health 
publicity.  Here  it  can  be  seen  by  the  general  public,  details  of  its  function 
are  explained  and  the  previous  week’s  smoke  filter  pads  and  density  figures 
are  shown. 
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Details  of  monthly  averages  for  all  instruments  are  set  out  in  tables  : 

42.  Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  by  Deposit  Gauge. 


Ashton 

Park 

Chestnuts 

Sanatorium 

Rain  in  inches 

3-38 

3-57 

Total  dissolved  matter  in  tons  per  square 
mile  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5.68 

6-59 

Total  insoluble  matter  in  tons  per  square 
mile 

5-93 

4-25 

Soluble  matter  in  CSg  in  tons  per  square 
mile 

0.03 

O.OI 

Other  combustibles  in  tons  per  square  mile 

2.25 

1-53 

Total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile 

11.63 

10.84 

43.  Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  by  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus. 


Area 

exposed 

Weight  of  Bav 

5O4 

Weight  of 
SO3 

Station 

in 

samples 

in 

controls 

due  to 
exposure 

sq.  cm. 

mg. 

mg. 

mg. 

mg/ioo  sq. 
cm/day 

Ashton  Park 

100 

97 

1.92 

95.08 

1.08 

Chestnuts 

Sanatorium 

100 

92.21 

1.92 

90.29 

1.03 

Preston  Royal 

Infirmary 

100 

174.9 

1.80 

173.10 

1-95 
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44.  Concentration  of  Smoke  and  SuSphur  Dioxide  by  the 

Volumetric  Method. 

Station — Lancaster  Road. 


Month 

Smoke  (ex 
milligrams  p( 
met 

pressed  as 

3r  100  cubic 
.res) 

Sulphur  Dioxi 
as  parts  per 
parts 

de  (expressed 

100  million 
of  air) 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest  daily 
Average 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest  daily 
Average 

September 

23.0 

41.0 

6.0 

II. 0 

October 

46.0 

lOI.O 

14.0 

26.2 

November 

28.0 

55-0 

9.2 

14-5 

December 

31.0 

77.0 

II. 6 

43-3 

(o)  Public  Conveniences. 

Public  conveniences,  which  had  been  a  subject  of  discussion  within 
Council  Committees  for  some  time  past  and  where  supervision  and  control 
was  hitherto  in  the  hands  of  three  independent  committees,  passed  under  the 
control  of  the  Health  Committee  on  the  ist  April.  24  were  acquired  frorri  the 
Highways  Committee,  5  from  the  Markets  Committee  and  28  from  the  Parks 
and  Cemeteries  Committee,  which  retained  control  over  the  units  in  games 
pavilions  in  the  parks  that  are  available  for  use  only  in  association  with  the 
specific  purpose  to  which  the  pavilions  are  put. 

A  full  report  on  the  public  conveniences  including  observations  on  their 
present  servicing  and  structural  condition  and  comments  on  the  need  for 
additional  provision  in  certain  circumstances  was  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committee  in  March  and  after  detailed  consideration  a  defined  policy  emerged. 

As  to  new  provision,  it  was  considered  that  16  existing  conveniences 
needed  replacement  and  that  10  new  conveniences  were  needed  in  areas  not 
at  present  adequately  served.  Formal  approval  was  given  to  a  plan  already 
under  discussion  for  the  erection  of  new  conveniences  at  Stanley  Street  and 
three  other  sites  were  approved  and  plans  and  specifications  called  for. 

Repairs  and  improvements  both  of  major  and  of  minor  nature  have  been 
effected  and  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  amenities  provided  at  the 
places  staffed  on  a  full-time  basis  was  achieved  including  the  provision  of 


hot  water  for  washing  purposes  at  Birley  Street,  and  the  provision  for  sale 
of  sanitary  towels  and  the  installation  of  small  gas  incinerators  at 
Church  Street  and  Birley  Street. 

Maintenance  is  carried  out  by  a  whole-time  staff  of  eight  men  and  five 
women  under  the  supervision  of  a  foreman  six  of  the  men  effecting  daily 
cleaning  of  55  blocks  throughout  the  town  whilst  the  remainder  serve  at  the 
Church  Street  and  Birley  Street  conveniences.  The  complete  arrangements 
are  generally  supervised  and  controlled  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Control  of  this  particular  problem  by  one  committee  has  allowed  to  take 
place  already  some  appreciable  improvement  in  the  overall  position  but  itjis 
clear  that  to  raise  the  quantitative  and  qualitative  standard  to  that  which 
is  universally  desired  is  a  long  term  project  which  will  have  to  be  pursued 
with  diligence  and  pertinacity. 

(p)  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  Part  2  registrations, 
32  visits  were  paid  to  premises,  mainly  small  mixed  business  shops  seeking 
registration  under  the  Act. 

(q)  Hairdressing  EstabJishmentsA 

Twelve  additional  registrations  and  one  change  of  registration  under 
Section  108,  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  were  approved  during  the  year. 
Three  businesses  ceased  to  operate. 

In  all,  88  visits  and  12  re-visits  had  to  be  made  to  deal  with  complaints 
and  possible  infringements. 

(r)  Fertilisers  and  Feedingstuffs  Act,  1926. 

Three  samples  of  fertiliser  were  taken  during  the  year.  One  purchaser 
of  feedingstuffs  exercised  his  right  under  Section  3  to  require  a  sample  of  the 
article  supplied  to  him  to  be  examined  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst.  The 
prescribed  procedure  was  carried  out  and  the  result  of  the  examination 
communicated  to  the  purchaser. 

The^results  of  all  samples  taken  are  itemised"  below”: 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples  taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Sulphate  of  Potash 

I 

I 

— 

National  Growmore  Fertiliser 

I 

I 

— 

Meat  Meal  ... 

I 

— 

I 

National  Pig  Meal  No.  2  ... 

I 

I 

— 

Totals 

4 

3 

I 

59 


(s)  Rag  Flock. 

On  the  1st  November,  1951  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Act,  1951,  together  with  Regulations  made  thereunder  came  into  force. 

In  accordance  with  Section  2  of  the  new  Act  four  premises  using  filling 
materials  were  registered.  There  are  no  premises  situated  in  the  Borough 
to  which  Section  4  of  the  Act  applies  requiring  licensing. 

The  changes  brought  about  by  the  alteration  in  the  law  include  the 
necessity  now  to  have  samples  of  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
examined  by  a  prescribed  Analyst  at  the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Slumberland 
(Research)  Ltd.,  Stockport,  in  place  of  the  Public  Analyst. 


(t)  IVIerchandise^lViarks  Act,  1887. 

During  the  year  there  was  one  successful  prosecution  under  Section  2 
of  the  above  Act  for  using  a  false  trade  description  in  relation  to  food,  namely 
Canary  Tomatoes  displayed  as  English.  A  fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 

There  is  still  a  good  deal  of  laxity  on  the  part  of  some  traders  to  loosely 
or  wrongly  describe  foods  on  display.  Repeated  warnings  have  been  given 
by  the  Inspectors  and  it  was  only  after  repeated  requests  had  been  ignored 
that  this  ultimate  step  was  taken.  It  seems  to  have  had  a  salutary  effect. 
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MILK. 


Food  and  Drugs^ 


(a)  Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  samples  of  milk,  including  56  Tuberculin 
Tested,  one  Sterilised  and  20  Pasteurised  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
from  supplies  coming  into  the  Borough.  A  summary  of  these  results  is 
given  in  Table Four  of  these  samples  were  reported  as  Positive.  As  a 
result  of  the  visits  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Inspectors  to  these  producers 
two  cows  were  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938,  and  slaughtered. 
All  herds  subjected  to  these  investigations  are  certified  clear  of  tubercle 
infected  milk  before  the  investigation  is  closed.  No  action  was  necessary 
during  the  year  under  Article  20(1)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


Table  45.  Milk  Samples  taken  for  Biological  Examination. 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Absent 

Present 

Ungraded 

119 

115 

4 

Tuberculin-Tested 

56 

56 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Pasteurised 

20 

20 

— 

Totals  ... 

196 

192 

4 

(b)  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Table  46  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  from  producer/retailers 
or  from  known  farm  supplies  the  information  is  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Milk 
Production  Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  for  his  investigation. 

It  is  felt  that  there  is  room  for  more  co-operation  between  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Local  Authorities  on  the  outcome  of 
the  unsatisfactory  results.  At  present  no  information  is  received  regarding 
the  steps  taken  to  deal  with  tlie  premises  from  which  unsatisfactory  samples 
have  come  and  which  have  been  so  notified. 
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Table  46.  Milk  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Coliform  Bacilli 
in  0.01  Millilitre 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

Absent 

Present 

Passed 

Failed 

Ungraded 

119 

92 

27 

91 

28 

Tuberculin-T  ested 

56 

44 

12 

37 

19 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pasteurised 

20 

15 

5 

20 

1 

Totals  ... 

196 

152 

44 

149 

47 

(c)  Chemical  Examination. 

A  total  of  435  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 
These  are  summarised  in  Table  47.  Eight  samples  of  school  milk  supplies 
were  taken  during  the  year.  One  sample  was  unsatisfactory,  whilst  the  other 
seven  were  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  sample,  which  was  deficient 
26.6  per  cent  fat,  was  bottled  milk  from  a  pasteurising  plant  outside  the 
Borough,  enquiries  established  that  an  agitator  had  been  shut  off  by  an 
electrician  working  in  the  dairy  and  had  not  been  restarted  after  the  repair 
work  was  completed.  This  resulted  in  a  batch  of  milk  being  issued  with  a 
subsequently  low  fat  content.  Follow-up  samples  were  satisfactory. 


Table  47.  Milk  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Examination. 


Class  of  Milk 

Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Informal 

For 

mal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Ungraded  ... 

189 

76 

8 

95 

10 

Tuberculin-Tested 

54 

28 

2 

22 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised  ... 

15 

12 

— 

3 

— 

Pasteurised... 

135 

116 

1 

18 

— 

Sterilised 

42 

40 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

435 

272 

11 

140 

12  . 
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(d)  Examination  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

Table  48.  Milk  Samples  taken  for  Phosphatase,  Methylene  Blue  and 

Turbidity  Tests. 


Class  of 

Milk  Sample 

Number 
of  Samples 
taken 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

Turbidity 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

173 

159 

9 

156 

n 

/ 

— 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

14 

13 

1 

14 

■ — • 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

— 

Totals 

236 

172 

10 

170 

7* 

49 

— 

One  sample  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  which  failed  was  rendered  void 
in  accordance  with  Article  i  Part  III  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised 
&  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  (Sample  kept  at  temperature  above 
65°F  in  laboratory).  The  other  six  samples  were  bottled  milks  from  pasteu¬ 
rising  plants  outside  the  Borough.  In  each  case  the  County  Sanitary  Officer 
was  notified  of  the  adverse  result.  Follow-up  samples  were  taken  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

A  total  of  10  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  test.  One  sample  was 
from  a  plant  outside  the  Borough  and  the  result  was  referred  to  the  County 
Sanitary  Officer  for  investigation,  he  reported  that  the  plant  had  been 
visited,  an  investigation  carried  out  and  that  follow-up  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  remiaining  nine  samples  were  from  plants  in  the  Borough.  Four 
of  the  samples  came  from  one  plant,  during  the  period  when  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples  were  obtained,  the  recording  thermometer  was  under  repair 
andjthe  owner  alleged  that  serious  electric  power  cuts  were  interfering  with 
the  pasteurising  process.  In  the  case  of  one  other  unsatisfactory  result, 
examination  of  the  time/temperature  records  showed  insufficient  temperature, 
whilst  in  another  instance  a  serious  breakdown  had  occurred  on  a  High 
Temperature  Short  Time  plant  at  the  time  of  sampling.  This  was  rectified 
by  plant  engineers  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  other  three  instances  of 
unsatisfactory  results  the  cause  of  the  failures  was  not  found. 

Satisfactory  follow-up  samples  were  obtained  in  all  the  above  cases. 

(e)^  Dairies  and  Milk  Retailers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  35  premises  registered  as  dairies 
and  during  the  year  two  premises  ceased  to  be  used  for  the  sale  of  milk,  these, 
together  with  one  other  premises  where  a  dairyman  now  deals  only  in  bottled 
milk,  were  removed  from  the  register.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained 
32  registered  dairies. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  163  distributors  registered  for  the  sale 
of  bottled  milk  at  shops  (an  increase  of  12  over  last  year).  Also  during  the 
year  six  distributors  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  or  pre-packed 
cream.  There  were  also  on  the  register  23  distributors  operating  from 
registered  premises  outside  the  Borough.  Approximately  28  dairy  farmers 
are  known  to  be  retailing  milk  within  the  Borough,  these  persons  are  registered 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Here  again  there  would  seem  to  be  a  weakness 
in  the  present  system  in  that  there  is  no  proper  liaison  with  the  Ministry. 
Information  is  readily  supplied  when  asked  for,  but  it  is  felt  that  up-to-date 
details  should  be  exchanged  as  and  when  changes  occur. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  each  month  to  the  registered  premises  and  advice 
is  given  on  hygienic  methods  of  milk  handling.  A  pleasing  feature  is  the 
steady  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  bottles  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  frequent  sampling  of  washed  bottles  in  dairies  has  brought  home 
to  dairymen  what  was  a  weak  link  in  ensuring  a  clean  milk  supply.  39 
milk  bottles  rinses  were  sampled,  of  which  four  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

On  the  other  hand,  inspection  of  newly  arrived  churns  at  dairies  for 
pasteurisation  suggests  that  complete  care  is  not  always  taken  at  the  farm. 
From  time  to  time  gross  dirt  can  be  seen  floating  on  the  top  of  the  churns 
and  on  occasion  the  temperature  of  the  milk  leads  one  to  believe  that  efficient 
cooling  has  not  taken  place. 


OTHER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Ice  Cream. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-three  premises  are  registered  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  of  which  343  undertake  retail  sale  only. 
Through  the  provision  of  the  food  handling  bye-laws  certain  shops  undertaking 
the  sale  of  root  vegetables,  potatoes  and  similar  commodities,  are  permitted 
to  sell  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  only. 

Regular  advice  is  given  to  shopkeepers  on  the  steps  taken  to  protect  ice 
cream  and  utensils  from  contamination  and  of  suitable  methods  of  sterilisa¬ 
tion  of  the  utensils.  15 1  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  65  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
25  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  yielded  only  one  unsatisfactory 
result. 

Visits  were  paid  to  both  local  manufacturers  and  retailers  when  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples  have  been  obtained.  12  of  the  samples  came  from  a  plant 
outside  the  Borough  and  the  information  was  passed  to  the  local  authority 
concerned.  Subsequent  sampling  showed  material  improvement  in  the 
purity  of  the  ice  cream.  Another  30  unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  a 
plant  within  the  Borough  and  after  a  thorough  overhauling  of  the  sterilisation 
routine  satisfactory  samples  were  obtained  with  regularity. 

Ice  Lollies. 

A  considerable  trade  in  ice  lollies  has  developed  in  recent  years  and  the 
back  kitchen  method  of  preparation  has  caused  some  disquiet.  Particular 
attention  was  devoted  to  this  problem  during  the  year  and  active  discourage- 
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ment  shown  to  those  small  shopkeepers  who  were  attempting  to  produce  this 
commodity  in  unsatisfactory  surroundings.  It  has  been  possible  generally 
now  to  confine  the  manufacture  of  lollies  mainly  to  large  firms  and  to  have  many 
small  shops,  who  possess  refrigerators,  undertaking  only  the  retail  sale. 

Thirty-three  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  one  was  found 
to  be  of  an  unsatisfactory  standard. 

Nevertheless,  a  number  of  small  shopkeepers  are  still  manufacturing 
these  lollies  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  the  absence  of  any  system 
of  registration  makes  their  detection  difficult  if  not  impossible. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

The  efforts  initiated  in  the  previous  year  towards  the  implementation 
of  the  Food  Handling  Bye-Laws  have  been  continued. 

5'a 

Table  No.  ecr  shows  the  number  and  varied  nature  of  the  food  handling 
premises  visited  by  inspectors.  The  two  sanitary  inspectors  who  are  con¬ 
centrating  on  food  hygiene  have  devoted  the  bulk  of  their  activities  towards 
cafes,  snack  bars  and  bakehouses.  Visits  to  proposed  new  premises  have  been 
greatly  facilitated  by  liaison  with  the  local  food  control  officer,  who  keeps 
the  Department  informed  of  all  applicants  for  food  licences. 

By  getting  information  at  the  inception  of  a  business,  good  practice  and 
suitable  equipment  can  be  suggested  from  the  start  and  a  newcomer  to  food 
handling  can  be  launched  in  suitable  premises  rather  than  having  to  carry 
out  improvements  after  he  has  become  established. 

Continual  publicity  and  propaganda  work  is  being  introduced  by  the  staff 
on  their  visits  to  food  premises  so  that  a  growing  number  of  proprietors  and 
staff  are  becoming  hygiene  conscious.  It  is  felt  that  demonstrations  and 
illustrations  on  the  spot  where  people  work  are  likely  to  produce  better  results 
than  formal  lectures,  though  lectures  have  been  arranged  during  the  year  for 
groups  of  food  handlers,  and  speakers  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  members  of  the  staff  and  speakers  from  firms  specialising  in 
catering  hygiene  have  addressed  selected  and  invited  groups  of  food  handlers. 
Food  hygiene  was  also  included  in  the  syllabus  of  lectures  to  kitchen  staffs 
at  the  central  schools  kitchen  for  the  Borough.  Progress  in  this  is  necessarily 
slow  and  reasonable  results  can  be  achieved  only  when  the  kitchen  facilities 
are  satisfactory  and  the  technique  of  the  worker  has  reached  a  much  higher 
standard.  Random  sampling  of  65  food  utensils,  namely,  cups,  saucers  and 
plates,  yielded  almost  without  exception  profuse  bacteriological  growths. 

Works  of  structural  improvement  are  progressing  slowly  and  are  re¬ 
tarded  by  licensing  restrictions  and  equipment  costs  in  many  instances. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  suitable  notices  should  be 
displayed  in  food  shops  requesting  that  dogs  should  not  be  brought  into  the 
premises  was  anticipated.  A  notice  was  devised  and  issued  as  premises  were 
brought  within  the  desired  standards. 
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Sampling  of  miscellaneous  foods  and  drugs  yielded  the  results  set  out  in 
tables  49  and  50. 

Table  49.  IVliscellaneous  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Chewing  Gum  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Almond  Paste  ... 

1 

1 

■ — - 

Dried  Egg 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Cherries 

1 

1 

— 

Cockles  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

— 

1 

Baby  Food 

1 

— 

1 

Tinned  Ham 

2 

— ■ 

2 

Totals  ... 

12 

5 

7 

Table  50.  IVliscellaneous  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Examination. 


Class  of  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Infoi 

'mal 

For 

mal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Foodstuffs 

118 

113 

4 

— 

1 

Sweets 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Synthetic  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sausages 

7 

2 

3 

— 

2 

Drugs 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Beverages 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Cherries 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Baby  Food 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Biscuits  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Totals 

145 

131 

11 

— 

3 
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Wholesale  Fish  Market. 

Daily  visits  are  made  by  one  of  the  food  inspectors.  The  Table  below 
gives  the  amount  of  fish,  rabbits  and  poultry  which  arrived  during  the  year 
and  the  amount  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs 

Dry  Fish 

731 

4 

— 

— 

Shell  Fish 

3 

13 

— 

— 

Wet  Fish 

3332 

4 

2 

— 

Rabbits,  Poultry,  etc.  ... 

13 

5 

— 

— 

Amount  rejected 

4 

8 

- — 

15 

Improvements  to  the  market  have  been  carried  out,  including  the  re¬ 
grouting  of  m.ost  of  the  paved  surface,  the  repair  of  the  concrete  surface  to  the 
railway  track  and  a  new  water  supply  pipe  (protected  from  frost)  to  serve  the 
various  wholesalers. 

Much,  however,  remains  to  be  done  before  the  premises  can  be  regarded 
as  modern  food  handling  establishments. 

Facilities  for  personal  washing  and  for  the  cleansing  of  fish  boxes  are 
both  obvious  and  urgent  necessities. 

Retail  Markets. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  market  traders,  friendly 
words  of  advice  or  caution  are  generally  sufficient  to  correct  minor  irregulari¬ 
ties  and  infringements.  The  system  of  two  inspectors  patrolling  the  market 
area  each  marketing  day  has  maintained  improvements  introduced  in  recent 
years. 

The  only  discordant  note  is  still  the  very  inadequate  facilities  provided 
for  displaying  foodstuffs.  This  is  again  stressed,  particularly  in  connection 
with  the  fish  stalls,  where  the  remarks  made  last  year  can  only  be  repeated. 
An  effort  is  being  made  to  persuade  the  various  stallholders  to  carry  out 
improvements  to  their  individual  structures  which  they  themselves  provide 
and  maintain,  most  express  a  reluctance  to  make  much  outlay  whilst  their 
terms  of  occupancy  are  from  day  to  day.  Nevertheless,  this  would  appear 
to  be  the  only  m^eans  by  which  any  improvement  can  be  brought  about,  as 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of  a  suitable  fish  market  being  provided 
in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Condemnation  of  Food. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  carrying  out  the  inspection  of  food  at  shops, 
wholesale  establishments  and  depots  during  the  course  of  the  year  have  had 
occasion  to  reject  the  articles  of  food  listed  in  Table  51  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  One  noticeable  feature  here  is  the  sharp  increase  in  the  number 
of  tinned  goods  which  have  been  surrendered.  This  has  been  wholly  brought 
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about  by  the  necessity  to  condemn  considerable  quantities  of  imported  tinned 
hams,  the  number  being  so  exceptional  that  it  was  felt  necessary  to  inform 
the  Ministry  of  Food  each  month  of  the  amount  which  had  been  dealt  with. 
This  is  done  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  for  details  of 
any  exceptional  circumstances  affecting  the  condemnation  of  foodstuffs. 

It  was  necessary  to  seize  and  have  condemned  by  the  magistrates  food¬ 
stuffs  on  three  occasions  during  the  year.  Successful  prosecutions  were 
instituted  in  two  of  these  occasions. 


Table  51.  Food  Surrendered. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Canned  Goods 

...  58,638 

15-2 

Confectionery... 

...  19,851 

8 

Offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

•••  15-378 

0 

•••  •••  •••  •••  • 

...  13,440 

0 

Fruit  ... 

6,976 

7 

Dairy  Produce 

544 

0 

Fish 

417 

8 

Dried  Fruits  ... 

342 

12 

Prepared  Foods 

212 

8 

Rabbits 

169 

0 

Mixed  Nuts  ... 

0 

H 

0 

Jellies  ... 

102 

8 

Cooking  Fats 

90 

13 

Artificial  Cream 

80 

0 

Dried  Egg 

56 

0 

Pork  Pies 

36 

0 

Ice  Cream 

12 

0 

Cereals 

10 

8 

Jams  and  Preserves  ... 

10 

I 

Bacon  ... 

9 

8 

Pressed  Pork  ... 

6 

4 

Honey 

3 

0 

Poultry 

2 

8 

Biscuits 

6 

4 

Pickles  and  Spices 

I 

12 

Beverages 

I 

0 

Total 

...  116,538 

12J 

Synthetic  Cream 


5  Gallons 
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VISITS  TO  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  various  premises  in 
connection  with  meat  and  food  inspection.  The  figures  shown  do  not  include 
visits  made  by  the  meat  inspector,  but  include  visits  of  two  inspectors  who 
carry  out  relief  duties  on  alternate  weeks  at  the  abattoirs. 


Table  52. 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Visits  to  food  markets  ...  ,..  ...  ...  645 

Visits  to  dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  459 

Visits  to  food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  423 

Visits  to  food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Visits  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Visits  to  ice  cream  manufacturers  ...  ...  113 

Visits  to  ice  cream  vendors  ...  ...  ...  511 

Visits  to  food  hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1053 


Agriculture  Act,  1S37  (Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949). 

Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  veterinary  officer  to  herds  in  the  borough. 
The  general  health  of  the  cattle  was  satisfactory.  Reports  are  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  to  owners  after  each  visit. 


Table  53. 

Number  of  herds  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  visits  made  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  cattle  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  ...  333 

Number  of  cattle  isolated  for  various  reasons  and  milk 

retained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Number  of  cattle  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  — 

Number  of  milk  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  and 

other  reasons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

During  the  course  of  visits  five  calves  were  inoculated  against  contagious 
abortion  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Calfhood  Vaccination  Scheme. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  certain  categories  of  herds  was  cut  down  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  as  an  economy  measure. 

There  are  13  farms  producing  milk  in  the  borough.  Three  farms  are  now 
''  Attested  ”  and  were  previously  “  Accredited,”  now  holding  "  Tuberculin 
Tested  Attested  ”  licences.  Three  other  producers  hold  “  Accredited  ” 
licences.  More  than  half  the  milk  produced  in  the  borough  is  from  ”  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  ”  or  ”  Accredited  ”  herds, 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  veterinary  officer  and  the  meat  inspectors  made  the  following  visits 


during  the  year  in  connection  with  meat  and  food  inspection  : 

Table  54. 

Veterinary 

Meat 

Officer 

Inspector 

Visits  to  public  slaughterhouses 

393 

8oo 

Visits  to  private  slaughterhouses 

— 

2 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops 

7 

26 

Visits  to  food  markets  ... 

5 

3 

Visits  to  food  preparing  premises 

— 

6 

Visits  to  shops,  stores,  etc.,  to  inspect  meat 
brought  into  the  borough 

41 

_ 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  was  loi 
about  12  of  them  being  regularly  employed  at  the  abattoir.  Other  slaughter¬ 
men  are  engaged  casually  during  the  period  of  peak  kill,  when  the  number  of 
animals  coming  for  slaughter  is  considerably  increased. 


Public  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  livestock  is  concentrated  in  the  borough  at  the  abattoir  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Meat  dealt  with  at  the  abattoir  goes  to 
districts  outside  the  borough  boundary,  but  the  inspection  of  all  meat  passing 
through  the  abattoir  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  this  authority.  Several 
animals  killed  in  emergency  outside  the  abattoir  were  brought  in  for  inspection. 


Table  55. 


N  limber  of  Animals  killed  and  inspected  : — 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1951 

1 1044 

28839 

3485 

305 

1950 

10074 

33689 

1589 

156 

1949 

8128 

29225 

1075 

3.37 

('asualties 

(included  in  above  figures)  : — 

Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1951 

396 

203 

727 

229 

1950 

...  ...  ...  435 

168 

474 

102 

1949 

...  ...  ...  53^ 

252 

374 

no 
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Table  5S.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

6474 

4568 

305 

28828 

3445 

Number  inspected 

6476 

4568 

305 

28839 

3485 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  ; — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

21 

104 

227* 

142 

142 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1402 

2659 

10 

3104 

284 

j- Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

21.95 

60.49 

77.70 

11.25 

12.22 

Tuberculosis  only  : — - 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

45 

217 

4 

1 

69 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

951 

2641 

— 

— 

228 

j"  Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  ... 

15.36 

62.56 

1.3 

8.52 

t  Estimated  figures.  *  Mainly  rejects. 


Table  57.  Number  of  Whole  Carcases,  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  condemned  for 

Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions. 


Animal 

Care 

ases 

<v 

4-> 

d 

(D 

c« 

0) 

(A 

<D 

Whole 

Part 

Head 

Lungs 

Liver 

Heart 

Spleen 

Kidney 

Udders 

Stomac' 

Skirt 

a 
•  ^ 

+-1 

cn 

d 

1— ( 

Tuberculosis  : — 
Cows 

217 

150 

964 

2641 

312 

160 

111 

76 

93 

186 

347 

2253 

2253 

Other  Cattle 

45 

58 

279 

951 

104 

37 

22 

16 

3 

38 

86 

791 

791 

Sheep 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Pigs 

69 

3 

228 

171 

152 

167 

3 

30 

2 

16 

— 

157 

157 

Calves 

4 

— 

• 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions  : — 
Cows 

104 

607 

184 

266 

2659 

80 

257 

235 

2594 

713 

169 

118 

118 

Other  Cattle 

21 

210 

190 

186 

1402 

75 

66 

60 

10 

209 

116 

53 

53 

Sheep 

142 

163 

10 

212 

3104 

199 

39 

10 

2 

— 

— 

14 

14 

Pigs 

142 

185 

23 

284 

277 

300 

64 

200 

111 

202 

2 

304 

304 

Calves 

227 

10 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

2 

— 

4 

4 

During  the  year  the  following  weight  of  meat  was  condemned  in  respect 
of  each  class  of  animal  shown  : 


Cows  Other  Cattle  Sheep 

447,646  lbs.  123,107  lbs.  13,630  lbs. 


Pigs  Calves 

49,569  lbs.  6,933  lbs. 


Compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
animals  killed.  This  was  about  10%  in  the  case  of  cattle,  but  over  100%  in 
the  case  of  pigs,  the  pig  population  in  the  country  having  increased  consider¬ 
ably.  In  spite  of  this  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  con¬ 
sumption  was  less  than  the  previous  year  and  the  percentage  of  animals  affected 
with  disease  decreased.  While  the  number  of  cows,  in  particular,  affected 
with  disease  decreased  there  is  still  room  for  further  improvement. 

Tuberculosis  is  still  the  main  cause  of  condemnation,  but  the  decrease 
during  the  jmar  in  the  number  of  animals  affected  indicates  the  fact  that  the 
disease  is  slowly  being  eradicated. 


Meat  Marking. 

All  cattle,  pigs  and  calves,  including  casualty  animals,  are  stamped  after 
examination  as  fit  for  human  consumption  and  any  meat  condemned  is 
marked  accordingly  so  as  to  avoid  any  chance  of  mistake.  Meat  deferred  for 
further  examination  is  detained  by  a  notice  attached  to  the  carcase  pending 
a  decision. 


Fresh  Meat  coming  into  Borough  from  other  Areas. 

Occasional  supplies  of  fresh  meat  slaughtered  and  inspected  elsewhere 
arrive  in  the  borough.  This  meat  is  presumed  to  have  been  examined  by  a 
competent  meat  inspector,  but  further  examination  is  carried  out  by  officers 
of  this  department  as  far  as  circumstances  permit. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  these  regulations.  Watch 
is  kept  to  see  that  the  regulations  are  carried  out  and  the  general  handling  of 
meat  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Meat  (Imported  and  Otherwise)  other  than  at  Abattoir. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  food  stores  and  distribution  centres.  All 
imported  meat  is  examined  in  the  country  of  origin  and  understood  to  be  fit 
for  food,  unless  conditions  of  transit  and  storage  have  damaged  the  meat. 

Retail  shops  are  visited  periodically,  but  only  rarely  is  it  necessary  to 
examine  meat  after  it  has  left  the  abattoir. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  imported  and  fresh  meat 
condemned  during  the  year  : 


Table  58. 

lbs. 

Canned  beef 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

307i 

Home  killed  beef  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

365 

Imported  beef 

•  •  •  »  *  « 

•  •  • 

486 

Ham 

»  •  •  •  •  • 

«  «  • 

25 

Total 

•  •  • 

i>i83.t: 

Horse  Meat. 

No  horse  was  killed  in  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 
One  shop  sells  horse  meat  killed  and  inspected  outside  the  borough  area. 
No  horse  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year  and  no  action  was  necessary. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

Two  cases  of  anthrax  occurred  on  a  farm  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
Both  infected  carcases  were  removed  under  supervision  and  destroyed  in  the 
borough  incinerator  together  with  all  contaminated  material.  Cleansing  and 
disinfection  was  carried  out  as  required  under  the  Order. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  at  the  abattoir  for  the  presence  of  anthrax, 
every  suspicious  case  being  tested  by  taking  a  smear  of  blood  and  examining 
it  under  the  microscope.  This  precaution  is  very  necessary  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  this  dangerous  disease  to  anyone  handling  the  carcase. 

A  steady  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  is  shown  in  the  figures  for  the  whole 
country.  Infection  usually  occurs  from  contamination  of  imported  feeding- 
stuffs  and  fertilizers. 


Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Order,  1938. 

One  outbreak  which  placed  Preston  in  the  infected  area  and  under 
restrictions  occurred  early  in  the  year.  The  cattle  first  affected  had  come  from 
a  farm  in  the  borough  and  contacts  of  these  cattle  passed  through  the  market 
before  the  disease  broke  out.  All  cattle  passing  through  the  market  were 
traced  and  placed  under  restrictions.  This  involved  a  considerable  amount 
of  work,  but  fortunately  no  further  outbreak  occurred  and  the  infected 
premises  was  limited  to  one  farm.  A  very  serious  position  would  have  occurred 
had  affected  animals  passed  through  the  market. 

Outbreaks  in  the  country  have  increased  from  a  comparatively  low  level 
for  the  past  two  or  three  years.  This  is  largely  due  to  a  heavy  increase  of 
infection  on  the  European  continent,  some  of  which  has  spread  to  this  country. 
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Boiling  of  Animal  FoocSstyffs  Order,  1947. 

As  many  outbreaks  of  notifiable  disease  came  from  uncooked  swill,  it  is 
very  important  that  this  order  be  complied  with.  Periodical  visits  are  made 
without  warning  to  pig  and  poultry  keepers  in  the  borough,  but  no  cause  for 
complaint  was  discovered,  stock  owners  generally  appreciating  the  necessity 
of  complying  with  the  regulations. 

Sheep  Scab  Order,  1933  and  1948. 

No  confirmed  or  suspected  case  occurred  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
Sheep  dipping  under  these  orders  was  carried  out  under  supervision.  The 
number  of  outbreaks  in  the  country  has  decreased  steadily. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1933. 

Swine  fever  continued  to  spread  during  the  year,  over  1,300  cases  being 
reported.  Suspected  cases  have  occurred  in  pigs  passing  through  the  market. 
All  contacts  to  them  have  been  traced  and  placed  under  restrictions.  The 
activities  of  dealers  trafficking  in  large  numbers  of  pigs  have  been  a  major 
factor  in  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

Two  suspected  cases  of  swine  fever  occurred  at  the  abattoir  which  were 
investigated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  A  large  number  of  in-contact 
pigs  were  licensed  to  the  abattoir  during  the  year  and  slaughtered  to  prevent 
spread  of  the  disease. 

IVIovement  of  Swine  Order,  1950. 

36,911  store  pigs  passed  through  the  market  during  the  year  and  4,488 
licences  were  issued  for  their  movement — all  pigs  passing  through  the  market 
are  licensed  to  their  destination  and  detained  there  28  days. 

Warble  Fly  Order,  1948. 

Under  this  order  owners  are  compelled  to  treat  their  cattle  during  the 
''  season  ”  to  destroy  the  warble  fly  maggot  ;  a  watch  is  kept  to  see  that  no 
animal  is  neglected  in  this  respect.  The  damage  done  by  these  pests  to  hides 
is  considerable  as  the  best  part  of  the  hide  is  damaged  by  them. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Thirty-two  cattle  were  sent  into  the  abattoir  by  Ministry  veterinary 
officers  under  the  above  order.  These  are  subject  to  a  detailed  inspection. 
Twenty-eight  of  them  were  totally  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  and  parts  of 
the  remainder  were  condemned.  None  of  these  cases  came  from  herds  in  the 
borough. 

These  animals  are  detected  by  several  methods.  Positive  milk  samples 
are  traced  to  their  origin  ;  calves  with  congenital  tuberculosis  have  their 
dams  traced  ;  routine  herd  inspection  is  carried  out  and  cases  are  detected  by 
private  veterinary  surgeons  in  their  practice.  Cases  are  also  reported  as 
suspected  tuberculosis  by  the  owners  of  the  cattle.  The  incidence  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  country  is  decreasing  slowly,  and  it  is  hoped  to  ultimately 
eradicate  this  disease  in  cattle. 


74 


Three  cattle  were  removed  from  the  cattle  market  as  suspected  of  coming 
within  the  above  order  and  the  owners  cautioned. 

Market  Sales  and  Lairs  Order,  1925. 

The  market  is  required  to  be  cleansed  after  each  sale  of  animals  under  this 
order  and  otherwise  as  required  by  the  local  authority.  Special  disinfection 
was  carried  out  on  several  occasions  when  suspected  disease  had  passed  through 
the  market. 

Transit  of  Animals  Orders,  1927-47. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  calves  and  one  pig  were  detained  in  the 
market  as  unfit  to  travel  and  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir. 

The  number  of  vehicles  cleansed  and  disinfected  was...  3,97i 

The  number  of  vehicles  inspected  was  ...  ...  ...  142 

The  number  of  written  notices  served  to  cleanse 

vehicles  w-as  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Sporadic  inspections  are  made  of  vehicles  and  verbal  notices  are  given  as 
necessary.  One  person  was  cautioned  on  account  of  his  failure  to  cleanse 
and  disinfect  his  vehicle  at  the  market. 

Animals  (landing  from  Ireland,  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man)  Order,  1938. 

Two  thousand  and  eighty-seven  cattle  arrived  at  the  market  on  licence 
and  390  licences  were  issued  for  their  removal  to  farms.  These  cattle  are  kept 
separate  from  other  cattle  in  the  market. 

Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  cattle  landed  at  Preston 
Dock,  130  sheep,  147  goats— a  total  of  4,269  animals.  These  were  licensed 
to  various  premises  including  some  to  Preston  market. 

Fowl  Pest  Orders,  1936-51. 

On  account  of  the  spread  of  fowl  pest,  restrictions  are  in  force  regarding 
their  movement  and  sale.  A  complete  stoppage  of  movement  except  for 
immediate  slaughter  was  imposed  locally  (induing  the  borough)  on  account  of 
numerous  outbreaks  in  the  vicinity.  No  outbreak  of  fowl  pest  occurred  in  the 
borough. 

Poultry  (Exposure  for  Sale)  Order,  1937. 

As  no  sale  of  poultry  is  allowed  under  the  fowl  pest  restrictions,  except 
for  poultry  to  be  slaughtered  immediately,  no  action  was  necessary  under  the 
above  order. 

Transit  of  Horses  Order,  1951. 

Regulations  were  brought  into  force  during  the  year  regarding  the 
transport  and  feeding  during  transport  of  horses  and  for  the  construction  of 
vehicles  for  their  transport.  Certain  provisions  came  into  force  in  June  and 
some  do  not  come  into  force  until  January  ist,  1952.  Advice  and  information 
has  been  given  pertaining  to  this  order. 


75 


Protection  of  Animals  Acts,  1911  and  1912. 

No  prosecution  was  undertaken  during  the  year  for  offences  in  the 
borough.  The  markets  are  inspected  regularly  for  cruelty  and  numerous 
verbal  warnings  have  been  given  for  minor  infringements.  The  efficiency 
of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector,  Lt.-Col.  E.  G.  Coventry  ensures  that  no  undue 
suffering  is  caused. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1937. 

There  is  one  riding  establishment  within  the  borough  which  is  visited 
periodically. 


Markets  held. 


Number  of 
Sales 


Dairy  Cattle 

Attested  Cattle 

Store  Cattle  and  Sheep  ... 

Pig  Sales 
Horse  Sales 

Collecting  Centres,  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Pigs 


49 

i8 

42 

50 

II 

n 


No  poultry  sale  was  held  during  the  year. 


Number  of 
Visits 

57 

i8 

46 

50 

II 

71 


Number  of  Animals  passing  through  the  Market. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  passing  through  the 
market  during  the  year  under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  years  1950, 
1949  and  1948. 

Table  59. 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Dairy  Cattle 

9.361 

14,075 

19,543 

17,768 

Store  Cattle 

10,657 

10,625 

10,820 

10,962 

Calving  Cows 

3,286 

4,378 

6,351 

7,326 

Store  Bulls 

218 

447 

501 

488 

Fat  Cattle  ... 

8,249 

6,364 

5,435 

4,088 

Fat  Sheep  ... 

18,579 

19,120 

17,979 

18,208 

Store  Sheep 

482 

D347 

917 

591 

Fat  Calves 

13,826 

15,548 

14,278 

14,126 

Rearing  Calves 

1,629 

2,261 

1,884 

2,523 

Fat  Pigs 

17,900 

15,296 

8,699 

4,327 

Store  Pigs  ... 

36,911 

36,605 

26,247 

22,359 

Horses 

540 

754 

904 

1,303 

Poultry 

— 

103,240 

84,672 

— 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  dairy  cattle  has  gradually  declined. 
This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  more  and  more  cattle  are  gaining  Attested 
status  and  are  going  to  special  Attested  sales.  The  number  of  fat  cattle  and 
pigs  has  increased  considerably.  The  steady  drop  in  the  number  of  horses 
reflects  the  growing  mechanical  age,  their  place  on  farms  being  taken  by 
tractors. 

Every  market  is  visited  to  ensure  that  no  notifiable  disease  occurs  there, 
as  the  spread  of  infection  by  the  number  of  animals  passing  through  could 
be  very  serious. 


CORPORATION  OWNED  HORSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Corporation  had  four  horses  working  although 
one  was  under  observation  regarding  its  further  ability  to  work.  One  horse 
at  the  Cemetery  became  aged  and  unfit  for  further  service  during  the  year 
and  was  able  to  be  pensioned  off.  It  was  decided  it  should  retire  and  spend 
the  rest  of  its  days  at  the  Liverpool  R.S.P.C.A.  rest  home. 


The  health  and  condition  of  the  other  three  horses  has  been  excellent 
and  they  have  required  no  treatment. 


Cleansing 

Haslarn 

Cemetery 

Dept. 

Park 

Number  of  visits  to  horses 

II 

3 

10 

Number  of  days  work  lost 

9 

.  •  • 

20 
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Port  Health  Administration^ 


Port  Health  District. 

The  Port  Health  District  of  Preston  extends  from  Formby  Point  on  the 
south  to  a  point  about  2,350  yards  south  of  the  Victoria  Pier,  South  Shore, 
Blackpool,  on  the  north.  The  dock,  which  is  3,200  feet  long  by  600  feet 
wide,  covers  40  acres  and  is  approached  by  the  entrance  basin,  850  feet 
long  by  300  feet  wide,  which  covers  4f  acres. 

The  communicating  locks  are  550  feet  long  and  66  feet  wide,  with  a 
depth  of  29  feet  6  inches  at  high  water  ordinary  spring  tide.  The  dock 
is  situated  in  the  borough,  and  is  about  16  miles  up  the  River  Ribble 
from  deep  water  at  the  bar. 

The  quays  are  miles  long.  There  are  170  acres  of  storage  ground 
and  37,489  superficial  yards  of  covered  floor  space. 

The  dock  is  equipped  with  hydraulic  and  steam  cranes,  and  has  ample 
railway  facilities. 

The  cattle  lairage  accommodates  800  cattle  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

(i) — Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,206  ships,  of  which  188  were  foreign, 
entered  the  port.  The  details  showing  the  tonnage,  classification,  etc., 
coastwise  and  foreign,  and  the  method  of  propulsion,  are  given  in  Table  60. 


Table  60.  Details  of  Ships  Entering  the  Port. 


Number  Inspected 

Number  of  Vessels 

Number 

Number 

reported  as 

By  the 

By  the 

reported 

on  which 

having,  or  having 

Number 

Tonnage 

Medical 

Sanitary 

to  be 

defects 

had,  Infectious 

Officer  of 

Inspector 

defective 

were 

Disease  on  board 

Health 

remedied 

r  Steamers 

133 

98455 

2 

111 

46 

29 

•  •  • 

foreign  5  Motor 

55 

17440 

2 

55 

3 

2 

•  «  • 

1  Sailing  . . . 

.  .  • 

*  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  ♦  . 

(^Fishing  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

otal  Foreign 

188 

115895 

4 

166 

49 

31 

Nil 

r  Steamers 

1694 

795906 

506 

98 

65 

Soastwise  Motor 

324 

96003 

•  •  • 

195 

29 

11 

•  •  * 

1  Sailing 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

»  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

Fishing  ... 

... 

... 

lotal  Coastwise 

2018 

891909 

Nil 

701 

127 

76 

Nil 

lotal  Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

2206 

1007804 

4 

869 

176 

107 

Nil 
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(ii) — Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic. 

Whilst  Preston  is  not  an  Approved  Port  for  the  landing  of  passengers, 
during  the  year  seven  alien  passengers  were  landed  and  these  were  students 
from  the  Continent  who  were  proceeding  to  England  for  educational  purposes. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  principal  imports  are  cement,  cattle,  coal,  cork,  iron  and  steel, 
motor  spirit,  potatoes,  potash  and  phosphat<^,pit  props,  timber,  stone  chippings, 
wood  pulp,  esparto  grass,  grain,  oil  seeds,  china  clay,  vehicles  and  general 
cargoes. 

Whilst  Preston  does  not  formally  deal  with  food  cargoes,  a  large  con¬ 
signment  of  foods  was  shipped  from  Littletown,  New  Zealand,  to  Liverpool, 
where,  due  to  berthing  and  labour  problems  resulting  from  an  epidemic  of 
influenza,  the  vessel  5.5.  Tropic,  British  4,500  tons,  was  directed  to  this  port. 
The  cargo  dealt  with  included  milk  powder,  barley,  casings,  corned  beef, 
tinned  hams,  peas  and  stearine.  The  principal  exports  are  coal  and  coke, 
pitch,  tar,  machinery,  vehicles,  petrol,  bitumen,  oils,  scrap  iron  and  bricks. 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  Vessels  arrived. 

Vessels  carrying  the  above-mentioned  imports  arrived  chiefly  from  the 
following  foreign  ports  :  Arzew,  Arendal,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Bergen, 
Bordeaux,  Cuxhaven,  Copenhagen,  Drammen,  Friedrichstadt,  Furusund, 
Fredrikshamn,  Gothenburg,  Gefle,  Gdynie,  Halmsted,  Hamburg,  Helsingborg, 
Helsingfors,  Kemi,  Karlstad,  Kotka,  Karlshamn,  Kalmar,  Leningrad,  La 
Palisse,  Larvik,  Littletown,  Lulee,  Loviss,  Marseilles,  Norrkoping,  Galo, 
Oran,  Paris,  Raumo,  Rostock,  Sundsvall,  Sfax,  Skelleftes,  Stockholm, 
Trondheim,  Valvick,  Vestervik,  Warnemunde. 

(iii)  — Water  Supply. 

{a)  Source  of  Supply. 

(i)  The  Port  derives  its  water  from  the  town’s  supply,  which  is  an  upland 
surface  water  of  good  qualit}^  and  well  suited  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

(ii)  The  vessels  are  also  supplied  from  the  above  source. 

Careful  check  is  made  to  ensure  that  ships’  domestic  tanks  are  maintained 
in  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

{b)  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes. 

Hydrants  are  situated  at  numerous  points  in  the  quay  side  and  hosepipes 
are  connected  to  them  for  supplying  ships  with  water.  Stand-pipes  and  hoses 
are  stored  in  suitable  accommodation  to  avoid  contamination  when  not  in 
use. 

(c)  Water  Boats. 

Water  boats  are  not  used  at  the  Port. 
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(iv)— Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  and  1945. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health. 

H.M.  Customs  (Waterguard  Service)  are  kept  supplied  with  Declarations 
of  Health  for  use  of  their  Boarding  Officers.  These  forms  are  supplied  to 
masters  of  ships  on  arrival  at  the  Port  and  it  is  usual  to  leave  a  blank  copy  for 
use  by  the  master  on  a  subsequent  voyage.  The  Declarations  of  Health 
collected  by  the  Customs  Officers  are  obtained  from  the  Waterguard  Office 
by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  cases  where  vessels  have  sickness  on  board  or  have  come  from 
“  infected  ports  ”  the  Declarations  of  Health  are  left  on  board  for  the  Port 
Medical  Officer’s  examination  and  a  record  thereof  made  in  a  book  by  the 
Customs. 

(2)  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arrival. 

All  vessels  entering  the  Port  which  have  come  from  any  port  situated 
in  the  list  of  Infected  Areas  prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  accordance 
with  Article  ii  of  the  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933,  are  boarded  on  arrival 
by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  after  berthing  and  crews  are  mustered  for  medical 
examination. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  Inward  Vessels  requiring 

Special  Attention. 

H.M.  Customs  and  the  Pilots  are  in  touch  with  shipbrokers,  who  have 
wireless  and  other  information  as  to  probable  time  of  arrival.  The  Barge 
Repair  Depot  in  the  river,  just  below  Lytham,  about  9J  miles  from  Preston, 
is  in  telephonic  communication  with  H.M.  Customs  and  the  Pilots. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Article  10. 

{a)  The  mooring  place  for  “  infected  ”  or  ‘‘  suspected  ”  ships  is  one  of 
the  mooring  buoys  in  the  centre  of  the  Albert  Edward  Dock  ;  all  other 
unhealthy  ships  are  “  breasted  off  ”  at  the  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or 
loading. 

{h)  There  is  no  mooring  station  outside  the  dock. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  Standing  Exemption. 

A  standing  exemption  from  detention  under  Article  14  is  granted  in 
respect  of  ships  with  infectious  disease  other  than  cholera,  plague,  yellow 
fever  and  smallpox  on  board,  and  ships  otherwise  clean  arriving  from  ports 
listed  under  Article  ii. 

(6)  Experience  of  Working  of  Article  16. 

In  order  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  above  Article  in  the  Port 
Health  Regulations,  1933,  instructions  have  been  printed  on  page  4  of  the 
Declaration  of  Health  under  the  heading  ''  Instructions  to  Masters  ”  that  no 
person  must  leave  or  board  the  vessel,  with  the  exception  of  Pilots,  H.M. 
Customs  Officers,  Immigration  Officers  and  Officers  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority,  until  she  has  been  cleared  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

Most  ship  owners  or  their  agents  have  courteously  co-operated  with  us 
in  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  the  Regulations. 
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(7)  Arrangements  made  for  : 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination  :  No  special 
arrangements  have  been  made  :  but  facilities  can  be  made  available 
at  Dock  Offices  should  occasion  arise. 

(h)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing  and  other 
articles  :  Quarters  are  disinfected  by  fumigation  with  HCN  gas 
by  arrangement  with  outside  commercial  firms  if  necessary  ;  local 
fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide  and  DDT  in  suitable  cases  is  carried 
out  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector.  Infested  and  infected  bedding 
and  clothing  are  removed  by  van  to  the  Corporation  Disinfecting 
Station,  Argyll  Road,  Preston.  Cleansing  of  persons  is  also  carried 
out  at  the  disinfecting  station. 

(c)  Premises  required  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Regulations  :  None. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever, 
smallpox  and  other  infectious  diseases  :  Cases  of  infectious  diseases 
are  removed  to  the  local  Isolation  Hospital.  Smallpox  is  dealt  v/ith 
under  arrangements  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

{e)  Ambulance  transport  :  Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  the 
Corporation  Ambulance  Service. 

(/)  Supervision  of  Contacts  :  Contacts  will  be  kept  under  observation 
or  surveillance  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 


(8)  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examination 
OF  Rats  for  Plague. 

Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary. 


(9)  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  or  Pathological 
Examinations. 

Similar  arrangements  as  above  have  been  made  for  other  examinations. 


(10)  Arrangements  for  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases 
AMONG  Sailors  under  International  Arrangement. 

Enquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  venereal  disease  are  made  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Leaflets  and  posters,  printed  in  English,  Norwegian  and 
Swedish,  are  distributed  and  displayed.  Treatment  is  provided  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Venereal  Disease  cases  notified  and  receiving  treatment  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  were  two  British  and  one  Alien  only. 
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(ii)  Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  Dead. 

Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  a  deceased  member  of  the  crew  of  any 
vessel  would  be  by  arrangement  with  the  Shipping  Agent  concerned  and  the 
following  procedure  adopted  in  the  event  of  such  person  dying  from  an 
infectious  disease.  The  body  would  be  removed  by  Health  Department 
staff  to  the  mortuary  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  notification  sent  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Mercantile  Marine  acting  for  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
for  the  purpose  of  local  enquiry  and  verification  of  the  cause  of  death. 
Cremation  of  the  body  would  be  advised. 


(12)  Other  Matters  Requiring  or  Receiving  Attention. 
Nil. 


(13)  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness. 

There  was  no  notification  received  of  a  case  of  infectious  sickness  occurring 
on  vessels  during  the  voyage. 


Table  61.  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease 

Number  of 
during  the 

Cases 

year 

Number  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Average  Number  of 
Cases  for  previous 

5  years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(v)— Measures  taken  against  Rodents. 

(i)  Steps  taken  for  the  detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  port  :  Enquiries  are  made  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  all  incoming  vessels,  and  any  undue  mortality  among 
rats  is  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  makes  the 
necessary  arrangements  with  the  Laboratory  of  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  for  bacteriological  examination. 

{b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port  : 
Daily  observation  is  made  by  the  rodent  operator,  and  in  the  case 
of  any  undue  mortality  similar  steps  to  those  detailed  above  are 
taken. 
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(2)  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  Ships 
AND  THE  Shore. 

All  ships  from  foreign  ports,  especially  those  from  infected  area  ports, 
are  required  to  place  efficient  rat-guards  on  all  mooring  ropes  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore.  In  the  event  of  vessels  not 
having  the  required  equipment  on  board  rat-guards  are  loaned  at  a 
charge  of  sixpence  per  guard  daily  and  a  charge  of  fourteen  shillings  is  made 
in  the  case  of  each  loss. 


(3)  Methods  of  Deratisation  of — 

[а)  Ships  :  Ships  are  deratised  by  traps  and  poison,  and  these  may 
be  supplemented  by  fumigation  by  means  of  HCN  gas  or  sulphur 
dioxide  if  necessary. 

(б)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  or  quays  :  These  premises  are 
subject  to  treatments  laid  down  in  official  directives  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  prevalence  in  Ships 

AND  ON  Shore. 

A  “  half-time  ”  rodent  operator  is  employed  in  Port  Health  work,  and  the 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  during  the  year  under  review  : 

Table  62. 


Number  of  properties  with  minor  infestation  ...  64 

Number  of  properties  with  major  infestation  ...  31 

Number  of  properties  with  mice  infestation  ...  12 

Number  of  properties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  530 

Number  of  Notices  served  re  infestation  ...  ...  — ■ 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  3080 

Number  of  poison  baits  consumed  ...  ...  1087 

Number  of  rats  found  dead  ...  ...  ...  919 

Number  of  traps  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  1395 

Number  of  rats  caught  by  traps  ...  ...  ...  293 

Number  of  rats  submitted  to  the  P.R.I.  Laboratory 

for  pathological  examination  ...  ...  ...  8 


(5)  Rat-proofing. 

[a)  The  major  part  of  the  ground  floor  space  in  the  warehouse  is  con¬ 
structed  of  concrete.  Any  possible  source  of  entry  found  during 
routine  visits  to  buildings  is  made  sound  immediately. 

[h)  No  action  has  been  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing  of  ships  or  on  shore. 
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Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 

Table  63 — On  Vessels. 


Table  64 — In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 


Class  of  Rat 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Black  ... 

35 

16 

14 

10 

25 

41 

30 

20 

25 

29 

30 

26 

30T 

Brown 

80 

38 

22 

60 

90 

120 

100 

80 

72 

85 

70 

81 

898 

Other  Species... 

61 

10 

20 

19 

29 

40 

47 

10 

28 

60 

67 

56 

447 

Examined 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Infected  with 
Plague 

. . . 

, . . 

»  «  • 

Nil 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  'Mnfected”  or 
Suspected  ”  Vessels  or  Vessels  from  Plague  Infected 
Ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  Year. 

No  such  vessel  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year.  This  Port  is  not  on 
the  list  of  “  Authorised  Ports  "  for  the  granting  of  DeratisationC  ertificates. 
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Table  65 — Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  infected  ”  or 
"  SUSPECTED  ”  Vessels  or  Vessels  from  Plague  Infected  Ports  arriving 
IN  THE  Port  during  the  year. 


Total  No. 
of  such 

V  essels 
arriving 

No.  of 
such 
Vessels 
fumigated 
by  SO2 

No.  of 
rats 
killed 

No.  of 
such 
Vessels 
fumigated 
by  HCN 

No.  of 
rats 
killed 

No.  of 
such 
Vessels 
on  which 
trapping, 
poisoning, 
&c.,  were 
employed 

No.  of 
rats 
killed 

No.  of  such 
Vessels  on 
which  measures 
of  Rat 
destruction 
were  not 
carried  out 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

As  from  October  ist,  1951,  this  Order  was  brought  into  force.  All  classes 
of  vessels  as  defined  in  Section  2  of  the  Order  were  searched  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator. 

Thirty-four  Local  Deratization  Certificates  were  issued  to  Masters  of 
ships  at  this  Port  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infestation. 

None  of  the  local  ships  required  treatment. 


(vi)— The  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

Table  66— Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel 

Number 
inspected 
during  the 
year 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

Number  of 
defects 
remedied 

British... 

701 

37 

43 

47 

76 

Other  Nations 

168 

14 

25 

10 

31 

(vii) — Food  Inspection. 

(i)  Public  Health  (Imported  Foods)  Regulations,  1937,  the  Public 
Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to 
1940. 

Seven  tins  of  "  C.C."  beef  ''  Salisbury  (42  lbs.)  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  food  from  consignments  of  food  received  per  S.S.  Tropic,  from  New  Zealand. 
Three  tins  of  "  C.C.’'  beef  (2J  lbs.)  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depots  on  the 
Dock  were  found  to  be  blown  and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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(2)  Shell-Fish. 

There  are  both  mussel  and  cockle  layings  in  the  Port  area,  the  main  beds 
being  off  Lytham  St.  Annes  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  between 
Southport  pier  and  Formby  point  on  the  south  side. 

Mussel  gathering  is  controlled  by  the  Preston  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations 
1923- 

Cleansing  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Lytham  Cleansing  tanks  which  are 
operated  by  Lancashire  County  Council. 

(a)  During  the  year  West  Lancs.  Sea  Fisheries  Board  commenced  relaying 
some  of  the  mussel  beds,  with  mussels  from  the  Morecambe  area  ;  by 
this  means  it  is  hoped  to  stimulate  growth,  which  has  for  some  time  been 
retarded  by  over  picking. 

During  the  year  the  Cleansing  Station  dealt  with  2,000  bags  of 
Lytham  mussels,  3,000  bags  from  Eire,  3,000  bags  from  Morecambe,  and 
23  bags  from  Knott  End. 

(h)  Cockle  gathering  is  not  under  any  control  at  present,  but  samples  taken 
over  a  period  have  shown  that  there  is  a  steadily  increasing  degree  of 
contamination,  so  that  it  may  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  introduce 
restrictions  on  the  uncontrolled  gathering  and  sale  of  these  shell  fish. 

(3)  Samples  of  Food  Submitted  for  Examination. 

[a)  Three  samples  of  cockles  taken  from  the  layings  off  Lytham  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ;  all  were  reported  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

(h)  No  sample  has  been  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

(viii)— Importation  of  Livestock  from  Ireland. 

During  the  year  3,098  bovine  animals  were  landed,  in  addition  to  16  goats 
and  30  sheep.  The  veterinary  inspection  of  all  livestock  arriving  at  the  Port 
is  carried  out  by  an  officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  One 
emergency  slaughter  was  carried  out  due  to  injuries.  The  lairage  accommodates 
800  cattle,  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

(ix) — Canal  Boats. 

There  is  now  no  canal  boat  registered  with  this  Authority. 
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National  Assistance  Act^  1948^ 

Residential  and  Domiciliary  Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons. 

During  1951  the  results  of  the  national  economic  situation  were  felt  as 
deeply  in  welfare  services  as  in  other  fields,  and  consequently,  schemes  of 
capital  development  did  not  progress  as  quickly  as  could  be  desired.  Never¬ 
theless,  full  advantage  was  taken  of  consolidating  the  existing  service,  and 
considerable  advances  were  made  in  improving  the  material  welfare  of  persons 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  service. 

The  merging  of  the  Homes,  Hostels  and  the  Blind  Welfare  Sub-Committees 
to  form  one  Welfare  Sub-Committee  more  closely  integrated  the  service  and 
provided  a  medium  for  co-ordinating  administrative  arrangements,  within  the 
frame  work  of  the  schemes  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

Residential  Provision. 

1951  was  the  first  full  year  during  which  the  Civic  Hostel,  Ashton,  was 
open,  and  the  results  obtained  have  fully  justified  the  venture.  Although 
very  tastefully  furnished  and  well  equipped,  it  has  proved  no  more  costly 
to  operate  than  other  hostels  less  adequately  provided.  No  hostel,  however, 
can  properly  be  judged  by  the  standard  of  its  furnishings  or  decorations, 
and  the  only  true  reflection  of  achievement  is  the  measure  of  happiness  and 
contentment  noted  in  the  residents. 

The  43  residents  at  the  Ashton  hostel  have  adapted  themselves  quickly 
to  their  new  surroundings,  and  continue  to  the  fulness  of  their  lives  in  an 
atmosphere  of  quiet  homeliness,  yet  eagerly  participating  in  the  surrounding 
community  life.  Progress  has  continued  towards  the  erection  of  grouped 
homes  within  the  Borough,  and  for  the  reservation  of  space  on  another  site 
for  the  erection  of  a  further  hostel. 

The  Preston  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood,  provides  the  main  accommodation, 
and  here  some  300  aged  and  infirm  persons  are  housed.  Still  further  adapta¬ 
tions  were  completed  during  the  year,  comprising  a  new  sick  bay  to  serve 
minor  ailments,  together  with  modern  medical  inspection  and  consulting  rooms. 
Work  was  commenced  on  the  re-organisation  and  modernisation  of  the  central 
kitchens,  and  additional  furnishings  installed. 

Every  care  is  taken  to  ensure  the  fullest  comfort  for  the  residents,  and  as 
soon  as  circumstances  permit,  some  of  the  larger  dormitories  will  be  sub¬ 
divided  to  create  small  bedrooms  and  possibly  bed  sitting-rooms.  Tobacco, 
sweets,  newspapers,  periodicals,  cinema  shows,  concerts,  outings  and  other 
forms  of  entertainment  are  a  regular  feature  of  the  services  provided. 

Whilst  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  total  elderly  populations  requires 
residential  care,  the  demand  for  this  provision  and  for  ancillary  domestic 
services  is  on  a  scale  never  before  imagined.  It  has  long  been  the  policy  to 
foster  family  responsibility  and  to  encourage  the  elderly  to  retain  their  proper 
place  in  the  family  circle.  Only  thus  can  their  personality  be  preserved, 
and  the  distressing  effeets  of  loneliness,  immobility  and  helplessness  be 
overcome. 
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Unfortunately,  various  factors  such  as  the  separation  of  families  through 
economic  and  moral  causes,  have  weakened  family  life,  its  unity,  and  its 
sense  of  responsibility.  With  so  many  housewives  in  employment  and 
adolescents  earning  inflated  wages,  frequently  the  father  of  the  household 
finds  himself  no  longer  in  the  position  of  the  breadwinner.  Slowly  but  steadily 
he  loses  his  parental  respect,  and  later  in  life  when  he  needs  the  care  and  assis¬ 
tance  of  his  family,  there  is  no  legal  or  moral  obligation  upon  them  to  maintain 
this  ageing  parent. 

The  overcrowded  state  of  many  dwellings  makes  young  couples  unwilling 
to  allocate  rooms  to  their  elders,  and  knowing  the  standard  of  comfort  obtain¬ 
ing  in  present  day  civic  hostels,  they  are  willing  to  unshoulder  their  burden 
and  encourage  the  old  folk  to  seek  admission  to  these  hostels. 

To  meet  this  growing  demand,  full  use  is  made  of  other  hostels  managed 
by  voluntary  organisations  or  local  authorities,  and  persons  suffering  from 
a  specific  disability  are  transferred  to  establishments  which  specialise  in  the 
care  of  that  particular  type  of  person. 

The  following  tables  illustrate  the  number  of  persons  for  whom  residential 
accommodation  is  provided  : — 

Table  67. 

Total  number  of  persons  for  whom  residential  accommodation  was  provided 

during  1951  at  Preston  Civic  Hostels. 

Admissions  in  1951  during  the  months  of  : 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

40 

30 

19 

29 

10 

16 

20 

20 

16 

15 

22 

19 

256 

Table  68. 

Statistics  of  persons  resident  in  accommodation  on  31st  December,  1951. 

Residential  accommodation. 


Description  of 
persons 

accommodated 

In 

premises 
managed  by 
Council 

In  accommodation  . 
provided  on  behalf  of  the 
Council 

No.  of  persons 
accommoda¬ 
ted  for  whom 
other  local 
authorities 
are 

responsible 

Total  No. 
of  persons 
for  whom  the 
Council  are 
responsible 

By  other 
local 

authorities 

By  voluntary 
organisa¬ 
tions 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Aged  ... 

105 

101 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

9 

7 

98 

94 

Physically  or 

Mentally  Infirm  . . . 

10 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

7 

7 

Blind  or  partially- 

sighted 

13 

8 

- - 

— 

1 

9 

2 

— 

12 

17 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Epileptics 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Cripples 

20 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— ■ 

18 

10 

Total  ... 

153 

136 

4 

4 

1 

10 

17 

15 

141 

135 

88 


Reception  Centre. 

A  new  reception  centre  was  opened  during  the  year,  to  provide  niglitty 
shelter  for  40  persons  without  a  settled  way  of  living.  The  construction  of 
this  building  and  its  contents  vividly  mark  the  enlightened  approach  to  the 
problem  of  the  former  "  casual  or  “  tramp.’'  The  task  cells  of  old  have  given 
way  to  airy,  well- ventilated  dormitories,  and  proper  sanitary  provision.  The 
tendency  to-day  is  to  encourage  this  type  of  person  to  settle  down  and  lead  a 
normal  existence  and  become  a  useful  member  of  the  community.  The  effect 
of  this  policy  is  not  yet  apparent. 

The  number  accommodated,  as  indicated  in  Table  69,  .shows  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year,  but  this  is  due  to  the  closing  down  of  other  nearby 
unsuitable  centres.  It  is  encouraging  to  observe  that  the  national  figures 
of  persons  using  these  centres  is  reaching  a  lower  and  more  stable  level,  and 
that  the  number  of  children  moving  aimlessly  from  place  to  place  shows  a 
drastic  reduction.  The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  frequenting  the 
centre. 


Table  69. 

Return  of  persons  accommoclatect  in  the  Reception  Centre,  Civic  Hostel, 

Fulwood,  Year  1951. 


Month 

Men 

Women 

Children 
under  16 

1951 

Total 

1950 

Total 

1949 

Total 

January  ... 

903 

25 

2 

930 

879 

634 

February 

820 

23 

4 

847 

741 

468 

March 

908 

41 

4 

953 

917 

651 

April 

888 

53 

3 

944 

917 

768 

May 

989 

29 

2 

1020 

1206 

950 

June  . 

894 

24 

2 

920 

1018 

824 

July  . 

912 

21 

1 

934 

967 

834 

August  ... 

1024 

25 

— • 

1049 

945 

880 

September 

917 

28 

2 

947 

903 

844 

October  ... 

897 

22 

— 

919 

888 

882 

November 

898 

16 

1 

915 

862 

878 

December 

811 

18 

— 

829 

838 

900 

Grand  Total 

10861 

325 

21 

11207 

11081 

9513 

Temporary  Accommodation. 

In  making  provision  for  persons  rendered  homeless,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  provide  accommodation  at  the  Preston  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood,  in  two 
out-buildings.  The  numbers  seeking  admission  have  steadily  grown,  and 
unhappily  the  department  is  sorely  pressed  to  find  room  for  even  the  most 
sympathetic  case.  It  is  a  source  of  disappointment  that  when  so  much  is 
being  attempted  to  convert  this  establishment  into  a  comfortable  home  for 
elderly  folk,  the  admission  of  these  families  is  tending  to  lower  the  status 
again  to  that  of  a  mixed  workhouse. 
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Some  of  the  persons  accommodated  display  a  complete  disregard  of 
responsibility,  both  in  the  behaviour  which  leads  to  their  requiring  admission 
and  in  their  conduct  whilst  resident  in  the  hostel. 

Up  to  the  31st  December,  1951,  21  family  units  were  admitted,  com¬ 
prising  nine  men,  22  women,  36  children,  making  in  all  67  persons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  109  during  1950.  Some  of  the  persons  admitted  in  1951  have 
since  found  alternative  shelter,  and  Table  70  indicates  the  number  remaining 
on  the  31st  December,  1951. 


Table  70.  Temporary  Accommodation. 


Description  of 
persons 

accommodated 

In 

premises 
managed 
by  Council 

In  accommodation  pro¬ 
vided  on  behalf  of  the 
Council 

Number  of 
persons 
accommoda¬ 
ted  for 
whom  other 
local 

authorities 

are 

responsible 

Total  No. 
of  persons 
for  whom  the 
Council  are 
responsible 

By  other 
local 

authorities 

By 

voluntary 

organisations 

Persons  Over  16  : 

(a)  evicted 

M.  F. 

3  8 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

3  8 

(b)  others 

1  7 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

1  7 

Accompanied 
Children  : 

(a)  evicted 

16 

9 

25 

(b)  others 

11 

— 

2 

—  — 

13 

46 

— 

11  i   

57 

Handicapped  Persons. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

The  agreement  which  was  obtained  for  the  use  of  St.  Jude’s  Parish  Hall, 
St.  George’s  Road,  as  a  social  centre,  has  given  opportunity  for  developing 
the  range  of  handicraft  pastimes  taught  to  blind  persons  in  later  life.  Fifty- 
four  persons  are  now  instructed  each  day  on  which  the  centre  is  opened  in 
seven  different  handicrafts  ranging  from  hand-loom  weaving  to  soft  toy 
construction.  The  therapeutic  value  of  these  instructions  is  considered  to  have 
beneficial  results.  In  all  2,628  lessons  were  given  during  the  year. 

The  Council’s  home  teaching  staff  have  continued  to  operate  the  welfare 
schemes  made  under  Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  and  in  addition 
to  supervising  the  social  centre,  have  paid  5,712  visits  to  the  homes  of  these 
persons  to  promote  their  well-being,  and  to  instruct  them  in  methods  of 
overcoming  their  disabilities. 
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Before  admission  to  the  classified  register  maintained  by  the  Council, 
each  applicant  is  examined  by  an  ophthalmologist.  In  the  period  ending  31st 
December,  1951,  66  persons  were  thus  examined,  of  whom  52  were  pronounced 
blind,  II  partially  sighted,  whilst  the  remaining  three  were  found  to  be  not 
blind,  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  to  correct  the  vision. 

One  hundred  and  forty  necessitous  cases  are  provided  with  wireless  sets 
or  rediffusion  service,  through  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  and  the 
Braille  library  service  brings  happiness  to  many  within  the  borough.  All 
newly  registered  blind  persons  are  assisted  to  learn  to  read  embossed  type 
literature,  but  unfortunately  many  older  folk  have  lost  the  sensitiveness  of 
touch  essential  to  successful  reading. 

The  concerts,  outings  and  entertainments  organised  on  behalf  of  these 
blind  persons  earn  their  heartfelt  appreciation,  and  enable  quite  a  few  to 
enjoy  a  break  from  the  dull  monotony  of  darkness,  to  which  they  might 
otherwise  be  left.  A  gratifying  innovation  has  been  the  introduction  of  a 
plant  growing  competition,  which  whilst  very  modest,  has  produced  attractive 
blooms,  and  encouraged  a  hitherto  undeveloped  talent  in  the  local  blind 
community. 


Employment. 

The  borough  is  fortunate  in  having  a  relatively  small  unemployment 
figure  amongst  the  blind,  but  nevertheless,  trade  in  workshops  has  declined 
as  a  result  of  the  economic  troubles  affecting  the  area  in  general.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  suspend  a  few  workers  in  the  knitting  department,  for  short 
periods,  but  the  workers  affected  have  not  suffered  any  loss  in  earnings. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  proposals  to  revise  the  utility  scheme  and  purchase  tax 
levels  may  have  a  beneficial  effect,  otherwise  there  may  be  some  difficulty 
in  continuing  to  fully  employ  the  23  workers. 

Twelve  blind  are  employed  in  sighted  industry,  one  as  a  home  worker, 
four  are  in  private  business,  and  four  are  undergoing  industrial  training. 

Schemes  governing  the  rates  of  pay  and  conditions  of  employment  of 
blind  workers  are  in  force,  under  which  a  guaranteed  minimum  wage  is  payable, 
and  whereby  the  worker  is  encouraged  to  earn  bonus  payments  for  increased 
output.  A  non-contributory  retirement  pension  is  granted  to  workers, 
subject  to  conditions  relating  to  length  of  service,  etc.  The  Council's  staff 
work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service 
to  find  suitable  avenues  of  employment,  and  new  fields  suggested  by  H.M. 
Government's  Working  Party  are  being  closely  explored. 


Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

The  North  and  East  Lancashire  Welfare  Association  for  the  Deaf  which 
provides  a  full  range  of  services  for  registered  deaf  persons,  is  assisted  finan¬ 
cially  by  the  Council,  to  continue  its  good  work  in  this  direction. 
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The  basis  of  the  Councihs  contribution  is  at  the  rate  of  £5  5s.  od.  per 
head  for  each  registered  deaf  person  residing  within  the  borough,  who  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Association,  excluding  those  persons  already  covered  by 
alternative  welfare  schemes. 

The  Association  offers  spiritual  and  recreational  services,  as  also  industrial 
placement  and  welfare  services.  It  maintains  its  own  premises  and  employs  staff 
specially  trained  in  the  needs  of  deaf  persons  and  competent  to  fully  converse 
with  and  interpret  through  manual  means  the  conversations  of  the  deaf. 

The  Council’s  registers  have  been  revised  during  the  year  to  ensure  that 
the  plans  being  prepared  for  the  preparation  of  more  comprehensive  arrange¬ 
ments  to  come  into  force  during  1952  will  be  as  far  reaching  as  is  humanly 
possible. 


Other  handicapped  classes. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has,  through  the  issue  of  Circular  32/51,  given 
more  scope  to  local  authorities  in  widening  the  field  of  their  activities  for  these 
classes.  Whilst  the  services  envisaged  in  the  circular  cannot  be  instituted 
before  1952,  the  ground-work  has  been  prepared  in  establishing  classified 
registers,  and  formulating  operational  schenies.  The  register  follows  the 
pattern  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  code  of  diseases  and  disabilities, 
and  covers  persons  suffering  from  : — 

Amputation,  arthritis,  and  rheumatism. 

Congenital  malformations  and  deformities. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary  systems  ;  of  the  heart  or 
circulatory  system  ;  of  the  respiratory  system  and  of  the  skin. 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk. 

Injuries  of  the  upper  or  lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine. 

Organic  nervous  diseases — epilepsy,  disseminated  sclerosis,  polio-myelitis, 
hemiplegia,  sciatica,  etc. 

Neurosis,  psychoses  and  other  nervous  and  mental  disorders. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  and  non-respiratory. 

During  the  year,  active  co-operation  has  been  reached  with  the  Dis¬ 
ablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  in  obtaining  suitable  employment  for  these  classes,  mainly  through  the 
Remploy  facilities. 

A  small,  but  nevertheless  important,  contribution  has  been  made  by 
instructing  some  bedridden  persons  in  simple  pastime  occupations.  Another 
person  has  been  loaned  equipment  to  help  pass  the  lonely  hours  and  turn  them 
into  periods  of  usefulness  and  mental  alterness. 

The  Council  has  made  a  financial  grant  to  the  Preston  Charities  Associa¬ 
tion  to  help  towards  the  giving  of  a  Christmas  party  to  cripples  in  the  area. 
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The  numbers  registered  as  handicapped  as  at  the  31st  December,  1951, 
was  a  follows  : 


Table  71. 


Number  of  persons  registered  on  31st  December,  1951,  in  accordance  with 

handicap  and  age  group. 


Age 

Group 

Sex 

Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Other  handicapped 
persons 

I  + 

Male 

I 

— 

I 

3 

Female 

3 

— 

— 

I 

5  + 

Male 

I 

I 

4 

12 

Female 

. . .  — 

I 

I 

12 

10  + 

Male 

4 

4 

4 

15 

Female 

. . .  — 

2 

4 

15 

15  + 

Male 

3 

I 

9 

4 

Female 

. . .  — 

I 

4 

5 

20  + 

Male 

6 

— 

10 

5 

Female 

4 

— 

10 

5 

30  + 

Male 

6 

— 

9 

II 

Female 

12 

— 

10 

10 

40  + 

Male 

II 

— 

6 

9 

Female 

14 

— 

14 

15 

50  + 

Male 

19 

— 

16 

6 

Female 

28 

2 

22 

6 

60  + 

Male 

II 

— 

"  6 

10 

Female 

18 

I 

12 

5 

65  + 

Male 

II 

— ■ 

7 

II 

Female 

31 

3 

8 

5 

70  + 

Male 

76 

I 

15 

17 

Female 

139 

7 

12 

II 

398 

24 

184 

183 

Total  of  all  classes  :  789 

Aged  Persons. 

During  1951  a  survey  was  completed  into  the  needs  of  elderly  folk  which 
could  be  mitigated  by  expansion  of  existing  welfare  services.  The  Registrar- 
General’s  Return  (1947)  showed  15,448  persons  living  within  the  borough  aged 
60  and  upwards  in  females,  and  65  years  and  upwards  in  males.  This  indicated 
that  the  borough’s  elderly  population  was  slightly  higher  than  the  national 
average  (13.2  per  cent  Preston,  12.12  per  cent,  national  avergage  1947). 
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A  sample  of  lo  per  cent  of  the  aged  population,  i.e.,  1,550  was  selected, 
and  visits  paid  to  their  homes  to  ascertain  their  need  for  ; 

(a)  Domestic  help, 

(b)  District  Nursing  facilities, 

(c)  Health  Visitors’  services, 

(d)  Hospital  treatment, 

(e)  ''  Meals  on  Wheels  ”  service, 

(f)  Pensions  and  allowances, 

(g)  Welfare  visiting, 

(h)  Books  and  library  facilities. 

Enquiries  revealed  that  from  the  selected  sample  220  persons  had  died, 
168  had  removed  from  the  area,  and  1,162  were  successfully  interviewed. 

As  any  need  arose,  it  was  immediately  rectified,  and  to  achieve  this  the 
Department  canalised  information  flowing  between  the  local  and  voluntary 
organisations  concerned. 

Those  being  provided  with  domestic  help  amounted  to  14.2  per  cent,  of 
the  survey,  whilst  those  requiring  the  service  amounted  to  an  additional 
3.4  per  cent. 

The  numbers  requiring  district  nursing  facilities  were  much  smaller,  i.e., 
0.6  per  cent,  with  10.5  per  cent,  actually  receiving  the  service.  This  indicates 
the  benefit  of  the  procedure  whereby  the  general  practitioner  enlists  the  help 
of  the  district  nurse  as  the  occasion  arises.  The  position  regarding  the 
services  of  health  visitors  was  somewhat  different,  for  most  people  in  times  of 
illness  are  sensible  enough  to  summon  a  doctor  who  calls  in  the  district  nurse 
where  necessary,  but  on  the  other  hand  people  are  not  so  well  aware  of  the 
enlarged  scope  of  the  health  visiting  service,  and  in  consequence  fail  to  seek 
assistance  from  this  source.  There  were  4.7  per  cent,  of  the  sample  in  need  of 
the  service,  with  34  per  cent,  at  that  time  being  provided. 

There  is  a  material  shortage  of  hospital  beds,  especially  for  the  chronic 
sick,  and  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  system  of  priorities  governing  admission. 
During  the  course  of  the  survey  0.8  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  awaiting  hospital 
treatment,  and  the  department  has  co-operated  with  the  hospital  staff  in 
advising  them  of  the  urgency  and  extent  of  services  available  to  persons 
av/aiting  admission.  The  procedure  has  reaped  its  own  reward  and  the  admissions 
are  now  well  regulated,  and  full  services  are  available  to  those  awaiting 
admission.  This  will,  to  a  large  extent,  prevent  the  sordid  happenings  whereby 
elderly  folk  were  frequently  found  dead  in  conditions  of  squalor  and  neglect. 

A  need  was  discovered  for  expansion  of  the  Meals  Service  to  assist  those 
elderly  folk  living  alone,  whose  rations  though  well-balanced  and  of  good 
nutritional  value  are  small  in  quantity.  The  average  pensioner  finds  supple¬ 
mentary  foods  expensive,  and  such  conditions  may  well  lead  to  the  pensioner 
relying  on  uncooked  foods,  which  are  ill-balanced  and  deficient  in  vitamins. 
The  total  need  ascertained  was  7.6  per  cent,  and  the  Council  have  under 
consideration  a  system  of  meals  clubs  to  meet  this  need. 
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The  most  pressing  and  obvious  need  discovered  was  for  welfare  visiting 
of  the  lonel}^  Many  are  known  to  listen  to  the  radio,  read  books  and  maga¬ 
zines,  attend  church  services  or  pass  their  time  at  gardening,  etc.  These  are 
the  main  leisure  activities  of  the  aged,  but  some  cannot  participate  in  these 
outlets  because  of  an  infirmity  or  defect,  or  occasionally  because  of  financial 
limitations.  Local  theatre  and  cinema  proprietors  have  performed  a  useful 
service  by  permitting  pensioners  to  attend  matinees  at  reduced  cost.  In 
addition,  seven  pensioners’  clubs  operate  in  the  district,  and  they  in  turn  are 
making  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  problem.  The  number  of  friends, 
the  frequency  with  which  they  meet  one  another,  the  distances  which  separate 
them,  are  all  factors  determining  the  degree  of  loneliness  of  the  elderly. 

5.7  per  cent,  said  they  would  welcome  such  a  service,  and  thus  a  voluntary 
visiting  scheme  was  commenced  without  delay.  Pensioners  were  invited 
through  the  press  to  make  themselves  known  to  the  department,  and  each 
person  who  responded  was  interviewed  and  asked  to  nominate  one  of  various 
voluntary  organisations  from  which  they  would  care  to  be  visited.  At  the 
initial  visit,  the  elderly  were  given  a  pre-paid  post  card,  addressed  to  the 
department,  so  that  they  could  summon  help  if  necessary  between  the  normal 
weekly  or  fortnightly  visits  of  the  welfare  visitor.  The  persons  benefiting 
from  this  service  have  only  the  highest  praise  for  its  operation,  and  post 
cards  are  arriving  daily  to  summon  help  of  a  minor  or  major  character. 


Protection  of  Property. 

In  two  cases  the  moveable  property  of  persons  admitted  to  hospital  and 
Part  III  accommodation  has  been  protected  by  removal  and  storage  at  the 
Preston  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood.  In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  only  to  securely 
lock  the  house  and  arrange  for  police  surveillance.  In  another  case  the 
National  Assistance  Board  agreed  to  issue  an  allowance  to  cover  the  rent  of 
the  property  and  thus  the  tenancy  was  protected.  In  many  other  cases  the 
co-operation  of  relatives  has  been  obtained  in  protecting  the  property  and 
ensuring  its  cleanliness. 

In  a  further  18  cases,  personal  property  (other  than  furniture)  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Department  and  placed  in  a  strong  room  for  safe  keeping. 


Interments. 

Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  makes  provision  for  the  burial 
or  cremation  of  deceased  persons  (where  no  suitable  arrangements  have  already 
been  made)  and  empowers  the  Council  to  recover  expenditure  from  the 
National  Insurance  Fund  where  applicable,  or  from  the  person’s  estate. 

During  1951,  20  interments  were  arranged  by  the  Department  and  certain 
recoveries  effected.  Interments  are  arranged  in  accordance  with  set  recom¬ 
mendations,  with  agreed  scales  of  charges. 

There  is  little  likelihood  of  this  duty  lessening  for  many  years  to  come, 
because  of  the  limited  application  of  the  Death  Grant  regulations  to  persons 
of  retiring  age  at  the  date  of  commencement  of  the  scheme. 
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School  Health  Service^ 


Staff. 

The  staffing  of  the  School  Health  Service  has  improved  considerably 
in  1951. 

Dr.  Shearer  took  up  his  appointment  in  February  and  resigned  in 
September  in  order  to  get  his  D.P.H.,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  return  to  the 
service  on  completion.  Dr.  McFarland  was  appointed  in  June. 

There  are  now  four  Dental  Officers,  as  Miss  Heathcote  took  up  her 
appointment  in  July  and  Mr.  Fairclough  in  October. 

However,  there  are  still  vacancies  in  the  establishment  and  as  a  result  the 
School  Health  Service  is  still  meeting  some  difficulties  in  running  smoothly 
and  effectively. 


Premises. 

The  long  awaited  modernisation  of  Manchester  Road  Clinic  was  com¬ 
menced,  but  was  still  unfinished  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  dentistry  situation  took  place  with  the  opening  of  a  new  dental 
clinic  in  Water  Lane  and  by  the  release  of  some  rooms  at  North  Road  where 
it  has  been  possible  to  open  an  additional  dental  suite. 

Accommodation  for  a  second  speech  therapist,  who  took  up  duties  in 
November,  was  found  in  the  Overseers  Buildings  and  a  new  pure  tone  audi¬ 
ometer  purchased  in  connection  with  the  specialist  aural  clinic  had  to  be  housed 
in  the  offices  at  48  Lancaster  Road,  where  also  a  medical  consultation  room 
was  carved  out  for  special  individual  consultations. 

The  Education  Committee  has  provided  reasonable  equipment  and  a 
qualified  staff  to  provide  an  excellent  service  for  the  care  and  welfare  of 
school  children,  but  there  is  a  considerable  loss  of  efficiency  through  a  lack  of 
proper  accommodation  for  housing  the  services  provided. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

Dr.  Berry  took  up  his  appointment  in  October  as  an  additional  E.N.T. 
surgeon,  and  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  is  now  held  on  three  sessions 
each  week  and  in  conjunction  there  are  now  three  operating  sessions  each  week 
at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

There  is  now  no  waiting  list  to  see  the  surgeons  for  an  opinion  and  the 
waiting  list  for  operation  is  very  gradually  being  reduced. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  clinics  and  hospital. 

Table  72. 


New  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  522 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  893 

Referred  for  treatment  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  317 

,,  ,,  treatment  in  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  84 

,,  ,,  re-inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  794 

,,  ,,  X-rays  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

,,  ,,  Audiometer  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  ,,  Deaf  Aid  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,134 

Treatment  — 


Operation  at  Sharoe  Green— Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  304 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  Nose  and  Throat  conditions  46 

,,  ,,  ,,  Diseases  of  the  Ear  ...  8 

Audiometer  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Other  forms  of  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Ophthalmological  Clinics. 

(a)  Squint  Clinic. 

Dr.  Plum  remains  in  charge  of  this  special  clinic,  but  Dr.  Matthews  has 
been  appointed  to  undertake  an  additional  weekly  session  and  as  a  result 


there  is  no  longer  a  long  waiting  list. 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  373 

Refractions  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  134 

Prescriptions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Referred  to  Orthoptic  Clinic  ...  ...  8 

Referred  for  operative  treatment  ...  ...  25 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

(b)  Refraction  Clinic. 


The  primary  function  of  this  clinic  is  the  correction  and  treatment  of 
defects  of  vision  as  distinct  from  squint  defects  and  other  extraordinary  eye 
diseases  which  are  dealt  with  at  the  Special  Clinic  referred  to  above. 

Dr.  W.  Sykes  is  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  refraction 
clinic  which  is  held  on  two  sessions  per  week. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : 


New  cases 

602 

Refractions  carried  out 

...  704 

Prescriptions  issued  ... 

...  581 

Glasses  verified 

520 

Re-inspections 

...  1044 

Referred — Orthoptic  Clinic  ... 

2 

— Operative  Treatment 

2 

Total  attendances 

...  2,166 
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Paediatric  Clinic. 

This  clinic  continues  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  G.  Hesling,  and  meets 
once  every  other  week. 

Cases  are  predominantly  those  with  cardiac  and  chest  defects,  but  a  pro¬ 
portion  attend  because  of  other  conditions. 

A  record  of  the  cases  attending  this  clinic  is  as  follows  : — 


New  cases 

...  58 

Re-inspections 

...  247 

Total  attendances 

•••  305 

Referred — X-ray 

31 

— Admission  to  hospital  ... 

17 

Number  of  cases  treated,  142,  consisting  of  : — 


Asthma 

•••  33 

Cretinism 

I 

Heart 

...  30 

Rickets 

I 

Bronchitis  ... 

...  II 

Reynaud’s  Disease  ... 

I 

Bronchiectasis 

...  4 

Asthma  and  Excema 

6 

Cerebral  Palsy 

...  9 

Rheumatism  ... 

3 

Fits  ...  ...  ... 

...  4 

Coeliac  Disease 

Other  ... 

2 

40 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Garden  is  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  in  charge  of  this  clinic  and 
the  organisation  continues  as  it  did  in  previous  years. 

The  following  patients  were  given  treatment  at  the  hospitals  mentioned — 


Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital,  Heswall 
Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital,  Myrtle  Street,  Liverpool 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
Alder  Hey,  West  Derby  ... 

Ethel  Headley,  Windermere 
Wrightington,  Wigan 


2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


School  Dental  Service. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  J.  C.  Knowles,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  School  Dental  Service  for  the  year  1951. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  deterioration  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
children’s  teeth.  This  is  reflected  in  the  statistics  shown  in  Table  90  by  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  teeth  requiring  extraction  and  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  teeth  saved  by  filling.  This  is  considered  to  be  due  mainly  to 
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the  serious  depletion  of  operative  staff  early  in  1950,  which  prevailed  until 
late  1951.  Ground  thus  lost  can  never  be  regained,  but  with  the  recent 
return  of  the  staff  position  to  three  assistant  dental  surgeons  in  support  of  the 
senior  officer,  it  is  hoped  that  more  satisfactory  conditions  may  be  achieved 
in  the  near  future.  One  more  dental  surgeon  is  required  to  bring  the  staff 
to  the  approved  establishment. 

The  Authority  is  fortunate  in  having  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  F.  D. 
Rowe  as  orthodontist. 

With  the  completion  of  alterations  to  and  equipment  of  premises  at 
Water  Lane,  three  dental  clinics  are  now  in  operation,  with  two  surgeries  at 
the  central  clinic  at  No.  2  North  Road.  The  second  surgery  is  not  yet  fully 
equipped  and  some  of  the  equipment  in  the  first  surgery  is  very  old  and  due 
for  replacement. 

The  need  for  dental  X-ray  equipment  at  this  headquarters  clinic  is  aga.m 
stressed  and  such  provision  is  especially  urged  by  Mr.  Rowe,  who  considers 
it  essential  to  correct  orthodontic  diagnosis. 

Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. 

Only  six  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  a  great  reduction  from 
the  previous  two  years.  One  remained  under  observation  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Handicapped  Pupils. 

The  early  ascertainment  of  the  handicapped  pupil  is  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  the  School  Health  Service  and  the  provision  of  special 
education  for  these  children  is  the  duty  of  the  local  Education  Authority. 

A  number  of  these  children  are  found  at  the  first  periodic  inspection, 
others  are  referred  by  head  teachers  for  a  medical  opinion  shortly  after  school 
entrance.  The  more  efficient  is  early  ascertainment  the  fewer  will  be  the 
cases  found  at  subsequent  periodic  inspections.  A  number  of  pupils  are 
brought  to  notice  after  illness  or  prolonged  hospital  treatment. 

Many  cases  can  be  recognised  in  early  infancy  when  the  defect  is  congenital 
in  character,  and  these  children  are  usually  kept  under  observation  through 
the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  and  later  referred  to  the  School 
Health  Service  when  the  problem  of  special  education  arises.  The  complete 
interchangeability  of  staff  prevailing  between  these  two  services  enables 
supervision  to  be  carried  on  throughout  by  the  same  staff  and  permits  not 
only  a  more  complete  system  of  ascertainment,  but  a  more  efficient  care  of 
the  handicapped  child. 

There  is  still  a  considerable  waiting  list  for  Speech  Therapy  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  now  one  full-time  and  one  part-time  Speech  Therapist. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  need  grows  as  it  is  realised  it  can  be  met  and 
furthermore  it  is  a  service  where  each  individual  usually  requires  many  hours 
of  treatment.  There  is,  therfore,  a  need  for  most  rigorous  combing  out  of 
the  waiting  list  of  those  not  likely  to  benefit  or  who  suffer  from  speech  handicaps 
which  capable  teaching  at  school  and  natural  age  advancement  will  cure. 
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Educationally  Sub-normal  Children. 

There  continued  to  be  four  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  approved. 
69  examinations  were  made. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : 


Table  73. 


Examinations  by  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
during  period 

Recommendations  : 

Notifications  Section  57(3) 

>>  )>  57(5) 

Special  School — Day 

,,  ,,  Residential 

Ordinary  School  with  special  education 
treatment 

Ordinary  School  ... 

Observation 


69 

II 

9 

27 

4 

8 

3 

7 


Special  Schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  children. 

The  following  is  the  position  in  regard  to  the  attendance  at  Special 
Schools. 


Table  74.  In  Open  Air  School,  Preston. 

Admitted  ...  27  Discharged  ...  15  On  Register  31/12/51  ...  85 


Reasons  for  Discharge  : 
Notified  to  Health  Committee  ... 
Transferred  to  Residential  School 
Left  district 
Admitted  to  Hospital 
Ceased  to  attend  ...  ...  ...  ... 


4 

I 

3 

I 

6 


Table  75.  In  Residential  Schools. 

Pontville  .  i  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Cran- 

Besford  Court,  Worcester  ...  i  Surrey  ...  ...  2 

St.  Francis  School,  Birmingham  i  Sandhill  Park,  Taunton  ...  i 

Physically  handicapped  and  delicate  children. 

Day  school  provision  is  made  at  the  Open  Air  School  for  these  classes 
of  handicapped  children.  It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  steady  flow  of 
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children  through  the  school  without  creating  a  waiting  list.  Children  are  at 
present  being  admitted  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  following  the  recommenda¬ 
tion.  Table  76  gives  details  of  the  admissions  and  discharges  during  the  year  : 


Table  76. 

Admitted  ...  50.  Discharged  ...  58. 

Number  on  Register  at  the  31st  December,  1951  ...  133 


Reasons  for  discharge  : 

Fit  to  return  to  former  school  ...  43 
Left  on  age  limit  ...  ...  ...  13 

To  Secondary  Grammar  School  i 

Home  Teaching  ...  ...  i 


The  classification  of  the  cases  admitted  was  as  follows  ; 


Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  i 

Anaemia  and  Debility  ...  i 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  2 

Asthma  and  Bronchitis  ...  i 

Ataxia  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchial  Catarrh  ...  ...  i 

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  1 

Chorea...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Coeliac  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  dislocation  of  ,hip  i 

Chronic  Otorrhoea  ...  ...  2 


Debility 

Delicate 

Infantile  Paralysis  and 
Bronchitis 

Jacksonian  Epilepsy 
Maladjusted  ... 

Muscular  Dystrophy 

Nephritis  and  Bronchitis  .. 

Nervous  Debility 

Otorrhoea 

Psoriasis 

Speech  Defect 

Valvular  disease  of  the  heart 


4 

15 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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The  cerebral  palsy  unit  centred  at  the  Open  Air  School  continues  to 
function  under  the  general  supervision  of  Dr.  McLean.  The  unit  and  its  person¬ 
nel  are  concerned  firstly  with  effective  ascertainment  so  that  on  the  one  hand 
facilities  are  made  available  to  those  capable  of  benefiting  from  them,  and  on 
the  other,  time  and  effort  are  not  expended  on  those  lacking  the  means  to 
profit,  and  subsequently  with  the  care  of  the  child,  so  that  all  his  latent  abilities 
are  fostered  and  his  talents  given  their  fullest  rein.  The  regular  group 
consultations  over  each  child  are  an  essential  feature  of  its  care  and  are 
doubly  important,  inasmuch  as  the  unit  is  non-residential  in  character,  and  so 
parental  influence  is  paramount  for  good  or  for  ill,  in  a  way  that  does  not  apply 
in  a  residential  unit.  A  high  degree  of  day  to  day  liaison  exists  between  the 
teaching  staff  and  the  parents.  At  the  end  of  the  year  eight  children  were 
attending  the  unit, 
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Home  Teaching. 

The  experiment  was  started  some  years  ago  by  the  Education  Committee 
of  providing  education  in  the  home  to  children  who,  by  reason  of  long  standing 
illness,  were  unable  to  utilise  the  educational  facilities  provided  in  ordinary  or 
special  schools,  but  who  were  in  need  of  and  would  benefit  from  education 
if  it  was  available. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  use  made  of  the  service  during  the  year  : 

Table  77. 

Number  of  children  receiving  home  teaching  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  new  children  added  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  no  longer  in  need  of  home  teaching  ... 

Attained  School  leaving  age 

Number  receiving  home  teaching  at  end  of  year 


11 
10 

6 

2 

12 


Asthma 

2  hrs.  per  day 

Asthma 

do. 

Anaemia 

do.  disch.  31/8/51 

Bronchiectasis 

do. 

Bronchitis 

do.  to  O.A.S.  9/4/51 

Coeliac  disease 

do. 

Muscular  distrophy  ... 

do.  disch.  20/7/51  aged  16 

Muscular  distrophy  ... 

do. 

Paresis  lower  limbs  ... 

do. 

Rheumatism  ... 

do.  disch.  5/10/51  aged  15 

Rheumatic  endocarditis 

do.  disch.  1/5/51 

Rheumatic  fever 

do.  disch.  14/3/51 

Spina  bifida  ... 

do. 

Spina  bifida  ... 

do. 

Spina  bifida  ... 

do. 

Tubercular  peritonitis 

do. 

Tubercular  right  knee 

do. 

Tubercular  meningitis 

do. 

Valvular  heart  disease 

do.  to  O.A.S.  9/4/51 

Valvular  heart  disease 

do.  disch.  15/6/51 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  Mr.  W.  R.  Tuson,  for  the 
following  notes  on  physical  education,  school  meals,  and  milk  in  schools. 

Physical  Education. 

In  1951  the  Education  Committee’s  policy  of  providing  clothing  for 
Physical  Education  was  extended  to  the  Junior  Schools,  who  also  received 
new  gymnastic  and  climbing  equipment.  The  year  was  largely  a  consolida¬ 
tion  of  the  new  methods  of  apparatus  used  since  the  war. 


School  Meals. 


The  School  Meals  Service  provides  milk,  dinners,  and  teas.  Teas  and 
breakfasts  are  taken  at  the  Open  Air  School  and  Stoneygate  Nursery  School, 
and  during  the  summer  5,689  packed  teas  and  5,610  packed  dinners  were 
supplied  to  schools  going  on  educational  visits.  At  Christmas,  15,769  teas 
were  provided  for  school  parties,  compared  with  15,008  in  1950. 

''  A  total  of  51  dining  centres  catered  for  dinners  during  the  year.  A 
summary  of  the  findings  of  three  surveys  carried  out,  gives  the  number  of 
children  taking  dinners  on  three  normal  school  days. 


Normal  day  in  : 

Eebruary,  1951  ... 
May,  1951 
October,  1951  ... 


Dinners  taken  : 

7738 

7687 

7821 


The  following  new  Canteens  were  opened  during  the  year  : — 

St.  Matthew’s  School  Kitchen  (375  meals)  14th  February,  1951 
Eldon  Street  School  Dining  Room  (375  meals)  4th  June,  1951 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

During  the  year  1951,  some  2,682,595  bottles  of  milk  were  consumed 
in  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools,  representing  a  daily  average  of 

13,483- 

Convalescent  Homes. 

During  the  year  177  children  were  examined  and  considered  suitable  to 
be  sent  to  the  Craig  Convalescent  Home  for  children  at  Morecambe  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Preston  Necessitous  Schoolchildren’s  Fund.  The  average 
length  of  stay  is  two  weeks. 
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Entrants. 


Schools 


A. 

Greenlands  Council  . 
Blessed  Sacrament  . 
Ribbleton  Av.  C. 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

St.  Matthew’s 
St.  Mary’s  St.  Meth. 

B. 

St.  Gregory’s  ... 
Holme  Slack  Council 
Deepdale  Council 
St.  Luke’s 

C. 

Emmanuel 
English  Martyrs’ 

St.  Thomas’  ... 

St.  Jude’s 

Moor  Park  Methodist 
Eldon  Street  Council 
St.  Cuthbert’s 
Roebuck  Street  C. 

D. 

St.  Stephen’s  ... 
Christ  Church 
St.  Wilfrid’s 
Parish 

St.  Augustine’s 
St.  Saviour’s  ... 
French  wood  Council 
St.  Mark’s 
Hincksman 
Farringdon  Park  C.  . 

E. 

St.  Andrew’s  ... 
Ashton  Methodist 
Sacred  Heart  ... 

St.  Michael’s  ... 
Talbot 

St.  Mary’s  R.C. 
Trinity  Council 
St.  Ignatius’  ... 


SUMMARY  OF  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
from  1st  January,  1951,  to  31  $t  December,  1951. 


a.  =  Requiring  Treatment, 

b.  =  Requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  treatment. 
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Table  80. 

SUMMARY  OF  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


a.  =  Requiring  Treatment. 

b.  =  Requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  treatment. 


Schools 


A. 

Greenlands  Council  . 
Ribbleton  Av.  ^leth. 
St.  Joseph’s  ... 

St.  Matthew’s 
Blessed  Sacrament  . 
St.  Mary’s  St.  Meth. 

B. 

St.  Gregory’s 
Holme  Slack  ... 
Deepdale  Council 
St.  Luke’s 
Open  Air  E.S.N. 

C. 

Emmanuel 
English  Martyrs’ 

St.  Thomas’  ... 

St.  Jude’s 
Moor  Park  Meth. 
Eldon  Street  C. 


D. 

St.  Stephen’s  ... 
Christ  Church 
St.  Wilfrid’s  ... 
Parish 

St.  Augustine’s 
St.  Saviour's  ... 
Frenchwood  Council 
St.  Mark’s 
Hincksman 
Farringdon  Park  C. 

E. 

St.  Andrew’s  ... 
Ashton  Methodist 
Sacred  Heart 
St.  Michael’s  ... 
Talbot 
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Trinity  Council 
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St.  Ignatius’  M.S. 
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Table  81 


Third  Age  Group 
(Leavers). 


Schools 


A. 


No. 

examined  1 


Skin 


Fish  wick  Mod.  Sec. 
St.  Joseph’s  ... 

St.  Mary’s  St.  Meth. 


B. 

St.  Gregory’s  ... 
Deepdale  Council 
Open  Air  E.S.N. 
Deepdale  Mod.  Sec.  ... 


C. 

Emmanuel 
Enghsh  Mart^Ts’ 

Moor  Park  Meth. 

Eldon  Street  Council 
Roebuck  Street  Council} 
E.  Martyrs’  Mod.  Sec. 


D. 

St.  Stephen’s  ... 

Christ  Church 
St.  Wilfrid’s  ... 

St.  Augustine’s 
Frenchwood  Mod.  Sec. 
St.  Mark’s 
Hincksman 


E. 

St.  Andrew’s  ... 
Ashton  Methodist 
Sacred  Heart 
St.  Michael’s  ... 
Talbot 

S.  Mary’s  R.C. 

Ropers  Boys  ... 
Trinity  Sec.  Mod. 

St.  Ignatius’  ... 

St.  Ignatius’  Sec.  Mod 
Open  Air  P.D. 
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1  — 


20  — 


Eyes 


Vision  Squint  Other 


a. 


3  i  —  — 


—  3 
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a. 


2  '  —  —  — 


SUMMARY  OF  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


a. 


1  —  — 


Ears 

Otitis 

Media 

a. 


2  '  6  '  —  i  — 


=  l^ecjuiring  Treatnient. 

b.  =  Requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  treatment. 
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1.  Secondary  Grammar  Schools. 

2.  Nursery  Schools. 

3.  Summary. 


Table  82. 

SUMMARY  OF  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
from  January,  1951,  to  31st  December,  1951. 


a.  =  Requiring  Treatment. 

b.  =  Requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  treatment. 


Schools 


SECONDARY 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS 

Grammar — boys 
12  13  yr.  olds 
Leavers  ... 

Park — girls 

12  13  >’T.  olds 
Leavers  ... 

Catholic  Coll. — boys 
12  13  yr.  olds 
Leavers  ... 

Convent  H.C.J. — girls 
12  13  \T.  olds 
Leavers  ... 

Convent  F.C.J. — girls 
12  13  NT.  olds 
Leavers  ... 

Harris  Tech.  College 
12  1 3  NT.  old  boys  . . . 

„  girls'  ... 
Leavers,  boys 

girls  ... 

Tot.nls 

12  13  NT.  olds 
Leavers  (3rd  .\ge  Group) 


NURSERY  SCHOOLS 

Stoneygate  ...  . 

Greenlands  ...  . 

FrenchNvood  ...  . 

Farringdon  Park  . 

Eldon  Street  C.  . 

Holme  Slack  ...  . 

Total  ... 

SUMMARY 

Entrants  ...  . 

Second  Age  Group  . 

Third  Age  Group  . 

I  ,,  Sec.  Gram . 

12/13  yr.  olds,  ,,  )  other 
Open  Air  P.D.  >  Periodic 
Nursery  Schools  i 
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Table  78. 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  number  of  children  who 
were  inspected  at  periodic  medical  inspections.  Particulars  of  the  findings 
in  various  schools  are  given  in  Tables  79,  80,  81  and  82. 


Entrants  ...  ...  ...  1581 

Second  Age  Group  ...  1434 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  1458 

Total  ...  4473 


Number  of  other  Periodic 

Inspections  ...  ...  1010 


5483 


104 


Table  83. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  2,942 

Number  of  Re-inspections  10,802 

Total  ...  i3>744 


Table  84. 


Number  of  Defects  found  at  Special  Inspections  : 


Requiring 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation,  but 
not  requiring 

Treatment 

treatment 

^^Icxn.  ••• 

....  208 

34 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  ... 

222 

21 

(b)  Squint 

27 

9 

(c)  Other  ... 

45 

15 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

14 

9 

(b)  Otitis  Media  ... 

...  -19 

I 

(c)  Other  ... 

38 

22 

Nose  and  Throat  ... 

...  307 

94 

Speech 

24 

17 

Cervical  Glands 

12 

21 

Heart  and  Circulation 

79 

II 

Lungs 

55 

18 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

2 

I 

(b)  Other  ... 

3 

4 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

32 

5 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

54 

7 

(c)  Other  ... 

100 

16 

Nervous  system  — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

I 

5 

(b)  Other  ... 

24 

13 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

3 

3 

(b)  Stability 

3 

— 

Other  ...  ...  •  ... 

•••  495 

94 

Other 


*  •  » 


•  *  • 
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Table  85. 

Classification  of  the  Genera!  Conditions  of  Pupils. 

Classification  of  the  general  conditions  of  pupils  inspected  during  the  year 
in  the  various  age  groups. 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A. 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

c 

(Poor) 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of  ■ 
col.  2 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1581 

541 

34-2 

997 

63.1 

43 

2.7 

Second  Age  Group 

1434 

558 

38.9 

838 

58.4 

38 

2.7 

Third  Age  Group 

Other  Periodic 

1458 

686 

47.1 

733 

50.2 

39 

2.7 

Inspections 

1010 

368 

36.4 

596 

59-0 

46 

4.6 

Total 

5483 

2153 

39-3 

3164 

57-7 

166 

3-0 

Table  86. 

Minor  Ailments  Treated  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

Number  of  Defects 
treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the 


Skin —  year. 

Ringworm — Scalp 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Other  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ringworm — Body  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159^ 

Eye  Disease — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 

refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital)  1410 

Ear  Defects — 

(Excluding  serious  diseases  of  the  ear,  ^.g.,  oper¬ 
ative  treatment  in  hospital,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  1058 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  22772 

Total  .  27095 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor  ailments  clinics  56,975. 


Table  87. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Number  of  Defect 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  ...  ...  1872 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  ...  679 

(b)  Obtained  ...  ...  618 

Refraction  Clinic  and  Special  Eye  Clinic- 

Refractions  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  838 

Prescriptions  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  679 

Glasses  verified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  520 

Annual  reviews  and  other  re-inspections  ...  ...  1417 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2611 

Referred  to — Orthoptic  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ii 

— Operative  treatment  ...  ...  27 


Table  88. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Total  No. 

Received  operative  treatment —  Treated. 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ...  ...  304 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  46 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  84 


Total 


442 


107 


Table  89. 


Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  at  the 
Orthopaedic  Centre,  Open  Air  School,  IVioor  Park. 

School  Pre-School 

Number  of  individual  children  attended  (New  cases  : 

School  69  ;  Pre-School  32)  ...  ...  ...  244  80 


Total  number  of  attendances  made 


1366  113 


Number  of  children  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals 

Number  of  Surgical  Appliances,  e.g.,  boots,  irons, 
etc.,  supplied  through  Centre 

Number  of  children  given  remedial  exercises 

Number  of  children  X-rayed  at  Sharoe  Green 

Defects  from  which  children  were  suffering  : 
Paralysis — 

(a)  Infantile — Upper  Limb 

Lower  Limb 

Upper  and  Lower  Limbs 

(b)  Spastic — Paraplegia  ... 

Hemiplegia 

Quadriplegia 

Deformities,  Congenital — 

Scoliosis 

Sprengel's  Shoulder 
Talipes  Equine  Varus 
Torticollis  ... 

Spina  Bifida 

Spina  Bifida  with  Club  Foot 
Absence  of  Bones  ... 

Rudimentary  and  Malformed  Limbs  ... 
Metatarsus  Varus  ... 

Dislocation  of  Hip 
Contractions 
Adduction  Fifth  Toe 
Brevicollis  ... 

Acromegaly 

Synostosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Achondroplasia 
Other  Deformities 


79  28 


Carried  forward 


io8 


Table  89 — continued. 


School  Pre-School 


Brought  forward 

Deformities,  Traumatic — 

Fractures  of  Upper  and  Lower  Limbs  ... 
Coxa  Vara  ... 

Amputations 
Coxa  Valga 
Other 

Deformities,  other — 

Pes  Cavus  ... 

Pes  Planus 
Claw  Foot  ... 

Hallux  Valgus 
Scoliosis 
Kyphosis  ... 

Lordosis 
Hallux  Rigidus 
Hammer  Toes 
Curling  Toes 
Genu  Recurvatum 
Diaphyseal  Achalasia 
Pes  Valgus  ... 

Miscellaneous 

Rickets — 

Pronated  Foot 
Genu  Varum 
Genu  Valgum 

Inflammations— 

Tubercular  Arthritis 
Perthe’s  Disease  ... 

Osteomyelitis 

Other 

Tuberculosis — 

Old- — Knee 
Spine 

Hin 

^  ^  X  L/  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Tumours — 

Exostosis  Lower  Limb 
Haematoma 

Miscellaneous — 

Hemihypertrophy 

Haemophilia 

Pseudo  Hypertrophic  Muscular  Distrophy 


79 

I 

3 

I 

1 

2 

37 

2 

12 

4 
9 

1 

2 

12 

l6 

I 

I 

4 

6 


I 

23 

I 

3 

I 

1 

4 
7 
3 

2 


I 

1 

2 


28 


8 


3 

5 

6 


I 

3 

24 


I 


»  •  • 


Total  ... 


244 


80 


109 

Table  90 


Other  Treatment  Given  : 

Speech  Therapy 
Paediatric 
Physiotherapy  . . . 
Ultra  Violet  Ray 


No.  of  Cases 
Treated 

ii8 

142 

245 

237 


Table  91. 


Disposition  of  Handicapped  Pupils  on  31st  December,  1951. 


Classification 

No. 

Special 

School 

Teaching 

1 

Hosp. 

Ord. 

Sch. 

No 

Sch. 

or 

Inst. 

Day 

Resi¬ 

dential 

Home 

Speech 

Ther¬ 

apy 

Lip 

Read¬ 

ing 

Blind 

4 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

Partially  sighted  ... 

11 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaf 

10 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Partially  Deaf 

20 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

Delicate 

111 

98 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Educationally  subnormal... 

88 

77 

6 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Epileptic 

4 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maladjusted 

20 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

Physically  handicapped  . . . 

46 

25 

2 

5 

(5) 

— 

5 

6 

3 

Speech  defect 

214 

— 

— 

69 

— 

145 

“  ' 

Dual  Defects 

P.D.  and  Delicate 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Delicate  and  Maladjuste  1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.S.N.  and  Delicate 

7 

6 

1 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.S.N.  and  P.D.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.S.N.  and  Partially  deaf 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.S.N.  and  Epileptic 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Speech  and  Delicate 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Partially  Deaf  and  Delicate 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.S.N.  and  Speech 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

547 

226 

40 

11 

69 

— 

6 

187 

8 

110 


Table  92. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers— 

(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10813 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1946 

12759 

2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  8158 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^99 

4.  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4889 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  6065 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  :  (a)  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  io53 

Total  (a)  and  (b)...  ...  ...  1125 

7.  Fillings  ;  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2221 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  761 

Total  ...  ...  2982 

8.  Number  of  Teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  1756 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  687 

Total  ...  ...  2443 

9.  Extractions  :  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  569 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  4734 

Total  ...  ...  5303 

10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  ...  1296 

11.  Other  operations  :  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  I554 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  1788 

Total  ...  ...  3342 

Table  93. 

1.  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons...  ...  ...  44039 

2.  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  examined  ...  ...  16121 

3.  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  1769 

4.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act, 

^944)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act, 

^944)  •••  •••  *••  •••  •••  ••• 
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APPENDIX  I. 


Tuberculin  survey  of  certain  local  population  age  groups. 

In  1949  schemes  were  afoot  for  the  immunisation  with  B.C.G.  of  certain 
groups  of  the  population  and  a  prerequisite  of  any  such  scheme  of  mass 
immunisation  against  tuberculosis  was  an  up-to-date  knowledge  of  the 
incidence  of  tuberculin  sensitivity  of  the  population.  This  information  was 
important  not  only  from  the  aspect  of  infection  relative  to  age  groups  in  a 
local  population,  but  also  in  relation  to  different  but  comparable  localities, 
and  in  consequence,  when  in  1950  the  Medical  Research  Council  decided  to 
conduct  a  national  survey  and  invited  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  some 
twenty-two  areas,  among  which  was  Preston,  the  opportunity  of  obtaining 
useful  local  data  was  not  to  be  missed  and  the  agreement  of  the  Health  and 
Education  Committees  was  immediately  sought  and  readily  obtained. 

It  was  proposed  under  the  survey  to  carry  out  the  tuberculin  testing  of  a 
random  sample  of  at  least  250  persons  in  each  age  group  between  5  and  20 
years  inclusive.  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  obtaining  pure  chance 
samples  were  fully  appreciated,  but  it  was  felt  that  the  requisite  samples  could 
be  obtained  by  offering  the  tests  to  the  parents  of  every  fourth  child  on  the 
current  school  registers,  whilst  it  was  hoped  to  obtain  similar  results  by 
utilising  the  name  of  every  third  child,  taken  from  old  school  registers,  who 
had  been  born  in  1930  to  1934  inclusive.  In  respect  of  the  youths  of  18  to 
20  years  serving  in  the  forces  the  Medical  Research  Council  staff  hoped  to  be 
able  to  co-operate. 

Through  the  readily  proffered  assistance  of  the  Chief  Education  Officer, 
the  co-operation  of  the  head  teachers  in  schools  was  obtained  and  a  gratifying 
response  resulted  in  respect  of  parents  of  children  still  in  attendance  at  school. 
The  response  of  those  young  people  who  had  left  school,  i.e.,  the  15  to  20  years 
groups,  was  less  satisfactory  inasmuch  as  the  lists  proved  in  practice  to  be  out 
of  date,  and  despite  diligent  and  persistent  enquiry  by  health  visitors  many 


II2 


persons  could  not  be  traced  nor  could,  in  many  other  cases,  personal  contact 
be  made  where  both  parents  and  boy  or  girl  were  working  regularly. 

The  test  material  and  equipment  were  supplied  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  and  dry  sterilisation  of  syringes  and  needles  was  carried  out  at  the 
Group  Laboratory  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Group  Pathologist. 

The  actual  work  of  the  survey  was  carried  out  by  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  R.  Taylor,  and  a  team  consisting  of  health  visitors  and  a 
clerk. 

The  procedure  was  standardised  as  follows  : 

(1)  A  standard  P.P.D.  jelly  (Allen  &  Hanbury)  was  applied  to  the 
skin  between  the  shoulder  blades  and  the  result  read  in  72  hours.  No 
control  jelly  was  used. 

(2)  Where  a  negative  or  doubtful  result  was  obtained  from  the 
previous  test  an  intradermal  injection  of  o.i  c.c.  of  i/ioo  standard  Old 
Tuberculin  was  given,  the  result  being  read  at  the  end  of  48  hours. 

As  has  been  indicated  already  the  initial  response,  amongst  school  children, 
to  the  invitation  to  co-operate  was  gratifying,  an  initial  acceptance  rate  of 
71.5  per  cent,  being  increased  as  a  result  of  home  visitations  to  73.4  per  cent. 
Failure  to  complete  the  investigation  inevitably  occurred  in  a  number  of  cases, 
usually  as  a  result  of  absence  from  school  for  unrelated  reasons,  but  home 
visitation  to  read  test  results  and  later  repeat  visits  to  schools  to  carry  out 
the  second  test  resulted  in  successful  completion  in  most  cases.  Evening 
sessions  were  held  at  the  Saul  Street  offices  for  the  convenience  of  youths 
and  girls  at  work,  but  the  response  was  disappointingly  low  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  work  expended. 

The  results  of  this  local  survey  are  set  out  in  Table  i,  and  for  comparative 
purposes  Table  2  supplied  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  gives  the  corres¬ 
ponding  results  in  all  the  22  areas  grouped  into  A — Urban — England  (South  of 
Rugby)  ;  B — Urban — England  (North  of  Rugby)  and  Wales;  and  C — Rural- — 
England  and  Wales. 

For  convenience  the  results  given  in  both  tables  are  shown  in  graphic 
form  in  the  accompanying  graph. 


PERCENTAGE  TUBERCULIN  POSITIVE. 
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RESULTS  OF  COMPLETED  TUBERCULIN  TESTS  IN  THREE 
GROUPS  AND  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  PRESTON. 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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Table  1.  M.R.C.  Tuberculin  Survey,  1949-50. 

Area  :  PRESTON. 

Results  of  COMPLETED  tuberculiu  tests. 


Males 


Females 


All  persons 


Total 

tested 

/o 

Positive 

Total 

tested 

104] 

101] 

16.9 

132  J 

154  J 

137] 

117] 

23.5 

148  j 

145  J 

125] 

128] 

34.7 

143  j 

140  j 

125] 

147] 

42.7 

128  J 

140  J 

127] 

124] 

J' 

48.6 

128  J 

124] 

68] 

94] 

66.7 

61  J 

92  J 

74] 

84] 

68.5 

104  J 

; 

73  j 

33] 

69] 

76.1 

13j 

10  j 

Positive 


16.5 


21.8 


Total 

tested 


205 

286 

254 

293 


30.2 

39.0 

49.6 

60.8 

72.6 

82.3 


253 
283 
272 
268 

251 

252 
162 
153 
158 
■‘177  j 


Positive 

15.6 

17.5 

18.9 

25.9 

27.3 

37.1 

38.6 

42.9 

46.6 

51.6 

63.2 

70.4 

80.0 


Table  2.  M.R.C.  Tuberculin  Survey,  1949-50. 

Results  of  Tuberculin  Tests  in  22  areas  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  areas  have  been  grouped  as  follows  : 

A.  Urban — England  (South  of  Rugby).  Comprises  Fulham,  Oxford, 
Portsmouth,  Southall,  Southwark  and  Willesden. 

B.  UrBx\n — England  (North  of  Rugby)  and  Wales.  Comprises  Birmingham, 
Durham,  Hull,  Leeds,  Maesteg,  Newport,  Preston,  Stoke,  and  a  Yorkshire 
area. 

C.  Rural — England  and  Wales.  Comprises  Cheshire,  Devon,  Kent, 
Montgomery,  Newbury,  Norfolk  and  Notts. 

The  figures  given  here  represent  the  mean  of  the  percentages  found 
positive  in  the  several  areas  concerned. 


Age 

Mean  Perce 
Sue 

nitage  Tuberculin  ’ 
cessive  Years  of 

/•ositive  in 
^e,  5-20 

A 

Urban  South 

B 

Urban  North 

C 

Rural 

5 

9.3 

14.3 

20.3 

6 

10.4 

14.9 

22.7 

7 

14.2 

19  5 

26.5 

8 

17.7 

22.9 

28.2 

9 

21.2 

26.9 

33.1 

10 

23.6 

34.2 

38.8 

11 

27.4 

34.1 

42.4 

12 

31.1 

40.2 

47.3 

13 

31.9 

43.5 

47.7 

14 

34.6 

47.9 

49.4 

15-16 

40.3 

55.0* 

57.2 

17-18 

51.0 

64.1* 

61.7 

19-20 

59.3 

73.6* 

65.0 

*  Does  not  include  figures  for  the  "  Yorkshire  ”  area  (but  includes  Leeds  and  Hull). 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Taylor  for  the  active  interest  he  displayed 
and  the  excellent  work  he  performed  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  survey,  to  the 
clerks  for  the  care  they  took  in  maintaining  accurate  records,  and  to  the 
health  visitors  for  their  diligence  and  pertinacity  in  following  up  by  home 
visiting  in  some  3>95^  instances  problems  that  awaited  solution, 
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